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Sunday, 2nd January 2022 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord - Solemnity 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

READING THE SIGNS 
 

Wise men came from the east. They had not had the benefit of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, but they were wise enough to read the signs and fall in homage 
before “the glory of the Lord.” In their wisdom, they offered gifts which 
acknowledged Jesus as both king and sacrificial victim. 
 

King Herod, meanwhile, had not learned from his people's Scriptures, and 
in his lack of wisdom, he became greatly disturbed. He became the enemy 
of the child, for he refused to accept that kingship is his, and government 
and power. The contrast between the acceptance by the Gentile wise men 

and the rejection by the Jewish king underscores the message that Jesus is the “light of all peoples.” No one is 
excluded. The chosen Jews and the foreigners from “the ends of the earth are members of the same body and 
sharers of the promise.” Those who exclude others from the life of the human family are being unfaithful to the 
Son “revealed to the nations.” Those who accept only the rich and powerful are being unfaithful to the God 
who shall have pity for the lowly and the poor. 
 

Basic justice demands the establishment of minimum levels of participation in the life of the human community for 
all persons. The ultimate injustice is for a person or group to be treated actively or abandoned passively 

 as if they were non-members of the human race.  
To treat people this way is effectively to say that they simply do not count as human beings. 

 

Economic Justice for All, 1986:77 
Gerald Darring 

 
 

Copyright © 2021, Gerald Darring. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. The above reproduction has been identified as being free of known restrictions under 
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights. 

 
 

 

 
 

RETURN OF SUNDAY OBLIGATION DELAYED 
 

At the beginning of Advent, the Bishops of Scotland had 
looked forward to welcoming the faithful back to Holy 
Mass and anticipated that the restoration of the Sunday 
Obligation might be possible at the start of the New 
Year. Announcing its postponement, a spokesperson 
for the Bishops said:  
 

“Sadly, there has been a serious worsening of the situation 
and the restoration of the obligation will be postponed until 
a more favourable time. For us Sunday is always a Holy 
Day, and we invite those who are unable to be with us in 
person to continue to join with us in prayer and spiritual 
communion either by personal or family prayers or by online 
celebrations of Mass.”  
 

“We ask everyone to continue to pray for a speedy end to 
the Pandemic and for the good health of you and your loved 
ones in 2022. We also pray for all those who passed during 
2021 and those who grieve. May Our Lady Health of the 
Sick pray for us and may Saints Andrew and Margaret 
protect us.” 

 



INTRODUCTION TO LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

Though Jerusalem had been laid waste by the invading 
Babylonian army and the Israelites were just beginning 
to return there, Isaiah foresaw the day when it would 
draw people and riches from near and far. The psalmist 
proclaims that all nations will adore God, for justice and 
peace will flower throughout the land. People of every 
nation, says Paul, are members of the same body of 
Christ as those who heard the gospel from Jesus directly. 
In the Gospel, the magi from the east are led by the 
wondrous star to the humble stable where Jesus lay. As 
we hear these passages, let us contemplate our faith 
through the eyes of an outsider. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING       Is 60:1-6 
 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
Rise up in splendour, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers 
the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon 
you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. 
Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your 
shining radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they 
all gather and come to you: your sons come from afar, 
and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. Then you 
shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb 
and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied 
out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to 
you. Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from 
Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing 
gold and frankincense and proclaiming the praises of the 
LORD.  
 

The Word of the Lord. – Thank be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 
 

 
 

1. O God, with your judgment endow the king, and with 
your justice, the king’s son; He shall govern your people 
with justice and your afflicted ones with judgment. /(R.) 
 

2. Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace, 
till the moon be no more. May he rule from sea to sea, 
and from the river to the ends of the earth. /(R.) 
 

3. The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; the 
kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. All kings 
shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve him. /(R.) 
 

4. For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and 
the afflicted when he has no one to help him. He shall 
have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the poor 
he shall save. /(R.) 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING         Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 

A Reading from the letter of St Paul to Ephesians.  
Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship 
of God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit, 

namely, that the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation. It was not made known to people in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  that the Gentiles 
are coheirs, members of the same body, and co-partners 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

The Word of the Lord. – Thank be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Mt 2:2 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. We saw his star at its rising and have 
come to do him homage. R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL       Mt 2:1-12 
 

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mathiew.  
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the new-born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do 
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling 
all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, He 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They 
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been 
written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi 
secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s 
appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search diligently for the child. When you have found 
him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him 
homage.” After their audience with the king, they set 
out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the 
star, and on entering the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did 
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed for their country by another way. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

1. For the Church, that we may reflect the light of Christ in 
the words we preach and the actions we take so that that 
light may shine forth to all peoples, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

2. For world leaders, that they may acknowledge an equal 
dignity for all people no matter their place in society, and 
then work tirelessly for justice for all so that all nations 
may be shining lights for everyone to appreciate, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

3. For peace on earth, that the promise of the Prince of 
Peace may be realized in our attitudes and our 
behaviour, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For all those fleeing their home countries because of 
danger, hardship, or fear, that they may be welcomed in 
a new home and given the opportunity to live a better 
life, let us pray to the Lord. 

5. For this community of faith, that strangers may find the 
Lord in our midst, let us pray to the Lord. 

6. For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us 
pray to the Lord. 


