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Sunday, 26th December 2021 
 

The Holy Family - Feast 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 
 

The Holy Family is a symbol of what every family 
should be like. It is in a special way a sign of the 
unity of the human family. 
 

Today’s liturgy tells of all the qualities which 
should characterize the human family: respect, 
care, kindness, forgiveness, love, peace, duty. It 
expresses, in terms of the culture of biblical 
times, the ideal of harmony and working 
together. 
 

The boy Jesus disturbed his family’s internal 
harmony momentarily, but with good reason, for 

the sake of something higher. The internal harmony of today’s human family 
is also being disturbed, but for the sake of things baser: greed, the will to 
dominate, disregard for human dignity, pride, selfishness. 
 

“Why have you done this to us?” This is the question that must be impressed 
upon all those who disturb the unity of the human family, the oppressors, 
racists and sexists, the hoarders of wealth, the polluters of the land, the 
abusers of children, the neglecters of the elderly, the instigators of war, the 
killers and rapists, the indifferent. 
 

“Why have you done this to us?” All of human life, whether individual or 
collective, shows itself to be a dramatic struggle between good and evil, 
between light and darkness. Indeed, man finds that by himself he is 
incapable of battling the assaults of evil successfully, so that everyone feels 
as though he is bound by chains. But the Lord himself came to free and 
strengthen man, renewing him inwardly and casting out that prince of this 
world who held him in the bondage of sin. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 1965:13 
 

Gerald Darring 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
We are treated to some poignant words about families 
in today’s readings. Sirach speaks to an adult child taking 
care of an aging parent whose mind may be failing. Paul 
asks us to “put on” kindness and patience so that we may 
bear with one another and forgive each other. No doubt 
the Blessed Mother was quite anxious when Jesus stayed 
behind in his “Father’s house,” but she treasured this 
memory in her heart. May the words we hear today help 
us appreciate our own family relationships.   
 

FIRST READING        Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 
A reading from the book of Sirach 
God sets a father in honour over his children; a mother’s 
authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honours 
his father atones for sins and preserves himself from 
them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches 
who reveres his mother. Whoever honours his father is 

gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who 
obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, 
take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not 
as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate 
of him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to 
a father will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the 
debt of your sins —a house raised in justice to you.  
The Word of the Lord. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My 
soul yearns and pines for the courts of the LORD. My 
heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
 

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 

 

Jesus had not come to earth 
in order to be Mary and 
 Joseph’s child. Just the 

opposite. Mary and Joseph 
came into earthly existence 
to prepare this boy for his 
role as the adult son of the 

Father of all things. 
Every family’s duty is to send 

their young children out 
from home when they are 
approaching adulthood.  

In this case, even at twelve 
years old, Jesus was showing 

how God interacts  
with the world. A learning 
experience for the family, 

painful, good, and pointing 
toward the future Easter. 

 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* *-*-*-*-*-* *-*-*-*-*-*- 
 

CHRISTMASTIDE SCHEDULE 
 

1st January, Saturday, New Year  
Mary, Holy Mother of God – Solemnity 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

2nd January, Sunday, 
Epiphany of the Lord:  

Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 
9th January, Sunday, 
Baptism of the Lord:  

Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 



Happy they who dwell in your house! Continually they 
praise you. Happy the men whose strength you are! 
Their hearts are set upon the pilgrimage. 
 

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 

O LORD of hosts, hear our prayer; hearken, O God of 
Jacob! O God, behold our shield, and look upon the face 
of your anointed. 
 

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                Col 3:12-17 
Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against 
another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also 
do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of 
perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your 
hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one 
another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
The Word of the Lord. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                       Col 3:15a, 16a 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Let the peace of Christ control your hearts; Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                 Lk 2:41-52 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke 
Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast  
of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they 
went up according to festival custom. After they had 
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they 
journeyed for a day and looked for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, 
and all who heard him were astounded at his 
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I 
have been looking for you with great anxiety.”  And he 
said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  But they 
did not understand what he said to them. He went down 
with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to 
them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favour 
before God and man. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Priest: Trusting that we will be heard as we pray here in God 
our Father’s house, we give voice to the needs of our whole 
human family. 

1. For the Church, that our family of faith may find favour 
before God in the way that we care for our most 
vulnerable members, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For leaders of nations, that they may take the shared 
values of the whole human family and work together to 
bring justice and peace to all peoples, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

3. For those dealing with difficult family situations, that they 
may find support and comfort in our parish family, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

4. For all of us, that we may treat members of our families 
with kindness, humility, patience, and compassion, 
forgiving them when they let us down, putting on love 
overall, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Priest: Loving God, not wanting the first human to be alone, 
you created the human family. Let us create in our own 
families’ bonds that keep us connected so that we never 
need to walk alone as we lift these prayers to you through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS WISHES 
 

Our four-week Advent journey comes to 
its glorious fulfilment this holy day, when 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord into 
this world. We mark Jesus’ birth as a tiny 
baby two thousand years ago, but also 
recognize that he is continually being 
born in our hearts and in our world as 
we allow him to penetrate our innermost 
selves and let him lead us to act in his 
name. Into a humble, lowly stable the 

Light of the world was born. Into our humble, lowly hearts let 
the Light of the world shine forth. Merry Christmas. Fr. Leszek  
 

 

I would like to thank all the 
parishioners who have taken part 
in preparing the church for 
Christmas. I am sure you’ll agree 
that the church looks very 
beautiful, and this couldn’t have 

been achieved without their hard work, effort, and 
time. We are very grateful for what they have done 
for the parish.  Fr. Leszek 

 

 
 

RETURN OF SUNDAY OBLIGATION DELAYED 
DECEMBER 23, 2021 * PRESS RELEASE 

 

At the beginning of Advent, the Bishops of Scotland had 
looked forward to welcoming the faithful back to Holy 
Mass and anticipated that the restoration of the Sunday 
Obligation might be possible at the start of the New 
Year. Announcing its postponement, a spokesperson 
for the Bishops said:  
 

“Sadly, there has been a serious worsening of the 
situation and the restoration of the obligation will be 
postponed until a more favourable time. For us Sunday is 
always a Holy Day, and we invite those who are unable 
to be with us in person to continue to join with us in 
prayer and spiritual communion either by personal or 
family prayers or by online celebrations of Mass.”   
 

“We ask everyone to continue to pray for a speedy end 
to the Pandemic and for the good health of you and your 
loved ones in 2022. We also pray for all those who passed 
during 2021 and those who grieve. May Our Lady Health 
of the Sick pray for us and may Saints Andrew and 
Margaret protect us.” 


