
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

One of the representatives from 
Doune attended the initial meeting 
for facilitators on February 19th in 
Dundee.  
 

Many of the ideas and concepts dis-
cussed during the training session 
were used during a consultation 
with our parishioners.  
 

The parishioners initially engaged 
with the synodal questionnaire, 
sending their responses through 
the online portal.  
 

Only one or two people chose to re-
spond by way of a paper form. After 
this, parishioners were invited to 
attend a sharing meeting at St 

our weekly bulletin.  
 

The meeting was held in the 
church on 30th March 2022. 

 
Synodal process - our intention 

As part of the synodal process, our 
intention was to capture insights 
and discuss our faith journeys and 
what it meant for us to be Catholic 
Christians today. Nine parishioners 
attended the meeting.  
 

The turnout was less than we might 
have hoped for, but we were able 
to create supportive environment 
for every participant to share their 
experiences. 
 

Talk about our own faith journeys. 
We started by setting the ground 
rules and inviting everyone to talk 
about their own faith journeys, 
which ultimately led on to discus-
sion about the joys and complexi-
ties of parish life. 
 

Everyone was sensitive to the syn-
odal process, and we all observed 

to speak without 
interrupting.  

 

We talked about what mattered to 
us most as Catholics, as well as how 
we hoped for change in certain ar-
eas too; in essence, what we 
wanted to retain and what we 
would like to see change. 

 

 

 

2. KEY POINTS 
 

The appreciation of this Sacra-
ment the Eucharist 

It clearly emerged that we all had 
different life stories as Catholics. 
Yet, the presence and power of the 
Holy Communion in the Eucharist 
(Mass) was of overriding im-
portance to everyone.  

 

The appreciation of this Sacrament 
was a source of universal connec-
tion to our faith, no matter where 
we came from or how differently 
we might look at other areas, both 
within and outside of our spiritual 
lives.  
 

We all agreed that faith was a great 
gift that is of huge use to us in life 
throughout each day and in every 
walk and discipline. 
 

Attending Mass was crucial also 
with regards to being a part of 

 A need to belong 
to this community was shared by 

 

 

The Eucharist was considered as a 
source of strength-giving and as-

 
The reason  

we would come to church 
The human connection was noted 
as a key reason we would come to 
church, thus helping also to de-
velop our bond with Jesus Christ.  

 

However, we had mixed thoughts 
and experiences about the wel-
come and support provided to peo-
ple who had newly moved to the 

area by our particular church com-
munity.  
 

 

Some felt they had received a warm 
welcome, while others felt they had 
not been noticed at all and had at-
tended Mass for many years with-
out forming a sense of community.  

 
person remarked. 

 
Traditions and observations 

We felt that one of the calming ele-
ments of our faith was an adher-
ence to routines and well known 
and loved traditions and observa-
tions.  

 

Elements such as the Stations of the 
Cross, the Canon of Prayers, and 
the Rosary were all important pray-
ers and rituals that deepened our 
sense of connection and inner 
sense of peace and belonging.  
 

The idea was mooted that we really 
do need to understand the prayers 
we are saying, not just to intone 
them but to consider their actual 
meaning more deeply and allow 

tions. 
 

We also felt that as a church, both 
in terms of our own parish and at a 
wider level, Catholicism had so 
much to offer a world that 

  
 

Many of us mentioned Taizé chants 
and similar melodic and charismatic 
prayers and reflected on the 

importance of these in our spiritual 
journeys.  
 

Some sadness was shared around 
fear of diminished spirituality and 
ceasing to grow in faith.  
 

Many admitted to craving a more 
charismatic approach to prayer and 
relationship with God. 

 
The Church s moral teaching with 
the input and support of the laity 

We were concerned to have moral 
teaching compassionately led by 
the Church with the input and sup-
port of the laity. We felt that this 
was especially important in a time 
where  is far more am-

 
 

We acknowledged that it was im-
portant to be universally accepting, 

let our moral values and beliefs go.  

 

We recognised the complexity of a 
modern age where tolerance and 
absolute political correctness can 
create a world where one no longer 
feels one can stand up for things 
that are valued within our church.  
 

Some attending expressed their 
view of antiquated ideas that the 
Church holds dearly but which run 
against contemporary social norms 
and trends, e.g., same-sex relation-
ships.  

 

The changing societal fabric and ex-
pectation was noted as an increas-
ingly difficult context for negotia-

fessional work situations where 



liberal values are being heavily pro-
moted. 
We touched on issues of abortion 
and the sanctity of all life. 
Someone said that they believed in 
this but still were concerned about 
the rights of women generally and 
that the Church had to regard eve-
ryone with respect. 
We recognised the sanctity of all 
life within this conversation.

Factors in diminishing numbers of
people in the Parish

A lack of religious education was 
also mentioned as a factor in dimin-
ishing numbers of children and 
young people in the parish, and in 
church more generally. 
We felt that there were many pre-
conceived ideas about our faith 
which turned people away from at-
tending Mass, particularly the 
young and those from less repre-
sented groups. 
We felt that to set a good example 
based on the values of respect was 
the way forward.
It was recognised that the Covid-19 
pandemic had had a major impact 
on Mass attendance even though 
many people had attended Mass 
virtually throughout. 

We felt that social events, including 
shared drinks and food, would be a 
positive way to bring people back to 
our faith family.

Parish leadership and personal 
qualities of priests

Warm memories of the late Father 
Jim were shared, and the new in-
cumbent, Father Les, was praised 
for introducing a new routine of re-
citing a canon of prayers. However, 
some difficulties have surfaced in 
the time since Father Jim died, and 
there had been rifts within the Par-
ish with some people feeling hurt 
and upset, while others have disen-
gaged completely from the parish 
community. 
We were able to reflect and confess 
our sadness about this situation 
and acknowledge a deep need to 
revive in Christ and renew the par-
ish. 
Some felt that there was a need to 
have a Mass of reconciliation to 
heal wounds and create love and 
compassion and forgiveness to heal 
the divisions so keenly felt within 
the parish. 
Above all, it was agreed that things 
needed to be done democratically 
within the parish and not left to a 
few who might both do everything 

but also hold areas of control over
others.

Going forward
We agreed to meet monthly and to 
encourage more people to join us in 
our talking groups. 
We have met in the neutral envi-
ronment of the church but may 
meet in other venues too. 
We also felt that much was to be 
done to harness potential members 
from the new areas of Doune and 
we all agreed that our faith was a 
most valuable thing that could re-
ally help people yet to find it for 
themselves.


