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Baptism of the Lord  
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE GOOD NEWS OF PEACE 
 

The Spirit descends on Jesus after he was baptized. It is the Spirit that anoints 
Jesus to “open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, 
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness, and to bring to the poor the 
good news of salvation.” This news is also “the good news of peace”: The Spirit 
comes in the form of a dove. 
 

There is a gentleness about the dove that has earned for this bird a universal 
association with peace. But the dove also has a wail that reminds one of the 
wail of someone suffering, as in poverty or childbirth. The dove, therefore, 
joins together the themes of justice and peace, of compassion for the poor as 
well as harmony among people. 
 

Luke makes clear that the descent of the Spirit in the form of a dove takes place 
as Jesus was at prayer. In other words, Jesus was open to the action of the Spirit. 
There is certainly a message in that for us. 
 

Peace and justice will enter our lives only if we are open to the action of the 
Spirit, if we make time and space for the voice from heaven to be heard within 
our hearts. If we make that time and space, then “the Lord will bless his people 

with peace.” 
 
In order that the demands of justice may be met and attempts to achieve this goal may succeed, what is needed is the 
gift of grace, a gift which comes from God. Grace, in cooperation with human freedom, constitutes that mysterious 

presence of God in history which is providence. 
 

Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, 1991: 59 
 

Gerald Darring 
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HERE AND NOW 
When the Lord was baptized, a voice came from heaven 
saying, “This is my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” There could hardly be a more important message 
than this identification of Jesus, could there? 
 

But why did this important message come through a voice 
from heaven? A voice from heaven can be heard only by 
those who are there then. What about everybody else? Surely 
it is important for all human beings to know that Jesus is 
God’s beloved Son. 
 

And the same sort of puzzle arises from the First Reading. It 
says that the Messiah will open the eyes of the blind, and the 
Gospels testify that Christ really did so. But he opened the 
eyes of only a few blind people, those blind people who 
were there then.  
 

What about all the other blind people, in other places, in 
other times? Why didn’t Jesus just heal all blindness 
everywhere with one impersonal command: let all the blind 
people of the world be healed? 
 

And so here is one thing we can learn from these Readings. 
In the voice from heaven, in the miracles of Christ, God 
shows that he is committed to the good of particularity. 
 
 

 

God does not send the news about the Messiah as an 
impersonal message directed impartially to all humankind. 
He identifies Jesus as his Son by a voice from heaven heard 
by particular people at a particular time.  

 

Similarly, Christ does not issue an impersonal decree about 
nameless blind people taken as a group. Christ heals some 
particular blind people who happened to be at a particular 
place at the particular time when Christ was also there. 
 

So, you might feel that you are just an unnoticed member of 
your company or an invisible one of the many ordinary 
people in your town.  
 

But where the Lord is concerned, you stand out as the 
particular person you are. God does not deal with people as 
faceless members of a collective.  
 

He calls, and he heals one particular person at a time, as each 
individual comes to him. 
 

But then you yourself—not your Church or your group, but 
you—need to come to the Lord, to face him, to know him, to 
love him, and to let him heal you. Come as yourself, as you 
are, here and now. 
 

Eleonore Stump 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him like a dove and a voice from the heavens rang out, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  
No such dove was seen, or voice was heard when we were 
baptized, yet the Holy Spirit did descend upon us in 
baptism and we were welcomed into this holy family, 
initiated into the body of Christ. Let us give thanks 
today for the blessings we received in baptism, 
blessings we note in the baptism we celebrate today. 
 
 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT  
 

Lord Jesus, God’s beloved Son, you are the Saviour of 
the world: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, God’s beloved Son, you are the everlasting 
sign of mercy and forgiveness: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, God’s beloved Son, you are the Prince of 
Peace: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING      Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” Get you 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here 
is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his 
arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The Word of the Lord. – Thank be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM REFRAIN  
 

Bless the Lord my soul. 
Lord God how great you are! 

 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by HarperCollins. 
Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 

SECOND READING    Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
 

A Reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.  

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of 
righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

The Word of the Lord. – Thank be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Lk 3:16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! John said: He who is to come is mightier 
than I; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

GOSPEL                  Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Now 
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd. and 
Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

BAPTISMAL VOWS RENEWAL 
 

Priest: At baptism You have become a new creation and 
have clothed yourself in Christ. See in this the outward sign 
of your Christian dignity. Bring that dignity unstained into 
the everlasting life of heaven.  
You have received the burning light. This light is entrusted 
to you to be kept burning brightly. Safeguard your baptism 
by a blameless life. Keep the Commandments of God, that 
when our Lord shall come to claim His own, you may be 
worthy to greet Him, with all the saints in the heavenly 
kingdom. Amen. 
 

All repeat together their baptismal vows: 
 

ALL: I promise to reject Satan, / and all his works / and 
empty promises. 
 

All recite the Apostles Creed, which repeats the basic beliefs of 
our faith: 
 

ALL: I believe in God, / the Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, / and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, / who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / born of the 
Virgin Mary, / suffered under Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, 
died and was buried; / he descended into hell; / on the third 
day he rose again from the dead; / he ascended into heaven, 
/ and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
/ from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. / 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic Church, / the 
communion of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / the 
resurrection of the body, / and life everlasting. / Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Priest: The grace of God has come to us, and so with 
confidence in God’s generosity we give voice to our needs 
and the needs of our sisters and brothers. 
 

1. For all of us, the Church, that we may realize the call we 
received in baptism and may, with the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, bring light to all who dwell in darkness in 
every nation, in every age, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. That government leaders may use their power to advance 
justice and promote peace in the nations and communities 
they lead, let us pray to the Lord. 

3. For all who suffer from a shortage of clean water, that this 
precious resource may be shared fairly and equitably, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

4. For all who prepare adults for initiation or parents whose 
children will be baptized, that they may be blessed in their 
ministry, let us pray to the Lord. 

5. That we may all realize our baptismal calling to minister 
to others and that many may respond to that call through 
ordained and lay ministry, let us pray to the Lord.  

6. For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us 
pray to the Lord.  

 

Priest: Heavenly God, may you be pleased with us, your 
baptized children, and bless us with your generosity, through 
him whose baptism we recall today, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


