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Sunday, 12th December 2021 
 

Third Sunday of Advent – C 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

 

HOPE AND JOY 
What an overwhelming message is carried in today’s liturgy: “Rejoice in the Lord always! 
May we experience the joy of salvation! Shout for joy! Sing joyfully! Cry out with joy and 
gladness!” 
There is a profound sense of hope for a better world to come, a world in which, the 
prophet says, “you have no further misfortune to fear, and the apostle tells us to dismiss 
all anxiety from your minds.” The reason for this joy and hope is clear: “The Lord himself 
is near”; “there is one to come who is mightier than I”. It is within this context of joyous 
and hopeful expectation of the coming of Christ that we must understand the exhorta-
tions of John to the people. Our work for a better world is preparation for the coming of 
Christ. It is also a sign that the coming of Christ is near. 
“The Spirit of the Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor.” That is the message 
which we are to shout with joy: Jesus is coming with Good News for all those who are 
suffering because of injustice and peace lessness. 
 
The Christian’s hope comes primarily from the fact that he knows that the Lord is working 
with us in the world, continuing in his Body which is the Church—and, through the Church, 

in the whole of mankind—the Redemption which was accomplished on the Cross and which burst forth in victory on the morning 
of the Resurrection. This hope springs also from the fact that the Christian knows that other men are at work, to undertake 
actions of justice and peace working for the same ends. 

 

Pope Paul VI, Octogesimo Adveniens, 1971: 48 
 

Gerald Darring 
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THE GOOD NEWS 
The readings for this Sunday are about rejoicing. The 
First Reading tells God’s people to shout for joy, and 
the Second Reading exhorts Christians to rejoice al-
ways. The Gospel Reading says that John the Baptist 
preached good news to the people. 
 

So, what did John the Baptist say? 
What is there to rejoice about? 

 

It helps in thinking about this question to have some 
sense of what the bad news is.  
The Second Reading follows the call to rejoice with an 
exhortation to have no anxieties. The bad news is eve-
rything that raises those anxieties. The First Read-
ing spells out some of it.  There are enemies; there are 
misfortune—sickness, poverty, unemployment, natu-
ral disaster, and all the rest. 
It is possible to find some peace about all these things 
by bringing them to God in prayer and putting your 
trust in him. At any rate, that is the antidote to these 
anxieties recommended by this reading. 
But a person can have anxieties that are harder to 
bring to God. There are the relationships you have bro-
ken, the wreckage you have made of things at home, 
the failures you are culpable for at work. Sin can para-
lyze any effort at joy, in loving relationship with God 
and others. You can put your trust in God; but what 

happens when you know that God can put no trust in 
you? What happens to joy in the face of this thought? 

 

That is the bad news. 
 

But this is also where the good news comes in. Th First 
Reading promises that God will rejoice over you. And 
why? The answer is also in the First Reading: God will 
renew you; and when he does, you will be so lovely 
that God himself will make songs about you and for 
you, and he himself will sing them to you. 
 

That is amazing, good news, isn’t it? 
But how can it be? 

 

This is where the good news of John the Baptist comes 
in. Christ will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and the 
Holy Spirit will then dwell in you. Christ is Emmanuel, 
God with us, and he brings God the Holy Spirit into us. 
When God is with you and in you, how can you keep 
from singing for joy? 

Eleonore Stump 
Copyright © 2021, Eleonore Stump. All rights reserved.  

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 
 

 

The latest edition of the Bishop’s newsletter,  
Dunkeld News, is now available. 

 

Please pick up a copy IT IS FREE.  
 

It can also be viewed on the Diocesan website  
– www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk. 



 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Today we have the opportunity to hear John the Baptist’s 
counsel to the crowds of people filled with expectation of 
the imminent coming of the long-awaited Messiah. Three 
times in today’s Gospel they ask John, “What should we 
do?” Let us heed John’s responses, for who better to pre-
pare us for his coming into our world than the one who first 
prepared the world for his coming? 
 
FIRST READING      Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 

A reading from the Book of Prophet Zephaniah 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, 
exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord 
has repealed your sentence; he has driven your enemies 
away. The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; you have 
no more evil to fear. When that day comes, word will come 
to Jerusalem: Zion, have no fear, do not let your hands fall 
limp. The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious war-
rior. He will exult with joy over you, he will renew you by 
his love; he will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day 
of festival. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL          Is 12, 2-6 
 

R./ Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear. For the 
Lord is my strength, my song, he became my Saviour. With 
joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 

R./ Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! Make his 
mighty deeds known to the peoples! Declare the greatness 
of his name.  
 

R./ Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Sing a psalm to the Lord for he has done glorious deeds, 
make them known to all the earth! People of Zion, sing and 
shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
 

R./ Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING                        Philippians 4:4-7 
 

A reading from the First letter of St. Paul to Philippians 
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, 
what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance be evident 
to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no need to 
worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking 
God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of 
God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will 
guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Lk3:4,6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. He has sent me 
to bring the good news to the poor. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                  Luke 3:10-18 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he an-
swered, ‘If anyone has two tunics, he must share with the 
man who has none, and the one with something to eat must 
do the same.’ There were tax collectors too who came for 
baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ 
He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some sol-
diers asked him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must 
we do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be 
content with your pay!’ 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who 
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan 
is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that 
will never go out.’ As well as this, there were many other 
things he said to exhort the people and to announce the 
Good News to them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Priest: Filled with expectation during this holy season of Ad-
vent, we look to the unequalled generosity of God, attentive 
to our sisters and brothers in need. 
 
To be read by the People: 
• For our Church, that we may always heed John the Bap-

tist’s call to share what we have with those who have 
none, to act honourably and honestly, and to repent of 
our sins as we joyfully proclaim the coming of the reign of 
God, let us pray to the Lord. 

• That world leaders may look beyond past divisions and ri-
valries and work together to bring justice and peace, es-
pecially in areas beset by trauma and fear, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• That the all people may find in Our Lady of Guadalupe a 
model of compassion and kindness to those who are un-
able to offer anything material in return, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

• For all those who are suffering from loss at this time of 
year, that they may be comforted in their grief and find 
joy in God’s love for us all, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For all who live with chronic illness, that in the care they 
receive from family, friends, and caregivers they may 
know the love of our Saviour, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Priest: Generous God, bestow upon us the grace to under-
stand your divine will so that we can answer the Gospel 
plea: “What should we do?” Bless us in our efforts to carry 
out your will through your Son, our Lord, whose coming we 
proclaim in joyous expectation. 

 

 
 

Mrs Jean GARDNER, our Parishioner 
died on Thursday 9th December 2021. Req-
uiem Mass at St Joseph’s Parish on 
Wednesday 21st December 2021 at 
11:00am. We offer our condolences to 
Family and Friends. 



 

 
 

We often miss Advent's power because these 
December weeks are full of secular Christ-
mas parties and preparations for Christ-

mas. These prayers offer simple ways to 
enter into this Advent season, day by 

day, in the midst of our everyday 
lives. 
 

DAILY ADVENT PRAYER 
 

1. OPENING: Lord, open my lips, and 
my mouth shall declare your praise. 

 

2. PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

3. CLOSING: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
 

MONDAY 
COLLECT: Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O 
Lord, and casting light on the darkness of our hearts, visit us 
with the grace of your Son. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Christ the Lord, Son of the living God, 
light from light, lead us into the light and reveal his holiness. 
With confidence, let us make our prayer: Come, Lord Jesus! 
• Light that never fades, dispel the mists about us, - 

awaken our faith from sleep. 
• Guard us from all harm today, - may your glory fill us 

with joy. 
• Give us unfailing gentleness at all times, - toward eve-

ryone we meet. 
• Come to create a new earth for us, -where there will be 

justice and peace. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Is it that I haven't seen you, God? 
Have I been looking someplace else for you? Or have my 
eyes been covered by the distractions in my life? And yet 
you are so faithful in your love for me. I see now with a new 
vision and great hope because my heart is enraptured by your 
love. 
I pray to you and feel the power of your coming, like a light 
on the path before me guiding me to return your love even 
more. 
Let me raise my voice with new courage and deep joy to give 
you praise with my life. 
 

TUESDAY 
COLLECT: O God, who through your Only Begotten Son 
have made us a new creation, look kindly, we pray, on the 
handiwork of your mercy, and at your Son’s coming cleanse 
us from every stain of the old way of life. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: God the almighty Father stretched 
forth his hand again to take possession of the remnant of his 
people. Let us make our prayer to him: Lord, may your king-
dom come. 
• Lord, grant that our works of penance may please you, - 

and that we may be ready for your kingdom which is so 
near. 

• Prepare a path in our hearts for the coming of your Word, 
- and let his glory be revealed among us. 

• Bring low the mountains of our pride, - and fill up the val-
leys of our weakness. Break down the wall of hatred that 
divides the nations, -and make level for mankind the paths 
to peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Lord of such compassionate wis-
dom, how often do I exalt myself and ignore you? I look over 
the heads of my more humble brothers and sisters, not seeing 
how they rely on you so much more than I do. Help me to 
learn from them to make you the centre of my life. You invite 
me to not be ashamed of what I have done in my life, but 

instead offer me a refuge. Let me call out to you; hear me: 
Give me the grace to see those around me who are broken-
hearted. Guide me in staying with them in their sorrows. I 
ask for the courage to help them in all the ways they need it 
and to be your servant on this earth. Rejoice! Rejoice! Em-
manuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

WEDNESDAY 
COLLECT: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming 
solemnity of your Son may bestow healing upon us in this 
present life and bring us the rewards of life eternal. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: The Word of God humbled himself to 
dwell with us so that we might see his glory. Rejoicing in 
hope, let us call upon him: Emmanuel, be with us. 
• Ruler, just and righteous, - bring justice to the poor and the 

oppressed. 
• King of peace, you beat swords into ploughshares and 

spears into pruning hooks, - turn hatred into love and our 
grievances into forgiveness. 

• You do not judge by appearances, - recognize those who 
are your own. 

• When you come with power and might upon the clouds, - 
grant that we may come before you without shame. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Dearest Lord, Your invitation settles 
in my soul: "Turn to me and be safe." Something let’s go 
inside when I take those words into my heart. They are an 
invitation for me to rest. So many moments of my life are 
filled with my own needs. "Turn to me and be safe," you say 
to me again. Give me the great grace to let go from the depths 
of my soul. Help me to be released from the demons I cling 
to with so much fear. I hear your invitation to ask for help 
and I begin to list all the places in my life that need healing. 
"Turn to me and be safe." You promise your saving help and 
I know it is the only thing that can heal me. I feel your pres-
ence in my life and am aware of the growing joy I feel as I 
anticipate celebrating the birth of your son. 
 

THURSDAY 
COLLECT: O God, Creator and Redeemer of human na-
ture, who willed that your Word should take flesh in an ever-
virgin womb, look with favour on our prayers, that your 
Only Begotten Son, having taken to himself our humanity, 
may be pleased to grant us a share in his divinity. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: God the almighty Father stretched 
forth his hand again to take possession of the remnant of his 
people. Let us make our prayer to him: Lord, may your king-
dom come. 
• Lord, grant that our works of penance may please you, - 

and that we may be ready for your kingdom which is so 
near. 

• Prepare a path in our hearts for the coming of your Word, 
- and let his glory be revealed among us. 

• Bring low the mountains of our pride, - and fill up the val-
leys of our weakness. 

• Break down the wall of hatred that divides the nations, -
and make level for mankind the paths to peace. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, God of wisdom, I want to praise 
you and give you, my life. Like a loving parent, you bless 
me. You have watched over me, knowing my history and the 
path that led me to you. Thank you for the peace you promise 
peace in my life. I ask that I be always aware of the strength 
of your great power. May it never leave me. So many people 
before me in so many generations, have served you so hum-
bly, answering your call. Please give me the wisdom and 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/ImmaculateConception.html


courage to be your humble servant. Rejoice! Rejoice! Em-
manuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

FRIDAY 
COLLECT: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who 
are weighed down from of old by slavery beneath the yolk 
of sin, may be set free by the newness of the long-awaited 
Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: The Word of God humbled himself to 
dwell with us so that we might see his glory. Rejoicing in 
hope, let us call upon him: Emmanuel, be with us. 
• Ruler, just and righteous, - bring justice to the poor and the 

oppressed. 
• King of peace, you beat swords into ploughshares and 

spears into pruning hooks, - turn hatred into love and our 
grievances into forgiveness. 

• You do not judge by appearances, - recognize those who 
are your own. 

• When you come with power and might upon the clouds, - 
grant that we may come before you without shame. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, Adonai, dearest Lord, Compas-
sionate God of justice, so many areas of my life seem im-
prisoned, but you promise me real freedom and peace in my 
life. Renew my spirit and free my soul. Please, open my heart 
which you have bathed in the longing of Advent. I am awe-
struck as your glory fills the earth and I want to follow you 
in caring for others. Grant me the grace to see how you shine 
your light on the poor who have such a special place in your 
heart. Come, Lord Jesus!  Come! Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman-
uel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

SATURDAY 
COLLECT: O God, who through the childbearing of the 
holy Virgin graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to 
the world, grant, we pray, that we may venerate with integ-
rity of faith the mystery of so wonderous an Incarnation and 
always celebrate it with due reverence. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, you Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Christ is the wisdom and power of 
God, and his delight is to be with the children of men. With 
confidence, let us pray: Draw near us, Lord. 
• Lord Jesus Christ, you have called us to your glorious 

kingdom, - make us walk worthily, pleasing God in all we 
do. 

• You who stand unknown among us, - reveal yourself to 
men and women. 

• You are nearer to us than we to ourselves, - strengthen our 
faith and our hope of salvation. 

• You are the source of holiness, - keep us holy and without 
sin now and until the day of your coming. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, Jesus who descended from 
Jesse, you are a sign of God's love. I feel hopeful and ex-
pectant, filled with a rebirth of joy and love. I depend on you 
so much. You are a rock for my belief and a sign of God's 
love. Fill me with your praise! I want to sing your glory, 
filled with joy for the message of hope you send. I don't al-
ways understand when you are acting on my behalf. Thank 
you for the message of hope you send me. Give me true faith 
and love as I celebrate the mystery of how you came to be 
with us. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O 
Israel! 
 

 

ADVENT SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent – 12th December 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 
 

 

Parish Advent Service 
17th December 2021 

Friday in Doune at 3.00pm 
 

Day of Reconciliation 
 

Since the Christmas season is quickly approaching Advent 
will be an excellent time for the celebration of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Further, due to the restoration of the Sun-
day Obligation, it could be that the number of Confessions 
requested increases. The Apostolic Penitentiary in Rome ad-
vised that the Pandemic General Absolution Faculty can still 
be utilised as authorised by the Ordinary 
 

Accordingly, for the Season of Advent,  
Bishop Stephen Robson extends permission to all 

priests working in the diocese of Dunkeld  
the faculty to grant General Absolution,  

up to and including the Solemnity of Christmas. 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of Advent – 19th December 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

 

24th December – Christmas Vigil 
Killin: 4.00pm, Callander: 5.30pm, Doune: 7.00pm 

 

 

25th December – Christmas Day 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

26th December – Holy Family 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

1st January – New Year 2022 
Mary, Holy Mother of God - Solemnity 

Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 
 

2nd January – The Epiphany of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

9th January – The Baptism of the Lord 
Doune: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

End of Christmastide 
 
 

 
 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE HAD THIS TO SAY 
TO JUAN DIEGO: 

 

"Know for certain, least of 
my sons, that I am the perfect 
and perpetual Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the True God 
through whom everything 
lives, the Lord of all things 
near and far, the Master of 
heaven and earth. It is my 
earnest wish that a temple be 
built here to my honour. Here 
I will demonstrate, I will ex-
hibit, I will give all my love, 
my compassion, my help and 
my protection to the people. 
I am your merciful mother, 
the merciful mother of all of 
you who live united in this 
land, and of all mankind, of 
all those who love me, of 
those who cry to me, of those 

who seek me, of those who have confidence in me. Here I 
will hear their weeping, their sorrow, and will remedy and 
alleviate all their multiple sufferings, necessities and misfor-
tunes." 


