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Sunday, 5th December 2021 
 

Second Sunday of Advent - C 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

FULFILLING GOD’S PROMISE 
 

Advent is a time of joyful anticipation. It is time, the prophet Baruch says, “to take 
off your robe of mourning and misery,” for God is leading his people “with his mercy 
and justice for company.” God’s people “are wrapped in the cloak of justice from 
God,” and they “will be named by God forever the peace of justice.” 
 

Paul, too, speaks of joyful anticipation, of waiting for “the day of Christ Jesus.” He 
encourages the Philippians to grow in “love, understanding, wealth of experience, 
clear conscience, and blameless conduct,” and he concludes with a wish: “that you 
may be found rich in the harvest of justice which Jesus Christ has ripened in you.” 
 

The message of John the Baptist is to prepare the way for the coming of Christ, to 
make straight the windings and to make smooth the rough ways. 
 

We need a “baptism of repentance,” a cleansing from the old ways of “greed and 
darkness” and a commitment to a new way of living. We need to challenge the 
wisdom of the world in the way it was challenged by that prophet in the desert. 
 
While we are warned that it profits a man nothing if he gain the whole world and lose himself, 
the expectation of a new earth must not weaken but rather stimulate our concern for cultivat-

ing this one. For here grows the body of a new human family, a body which even now is able to 
give some kind of foreshadowing of the new age. 

 
Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 39 
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THE TWO PARTS OF ADVENT 
 

 
PART 1: UP UNTIL DECEMBER 16 

 

While most liturgical 
seasons have the gospel 
as their focus, during the 
first weeks of Advent, 
the Church gives us daily 
readings from the 
prophet Isaiah. With the 

eyes of faith, these foretell the coming of the Messiah.  
 

Rather than a continuous gospel narrative familiar to 
us for most of the year, this part of Advent offers a 
wide variety of gospel readings that support the first 
reading of the day. After almost two weeks of Isaiah 
readings, we hear the foretelling of a Messiah from 
other prophets from the Hebrew scriptures - in Sirach, 
Numbers, Zephaniah and returning to Isaiah. With 
each passing week, the prophets speak more clearly of 
the coming of a Saviour.  

So, in reading the first reading, for the first part of Ad-
vent, we listen to the anticipation, expectation, hope 
and promise.  
 

In listening to the second reading, we listen for the ful-
filment or connection with the gospel. 

 
PART 2: DECEMBER 17 – 24 
 

In these last eight days be-
fore Christmas, the rela-
tionship between the read-
ing’s changes. Now the 
gospel brings us to our cel-
ebration of Christmas. The 
gospels are taken from the 

infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke. 
Each of these days, the first reading is taken from the 
Hebrew scriptures, and chosen to match the gospel.  In 
many cases we can imagine Matthew or Luke having 
the first reading open on their desks while they wrote 
the gospel. 
So, we can read the gospel first and then read the first 
reading.  The sense of anticipation and fulfilment 
builds as we read the story of the preparation for Jesus' 
first coming into this world for us. 
 

 

The latest edition of the Bishop’s newsletter, Dunkeld 
News, is now available – Please pick up a copy IT IS FREE.  

It can also be viewed on the Diocesan website  
– www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk. 



 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

We hear from both Baruch and Isaiah today, the latter 
through Luke’s description of John the Baptist’s work, chal-
lenging and comforting the people of Israel. Baruch calls the 
people back to Jerusalem, where they will be “wrapped in 
the cloak of justice.” Isaiah promises that when the Lord 
comes, “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Let us pre-
pare for the Lord’s coming, assured that justice and salva-
tion are nigh. 
 
FIRST READING                 Baruch 5:1-9 
 

A reading from the Book of Prophet Baruch 
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put 
on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak 
of the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the 
glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to show 
your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the 
name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through integ-
rity, and honour through devotedness. ’Arise, Jerusalem, 
stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east: see 
your sons reassembled from west and east at the command 
of the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them. 
Though they left you on foot, with enemies for an escort, 
now God brings them back to you like royal princes carried 
back in glory. For God has decreed the flattening of each 
high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the val-
leys to make the ground level so that Israel can walk in 
safety under the glory of God. And the forests and every 
fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel at the command 
of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory 
with his mercy and integrity for escort. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Psalm 125 
 

R./: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 
with joy. ~ When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it 
seemed like a dream. Then was our mouth filled with laugh-
ter, on our lips there were songs.  
 

R./: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 
with joy. ~ The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 
the Lord worked for them!’ What marvels the Lord worked 
for us! Indeed, we were glad.  
 

R./: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 
with joy. ~ Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams 
in dry land. Those who are sowing in tears will sing when 
they reap.  
 

R./: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 
with joy. ~ They go out, they go out, full of tears carrying 
seed for the sowing: they come back, they come back, full 
of song, carrying their sheaves.  
 

R./: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled 
with joy. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                Philippians 1:4-6,8-11 
 

A reading from the First letter of St. Paul to Philippians 
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering 
how you have helped to spread the Good News from the 

day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite cer-
tain that the One who began this good work in you will see 
that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes; and 
God knows how much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Je-
sus loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other 
may increase more and more and never stop improving 
your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you 
can always recognise what is best. This will help you to be-
come pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of 
Christ, when you will reach the perfect goodness which Je-
sus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Lk3:4,6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and all 
mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                      Luke 3:1-6 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pon-
tius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Gali-
lee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontif-
icate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the 
whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
sayings of the prophet Isaiah: 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. Every 
valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, 
winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made 
smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Priest: Because God is faithful and loving, we can bring for-
ward our intentions with confidence. 
 
To be read by the People: 
• For the Church, that we may gain the strength and resolve 

to fill in the empty valleys facing those who are poor and 
despairing, giving material assistance to those most in 
need, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For world leaders, that they may make low the mountains 
and hills we have built with weapons of war and destruc-
tion, smoothing the way to global peace, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• For all those in authority, that they may make straight the 
winding roads that thwart our progress toward fairness 
and justice, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For those in danger of being without heat or shelter dur-
ing this time of year when the weather grows colder, that 
they may have a warm place to call home, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• For all of us, that we may take to heart John the Baptist’s 
call, repent of our sins, and prepare for the coming of the 
Lord into the world, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Priest: Lord, you are a true friend to those who revere you: 
be our support in all our needs, we pray, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



 

 
 

We often miss Advent's power because these December weeks are full 
of secular Christmas parties and preparations for Christmas. These 
prayers offer simple ways to enter into this Advent season, day by day, 
in the midst of our everyday lives. 
 

DAILY ADVENT PRAYER 
 

1. OPENING: Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your 
praise. 

 

2. PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

3. CLOSING: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
 

MONDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Hear the word of the Lord, O na-
tions; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour 
will come; you need no longer fear. 
 

COLLECT: May our prayer of petition rise before you, we 
pray, O Lord, that, with purity unblemished, we, your serv-
ants, may come, as we desire, to celebrate the great mys-
tery of the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Christ our Redeemer, who will come 
again to free from the power of death all those who return 
to him, let us humbly pray: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

• As we proclaim your coming, Lord, - cleanse our hearts of 
every vain desire. 

• Lord, may the Church which you founded, - proclaim your 
greatness to all peoples. 

• Your law is a light to our eyes, - let it protect those who 
trust in you. 

• You allow the joys of your coming to be foretold to us by 
your Church, - may we receive you with eager devotion. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: God of Strength, I need your courage. 
You offer to make firm the knees that are weak. Only you 
know how frightened I so often am. And you do offer me 
strength. There is the promise of your Son's coming and 
knowing that you will save me. I can't do this on my own no 
matter how often I think I can. Give me the humility to ask 
for your help and open heart to accept your healing and 
love in my life. Amen. 
 

TUESDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Behold, the Lord will come, and all 
his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great 
light. 
 

COLLECT: O God, who have shown forth your salvation to 
all the ends of the earth, grant, we pray, that we may look 
forward in joy to the glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Jesus Christ our Lord, the light of the 
world, let us cry out with joy: Come Lord Jesus! 
 

• Dispel our darkness with the light of your presence, - and 
make us worthy of your gifts. 

• Save us, Lord our God, - that we may praise your holy 
name this day. 

• Enkindle in our hearts the flame of your love, - and make 
us long to be united with you. 

• You bore our infirmity, - aid the sick and those who are to 
die this day. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Almighty God, I hear it over and over: 
you are coming to me. I feel my heart stir in anticipation, 
and I sense that you are inviting me to enter more deeply 

into the mystery of your birth. Help me to feel renewed pa-
tience settle in my heart, and to lift my face in joy. I have 
been like a lost lamb, but I hear your voice calling me and I 
feel how deeply you want me to return. Somehow, I know 
that you rejoice in my desire to find you. Help me not to be 
afraid to say out loud, to believe: Here is God, coming into 
my life. Amen. 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord will come and he will not 
delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness 
and reveal himself to all the nations. 
 

COLLECT: Almighty God, who command us to prepare the 
way for Christ the Lord, grant in your kindness, we pray, 
that no infirmity may weary us as we long for the comfort-
ing presence of our heavenly physician. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Jesus Christ our Lord, who came among 
us in his mercy, let us constantly cry out with joy: Come Lord 
Jesus 
 

• You came from the Father to take on our human nature, 
-now set free what was harmed in us by sin. 

• One day you will come again in glory to your chosen peo-
ple, - come to us today and help us sinners to recognize 
your mercy and tender love. 

• We glory in praising you, Lord Jesus, -come and bring us 
your salvation. 

• Through faith you lead us into light, - may we reveal your 
justice through our deeds. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving and powerful God, some days I 
can only be in awe of your power and love. You never tire 
of supporting me. I constantly ask for help knowing you will 
always be there. From some place deep in my soul, I hear 
you calling me by name, and I prepare with a joyful heart 
for your coming. Grant me the gift of hope, patience and 
waiting in these Advent days because I want the focus of 
my waiting to be on you. I want to praise and glorify you 
with my life. Let me live my gratitude to you, rejoicing! 
Amen. 
 

THURSDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: You, O Lord, are close, and all your 
ways are truth. From of old I have known of your decrees, 
for you are eternal. 
 

COLLECT: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 
paths of your Only Begotten Son, that through his coming 
we may be found worthy to serve you with minds made 
pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us pray to God our Father who sent his 
Son to save mankind: Show us your mercy, Lord. 
 

• Father most merciful, we confess our faith in your Christ 
with our words, - keep us from denying him in our actions. 

• You have sent your Son to rescue us, - remove every sor-
row from the face of the earth and from our country. 

• Our land looks forward with delight to the approach of 
your Son, - let it experience the fullness of your joy. 

• Through your mercy makes us live holy and chaste lives in 
this world, - eagerly awaiting the blessed hope and com-
ing of Christ in glory. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Lord, like a loving parent, you offer me 
your comforting hand. Help me to wait for your coming with 
patience and to listen to what you ask of me. I want so much 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/ImmaculateConception.html


to be one of “your people” and to live my life in you. Thank 
you for the way you bless my life. Thank you for listening to 
my prayers and for planting deep in my heart the 
knowledge that with you, nothing is impossible. Amen. 
 

FRIDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Behold, the Lord will come de-
scending with splendour to visit his people with peace, and 
he will bestow on them eternal life. 
 

COLLECT: Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, 
may be ever watchful for the coming of your Only Begotten 
Son, that as the author of our salvation himself has taught 
us, we may hasten alert and with lighted lamps to meet him 
when he comes. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Christ our Redeemer, who comes to 
save us from our sins, let us cry out with joy: Come, Lord 
Jesus! 
 

• The prophets of old foretold your birth among us, - now 
make virtue come to life in us. 

• We proclaim your saving work, - now grant us your salva-
tion. 

• You came to heal the contrite, - heal the weakness of your 
people. 

• You came and saw fit to reconcile the world, - when you 
come again in judgment, free us from the torments of 
punishment. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jesus, in the darkness of these Advent 
nights let me be guided by the light of your word. Give me 
the humility to be led by you and the wisdom to learn from 
you. I feel your light in my life and in the world. I am grateful 
for the Saviour who awaits us, and eagerly await the time 
of rejoicing. Let me look forward in hope and turn to you 
with great trust, knowing you will guide my steps along the 
unknown path of this day. Amen. 
 

SATURDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Come and show us your face, O 
Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and we will be 
save. 
 

COLLECT: May the splendour of your glory dawn in our 
hearts, we pray, almighty God, that all shadows of the night 
may be scattered, and we may be shown to be children of 
light by the advent of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who will 
come again in glory with great power, let us make our hum-
ble prayer: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

• Lord Jesus, you will come with great power, - look on our 
lowliness and make us worthy of your gifts. 

• You came to be the good news for mankind, - may we al-
ways proclaim your saving work. 

• You are worthy of praises, for you have life and rule all 
things, - help us to wait in joyful hope for the coming of 
your glory. 

• We long for the grace of your coming, - console us with 
the gift of your own divine life. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jesus, in the darkness of these Advent 
nights let me be guided by the light of your word. Give me 
the humility to be led by you and the wisdom to learn from 
you. I feel your light in my life and in the world. I am grateful 
for the Saviour who awaits us, and eagerly await the time 
of rejoicing. Let me look forward in hope and turn to you 

with great trust, knowing you will guide my steps along the 
unknown path of this day. Amen. 
 

 

ADVENT SCHEDULE 
 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent – 5th December 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent – 12th December 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 
 

 

Parish Advent Service 
17th December 2021 

Friday in Doune at 3.00pm 
 

Day of Reconciliation 
 

Since the Christmas season is quickly approaching Advent 
will be an excellent time for the celebration of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Further, due to the restoration of the Sun-
day Obligation, it could be that the number of Confessions 
requested increases. The Apostolic Penitentiary in Rome ad-
vised that the Pandemic General Absolution Faculty can still 
be utilised as authorised by the Ordinary 
 

Accordingly, for the Season of Advent,  
Bishop Stephen Robson extends permission to all 
priests working in the diocese of Dunkeld the fac-

ulty to grant General Absolution,  
up to and including the Solemnity of Christmas. 

 

 
 

4th Sunday of Advent – 19th December 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

 

24th December – Christmas Vigil 
Killin: 4.00pm, Callander: 5.30pm, Doune: 7.00pm 

 

 

25th December – Christmas Day 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

26th December – Holy Family 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

1st January – New Year 2022 
Mary, Holy Mother of God - Solemnity 

Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 
 

2nd January – The Epiphany of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

9th January – The Baptism of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

End of Christmastide 
 

 

               OBITUARY 
 

Mrs Kathleen MacKay, our Parishioner died on 
Saturday 25th November 2021. Requiem Mass at 
St Joseph’s Parish on Monday 13th December 2021 
at 11:00am. Thereafter burial at Callander  

Cemetery at 12:15pm. 
 

Fr. Colin Golden (P.P.) died on Saturday 25th November 2021. 
Requiem Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes in Perth on Friday 10th De-
cember 2021 at 12 noon. Thereafter burial at Wellshill Cemetery, 
Perth.  
 

Bishop John Cunningham, Bishop Emeritus of Galloway, died 
on Wednesday, 1st December 2021. 

 

We offer our condolences to their Families, Friends. 


