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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

 
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 
 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
 

  
 

Today's Gospel begins immediately after the final 
verse in last Sunday's Gospel. After strong language 
about the difficulties of discipleship, Jesus immedi-
ately appoints 72 people to go ahead of him to every 
town and place he plans to visit, proclaiming that the 
Kingdom of God is at hand. He sends them in pairs. 
In the Law of Moses two witnesses were needed for 
a testimony to be credible. It was probably also a 
safer way to travel. 
 

Jesus admits it will be difficult, that he is sending 
them out like lambs among wolves. Yet they are to 
bring nothing with them, not even a money bag or 
sandals. They are to greet no one on the way so as 
not to be distracted from their mission. When they 
enter a house, their message is simply “peace.” The 
response they will receive may be positive or nega-
tive. Either way, they are to know that the Kingdom 
of God is at hand. They are not to demand special 
treatment but eat and drink whatever is given them. 
They are to stay in one house and are not to look 
around for one that provides better accommoda-
tions. They are to heal the sick as a sign that the 
Kingdom of God is at hand for them. Like Jesus' mir-
acles, healing is a sign of the coming of the kingdom. 
If the town will not receive them, they are to shake 
the dust from their feet and move on. Even in the 
case of such rejection they should know that the 
Kingdom of God is at hand. 
 

When they return from their journeys, they are rejoic-
ing because their mission has been successful. 

Demons were under their power because of Jesus' 
name. Jesus may have sent them out as lambs 
among wolves, but at the conclusion of this passage 
he assures them that they have been given power 
over the enemy and nothing will harm them, not even 
serpents and scorpions. 
 

A key theme of today's Gospel and last Sunday's 
Gospel is discipleship—its challenges, its difficulties, 
and its rewards. Sharing in the mission of Jesus is 
difficult, but everyone is called to do it, not just some 
professionals trained for ministry. Even for us today, 
the harvest is plentiful. We should pray to the master 
of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest. 

 

 
 

WEEKLY GUIDE FOR DAILY PRAYER 
 

July 3 - July 9, 2022 
Courage, Trust and Resolve 

 

“Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like 
lambs among wolves.  Carry no money bag, no sack, 
no sandals; and greet no one along the way.”  Luke 
10:3-4 
 

Reflect, today, upon how well you do trust in the 
providence of God as you strive to courageously em-
brace His will.  Reflect, also, upon how fully you are 
committed to going all the way, resolving to complete 
the task that our Lord has given you.  Recommit 
yourself to these aspects of a life of faith, and the 
Good Shepherd will be there every step of the way. 

 

My Good Shepherd, I do resolve to embrace Your 
most holy will with all my might.  Give me courage, 
trust and resolve to follow You wherever You lead.  I 
give myself to You, dear Lord.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
 

Monday of the Fourteenth Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Trusting the Almighty 
 

When Jesus arrived at the official’s house and saw 
the flute players and the crowd who were making a 
commotion, he said, “Go away! The girl is not dead 
but sleeping.”  And they ridiculed him.  When the 
crowd was put out, he came and took her by the 
hand, and the little girl arose.  And news of this 
spread throughout all that land.  Matthew 9:23-26 



Reflect, today, upon two things.  First, do you under-
stand the depth of His power?  Second, do you know 
that His love compels Him to use that power for your 
good?  Knowing and believing these truths will 
change your life and allow Him to perform miracles 
of grace. 

 

Lord of all power and love, I do believe in Your abso-
lute authority over all things and Your complete au-
thority over my life.  Help me to trust in You and to 
trust in Your love for me.  Jesus, I do trust in You. 

 
 

Tuesday of the Fourteenth Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Irrationality vs. Normalcy 
 

A demoniac who could not speak was brought to Je-
sus, and when the demon was driven out the mute 
man spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, 
“Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” But 
the Pharisees said, “He drives out demons by the 
prince of demons.”  Matthew 9:32-34 
 

Reflect, today, on the way you normally think and 
speak about others.  Do you tend to be more like the 
crowds who saw, believed and were amazed at the 
good things Jesus did?  Or are you more like the 
Pharisees who tend to fabricate and exaggerate in 
their conclusions.  Commit yourself to the normalcy 
of the crowds so that you, too, can find joy and 
amazement in Christ. 

 

My amazing Lord, I desire to have a simple, humble 
and pure faith.  Help me to also see You in others in 
a humble way.  Help me to see You and to be 
amazed at Your presence in the lives of those whom 
I encounter every day.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
 

Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Miracles and Faith 
 

Jesus summoned his Twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits to drive them out 
and to cure every disease and every illness.  Mat-
thew 10:1 
 

Reflect, today, upon how deep and sustaining your 
faith is.  Do you know and love God even when 
things are hard and when He seems far 
away?  Those moments, more than any, are the mo-
ments when your personal faith and conversion can 
grow the strongest. 

 

My miraculous Lord, help my faith in You and my 
love of You to be deep, stable and strong.  Help me 
to rely upon that faith more than upon any external 
“miracles” or feelings.  Help me to love You first and 
foremost out of a pure love for You.  Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 
 

Thursday of the Fourteenth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

 

The Cost of the Gospel 
 

Without cost you have received; without cost you are 
to give.  Matthew 10:8b 
 

Reflect, today, on both your complete receptivity of 
the Gospel as well as your complete willingness to 
give.  May your understanding and reception of this 
glorious gift of God transform you into a gift for oth-
ers. 

 

My priceless Lord, may my heart be open to You in 
a total way so that I may receive You as the Living 
Gospel.  As I receive You, may I in turn give You to 
others in my very person.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
 

Friday of the Fourteenth Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Prepare for Persecution 
 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “Behold, I am sending 
you like sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd 
as serpents and simple as doves. But beware of 
men, for they will hand you over to courts and 
scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be led 
before governors and kings for my sake as a witness 
before them and the pagans.”  Matthew 10:16-18 
 

Reflect, today, on how ready and willing you are to 
face the hostility of the world.  You should not react 
with similar hostility, rather, you must strive to have 
courage and strength to endure any and every per-
secution with the help, strength and wisdom of 
Christ. 

 

Lord of perfect strength, give me strength, courage 
and wisdom as I live my faith in a world hostile to 
You.  May I respond with love and mercy in the face 
of harshness and misunderstanding.  Jesus, I trust 
in You. 

 

 
 

Saturday of the Fourteenth Week  
in Ordinary Time 
Our Hidden Life 

 

“Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor 
secret that will not be known.” Matthew 10:26b 
 

Reflect, today, on how well you do this.  How well do 
you daily allow God to treat your heart and con-
science as His possession, making it a place of true 
beauty that gives His heart, and yours, much de-
light? 

 

Lord of true beauty, please come and make my heart 
Your dwelling place.  Make my soul pleasing to You 
in every way.  May Your glory be made manifest 
there and may You allow this glory to be made man-
ifest for all eternity.  Jesus, I trust in You. 


