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Sunday, 19th December 2021 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - C 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

COME, LORD JESUS 
Lord, let us see your face. We have come so close to the coming of Christ; it is as though 
we can stand the waiting no longer. We want to see God’s face. And what is that face like 
when it comes? It is the face of God become poor, the all-powerful God taking flesh in 
the womb of a virgin, that most disparaged of creatures in Jewish culture. It is the face 
of God become poor, the all-powerful God being born in an obscure village, Bethlehem, 
“too small to be among the clans of Judah.” 
It is the face of God become poor, the all-powerful God present in the meeting of two 
insignificant women, far from the worldly centres of power. 
Christmas happens. Christ comes, but in strange ways and surprising circumstances. 
Many of us miss the coming of Christ because we expect him where and when he is not. 
God has to “make us turn in a different direction” so that we can find Christ in poverty 

(Bethlehem) and in the poor and outcast (Mary and Elizabeth). 
 

Christ, our Saviour, not only loved the poor, but rather ‘being rich he became poor,’ he lived in poverty. His mission centered on 
advising the poor of their liberation and he founded his Church as the sign of that poverty among men. 

 
Poverty of the Church 

 

Gerald Darring 
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WHERE THE TRUTH LIES 
 

In the Readings for Sunday, there is the sketch of a wonder-
ful world. 
 

In that world there are angels, who take care of human be-
ings. There is a ruler, who shepherds people and protects 
them. By his power and his goodness, he brings peace to all 
the earth.  
 

There is peace for the troubled psyche of every person too. 
God turns each unsettled, uneasy, unhappy heart to him-
self. And, turned to God, every heart can be at peace. 
 

There is salvation from sin and even holiness. God has re-
deemed his people and consecrated them to himself. They 
are the saints of God. And there is glory. 
 

Who was this, Elizabeth? An ordinary Jewish woman of her 
time, distinguished by her barrenness and not much more. 
And yet look at her in the Gospels, filled with the Holy Spirit 
and exercising the office of prophet to Mary, mother of the 
Lord. She is glorious in this story, isn’t she? In the world 
sketched by the Readings there is the glory and beauty of 
holiness available for all God’s people. 
 

But consider the everyday world we live in. Do we find an-
gels, majestic rulers, goodness protecting the people, peace 
in the world, holiness in our hearts, glory in our lives? Look 
around the mall, listen to the news media. What world are 
the writers of the Readings living in? 
 

And yet our own experience of grace gives us hope in the 
world of the Readings, doesn’t it? 
 

The ugliness and the evil, so easy to see, overlie a deeper 
reality, which we can sense in the quiet moments of our 
lives when, like Mary, we are open to the call of the Lord. 

The everyday world of the mall and the news media, which 
looks so compelling, is a thin thing which will crumple and 
dissolve in time. What will remain is the world we hear 
about in Sunday’s Readings.  
 

In Deuteronomy, Moses tells the people, “The eternal God 
is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms!” 
(Dt 33:27). Underneath, in the refuge of the everlasting 
arms, is where the truth of the Readings lies. And the Truth 
behind the Readings lies in the womb of Mary, waiting to be 
born. 

Eleonore Stump 
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Mrs Jean GARDNER 
our Parishioner died on Thursday 9th De-
cember 2021.     Reception of remains on 
Monday, 20th December at 6:00pm.  
    Requiem Mass on Tuesday, 21st Decem-
ber at St Joseph’s at 11:00am.     Thereafter 

Burial at Kilmadock Cemetery in Doune. 
 

We offer our condolences to Her Family and Friends. 
 
 

            COVID GUIDANCE 
 

The latest Government guidelines have not 
caused changes into how we gather and wor-
ship.  We will continue to keep the church 
ventilated -- wrap up warm -- Wear a face 

mask if you are able to - Use the hand gel on entering and 
leaving the church. Please leave the church as soon as the 
service is finished. In addition, the Diocese is supporting the 
Governments message on taking lateral flow tests regularly 
and if possible before coming to a church service. 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Our anticipation of the Lord’s birth is mirrored in the words 
from scripture that we hear today. Micah, who lived eight 
centuries before Jesus was born, proclaims that a long-
awaited ruler from the line of David will come from the little 
town of Bethlehem. The author of Hebrews asserts that Je-
sus was born into the world to be himself an offering ac-
cording to the Father’s will. Luke tells the story of Mary vis-
iting her older cousin Elizabeth, who, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, becomes the first to call her blessed. Filled with the 
Holy Spirit, let us focus our anticipation on God’s blessings. 
 
FIRST READING                       Mi 5:1-4a 
 

A reading from the Book of Prophet Micah 
Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small 
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from 
of old, from ancient times.  
Therefore, the Lord will give them up, until the time when 
she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his kin-
dred shall return to the children of Israel. He shall stand firm 
and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the 
majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall remain, 
for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; 
he shall be peace. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM             Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the 
cherubim, shine forth. Rouse your power and come to save 
us. 
 

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 
 

Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and 
see; take care of this vine, and protect what your right hand 
has planted the son of man whom you yourself made 
strong. 
 

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 
 

May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the 
son of man whom you yourself made strong. Then we will 
no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will 
call upon your name. 
 

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING                              Heb 10:5-10 
 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews 
Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he 
said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body 
you prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you 
took no delight. Then I said, ‘As is written of me in the scroll, 
behold, I come to do your will, O God.’ “First, he says, 

“Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings, you 
neither desired nor delighted in.” 
These are offered according to the law. Then he says: Be-
hold, I come to do your will.” He takes away the first to es-
tablish the second. By this “will,” we have been consecrated 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Lk 1:38 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to 
me according to your word. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                  Luke 1:39-45 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste to a 
town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in 
her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried 
out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 
does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you 
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Priest: No one is so small or so lowly or so young or so old 
that God would overlook them, and so with confidence we 
bring our needs and the needs of our parish before the Lord. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

• For the Church, that like Mary we may eagerly bring Christ 
to our neighbours, rejoicing in God’s presence in our 
world, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For all those in leadership positions, that they may uphold 
the dignity of all the people they serve, particularly those 
deemed insignificant or unimportant, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

• For expectant mothers, that they may realize their bless-
edness and the blessedness of the fruit of their womb, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• For all of us, that our hearts may be worthy dwelling 
places for our Lord, enabling us to bring Christ to all whom 
we encounter, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Priest: Eternally faithful God, you created us in your own im-
age, guided us along your paths, called us back to you, and 
sent your Son to redeem us. Find our prayers worthy of your 
compassion and grant them through your Son, our Lord, 
whose coming we proclaim in joyous expectation. 
 

 

BLESSING OF STRAW 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all 
creation: You have made the earth 
fruitful with ripe wheat, which we 
have harvested from the land.  
Today we come before you with 

straw. Soon we will use this straw to celebrate the birth of your 
Son in Bethlehem: For he is the Bread of Life, our Saviour and 
Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

We often miss Advent's power because these December weeks are 
full of secular Christmas parties and preparations for Christmas. 

 

What are we waiting for, and how should we wait 
during Advent? 

Although the season of Advent is a time of penitence 
and a certain austerity, it is above all a time of joyful 
waiting. But what are we waiting for? And how should 
we wait? 
 

Let us prepare our hearts to receive God made man 
 

During Advent, we wait and prepare for the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas. This seems obvious, but perhaps 
you have already heard your children (more likely the 
teenagers, rarely the little ones) object that the whole 
thing seems artificial to them: “Why should we prepare 
for Christmas? Jesus was born a long time ago and isn’t 
coming back on December 25. Christmas will be like 
every year: in the end, nothing ever happens. After-
wards, life goes on exactly like before: there are always 
problems, people suffering and wars.” And how many 
adults, deep down, think the same thing: “Christmas is 
for children. We have no false illusions anymore: we 
know that Christmas is not going to change anything.”  

 

For them, Christmas is either a kind of fictional story to 
make children get excited or a simple commemora-
tion: it is done “as if,” without much relevance to real, 
day to day life. And Advent therefore boils down to 
preparing for a party. 
 

Yes, it is true that through the Incarnation the Son of 
God was introduced into history: He was born in Beth-
lehem, once and only once, and is not “reborn” every 
year at Christmas.  

 

But the birth of Jesus is an event that concerns more 
than just his contemporaries: Jesus was not only born 
for Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and the Magi. He was 
born for me, for each one of us. Even if I cannot go to 
the manger like the shepherds, I am invited to contem-
plate and adore in the same way they did. I don’t do 
“as if I were there” because it is today, in my life, that I 
can welcome the mystery of the Incarnation and live 
it. Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem out of love for 
me, is truly alive and present. The manger, the straw, 
and the cries of the new-born was then, but Jesus-
made-man out of love for me is now. And that is what 
Christmas is all about.  
 

In other words, during Advent, we do not prepare a 
manger to welcome a new-born baby, we prepare our 
hearts to welcome God-made-man. “But we already 
did that last year! It doesn’t make sense to do it all over 
again!” Last year? Of course, and not only last year, 
because it is every day that we are invited to welcome 
Jesus. But we don’t welcome Him once and that’s it — 
it is never enough; it is never over. So how do we pre-
pare our hearts to receive the mystery of Christmas? 
 

THREE KEY WORDS  
THAT GO HAND IN HAND WITH ADVENT 

 

Prayer, poverty and patience must become our guides 
to Christmas. Prayer, first and always. As a family and 
individually, it is necessary to dedicate more time to 

prayer during these four weeks leading up to Christ-
mas. Each of us should think about how we can do this.  

 

We can ask the Blessed Virgin, who lived an “Advent” 
of nine months, from the Annunciation to the Nativity, 
to help us: let us not hesitate to pray the Rosary, the 
prayer par excellence of the little ones and the poor. 
And we should meditate on the passages of the Word 
of God that the Church gives us throughout Ad-
vent. During family prayer, for example, we can take 
up the psalms that speak of the expectations and hopes 
of God’s people. 
 

Poverty: One only has to look at the manger and the 
simplicity of the shepherds who were the first to be in-
vited to meet the Messiah to understand that it takes 
a humble heart to enter into the mystery of Christ-
mas. This means freeing ourselves from our posses-
sions. We all have them, whether we are four years old 
or 50, and they are not necessarily worth their weight 
in gold—they are an obstacle between God and us. Ad-
vent is a time of stripping away. 
 

Patience: During Advent, we are invited to meditate 
on the long wait of the Chosen People who, for millen-
nia, longed for the coming of the Messiah. The Old Tes-
tament reminds us that “the Lord is patient” and mer-
ciful, infinitely so: his people (like each one of us) can 
give him a thousand reasons to renounce his design of 
love, but God never says: “What’s the use? It’s a waste 
of time!” Patience is learned every day, as I learn how 
to accept obstacles, delays and setbacks with calm and 
joy, as I learn to walk at a slightly slower pace, when I 
surrender into God’s hands all my anguish and fear for 
the future in order to fully live the present moment.  

 

So, let’s take the time to prepare for Christmas well! 
 

Christine Ponsard 
 

Source: https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/11/29/3-key-words-to-help-prepare-your-heart-for-christmas/ 
 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

 

24th December – Christmas Vigil 
Killin: 4.00pm, Callander: 5.30pm, Doune: 7.00pm 

 

 

25th December – Christmas Day 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

We don’t need to put Christ back  
into Christmas, we simply need to remove  

the clutter we have placed over him. 
 

 

26th December – Holy Family 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

1st January – New Year 2022 
Mary, Holy Mother of God - Solemnity 

Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 
 

2nd January – The Epiphany of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

9th January – The Baptism of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

End of Christmastide 
 



 

PARISH PARKING 
 

Please remember - Cars are parked in the church 
grounds at the owners’ risk. 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH, MAN OF SILENCE 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 

After illustrating the environment in which he lived, his role 
in salvation history and his being just and the spouse of 
Mary, today I would like to consider another important per-
sonal aspect: silence. Very often nowadays we need silence. 
Silence is important. I am struck by a verse from the Book 
of Wisdom that was read with Christmas in mind, which 
says: “While gentle silence enveloped all things, your all-
powerful word leaped from heaven”. The moment of most 
silence God manifested himself. It is important to think 
about silence in this age in which it does not seem to have 
much value. 
 

The Gospels do not contain a single word uttered by Joseph 
of Nazareth: nothing, he never spoke. This does not mean 
that he was taciturn, no: there is a deeper reason why the 
Gospels do not say a word. With his silence, Joseph confirms 
what Saint Augustine writes: “To the extent that the Word – 
that is, the Word made man - grows in us, words dimin-
ish”. [1] To the extent that Jesus, the spiritual life, grows, 
words diminish. What we can describe as “parroting”, 
speaking like parrots, continually, diminishes a little. John 
the Baptist himself, who is “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’” (Mt 3:3) says in 
relation to the Word, “He must increase, but I must de-
crease” ( Jn 3:30). This means that he must speak, and I 
must be silent, and through his silence, Joseph invites us to 
leave room for the Presence of the Word made flesh, for 
Jesus. 
 

Joseph’s silence is not mutism, he is not taciturn; it is a si-
lence full of listening, an industrious silence, a silence that 
brings out his great interiority. “The Father spoke a word, 
and it was his Son”, comments St John of the Cross, the Fa-
ther said a word and it was his Son - “and it always speaks 
in eternal silence, and in silence it must be heard by the 
soul” [2]. 
 

Jesus was raised in this “school”, in the house of Nazareth, 
with the daily example of Mary and Joseph. And it is not 
surprising that he himself sought spaces of silence in his 
days (cf. Mt 14:23) and invited his disciples to have such an 
experience by example: “Come away by yourselves to a 
lonely place, and rest a while” (Mk 6:31). 
 

How good it would be if each one of us, following the exam-
ple of Saint Joseph, were able to recover this contemplative 
dimension of life, opened wide in silence. But we all know 
from experience that it is not easy: silence frightens us a lit-
tle, because it asks us to delve into ourselves and to con-
front the part of us that is true. And many people are afraid 
of silence, they have to speak, and speak, and speak, or lis-
ten to radio or television… but they cannot accept silence 
because they are afraid. The philosopher Pascal observed 
that “all the unhappiness of men arises from one single fact, 
that they cannot stay quietly in their own chamber”. [3] 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us learn from Saint Joseph 
how to cultivate spaces for silence in which another Word 
can emerge, that is, Jesus, the Word: that of the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us, that Jesus brings. It is not easy to recog-
nise that Voice, which is very often confused along with the 
thousand voices of worries, temptations, desires, and 
hopes that dwell within us; but without this training that 
comes precisely from the practice of silence, our tongue can 

also ail. Without practicing silence, our tongue can also ail. 
Instead of making the truth shine, it can become a danger-
ous weapon. Indeed, our words can become flattery, brag-
ging, lies, backbiting and slander. It is an established fact 
that, as the Book of Sirach reminds us, “many have fallen by 
the edge of the sword, but not so many as have fallen be-
cause of the tongue” (28:18), the tongue kills more than the 
sword. Jesus said clearly: whoever speaks ill of his brother 
or sister, whoever slanders his neighbour, is a murderer 
(cf. Mt 5:21-22). Killing with the tongue. We do not believe 
this, but it is the truth. Let us think a little about the times 
we have killed with the tongue: we would be ashamed! But 
it will do us good, a great deal of good. 
 

Biblical wisdom affirms that “death and life are in the power 
of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits” 
(Pr 18:21). And the Apostle James, in his Letter, we read at 
the beginning, develops this ancient theme of the power, 
positive and negative, of the word with striking examples, 
and he says: “If anyone makes no mistakes in what he says 
he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also… So 
the tongue is a little member and boasts of great things… 
With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who are made in the likeness of God. From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing” (3:2-10). 
 

This is why we must learn from Joseph to cultivate silence: 
that space of interiority in our days in which we give the 
Spirit the opportunity to regenerate us, to console us, to 
correct us. I am not saying to fall into muteness, no. Silence. 
But very often, each one of us look inside, when we are 
working on something and when we finish, immediately we 
look for our telephone to make another call… we are always 
like this. And this does not help, this makes us slip into su-
perficiality. Profoundness of the heart grows with silence, 
silence that is not mutism as I said, but which leaves space 
for wisdom, reflection, and the Holy Spirit. We are afraid of 
moments of silence. Let us not be afraid! It will do us good. 
And the benefit to our hearts will also heal our tongue, our 
words and above all our choices. In fact, Joseph combined 
silence with action. He did not speak, but he acted, and thus 
demonstrated what Jesus once told his disciples: “Not eve-
ryone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven” (Mt 7:21). Silence. Fruitful words when we speak, 
and we remember that song: “Parole, parole, parole…”, 
words, words, words, and nothing of substance. Silence, 
speaking in the right way, and biting your tongue a little, 
which can be good at times instead of saying foolish things. 
 
Let us conclude with a prayer: 
 

Saint Joseph, man of silence, 
you who in the Gospel did not utter a single word, 

teach us to fast from vain words, 
to rediscover the value of words that edify, encourage, 

console and support. 
Be close to those who suffer from words that hurt, 

like slander and backbiting, 
and help us always to match words with deeds. 

Amen. 
 

Thank you. Pope Francis. 
________________________________________________ 
 

[1] Discourse 288, 5: PL 38, 1307. 
[2] Dichos de luz y amor, BAC, Madrid, 417, n. 99. 
[3] Pensées, 139. 


