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Sunday, 28th November 2021 
 

First Sunday of Advent - C 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

FULFILLING GOD’S PROMISE 
 

Christian living takes place ‘between the times,’ between the first 
coming of Christ and his second coming. The first coming was hum-
ble, to say the least: an infant born of poor parents in an obscure vil-
lage. The second coming will be different: “The powers in the heav-
ens will be shaken and people will be distraught at the roaring of the 
sea and the waves.” 
 

Both comings of Christ bring justice. Jeremiah says of the coming 
messiah that he will be “for David a just shoot; he shall do what is 
right and just in the land,” and because of him Jerusalem shall be 
called “The Lord our justice.” The second coming is also about justice, 
about God setting things right, about the ransoming of those who 
“can stand up straight and stand secure before the Son of Man.” 
 

Jesus came to us in Bethlehem to renew the world in love and justice. 
Christ will come again to fulfil God’s promise of love and justice. 

 

Love induces the Church to concern herself constantly about the true temporal welfare of men. Without ceas-
ing to recall to her children that they have not here a lasting dwelling, she also urges them to ... promote jus-
tice, peace and brotherhood among men, to give their aid freely to their brothers, especially to the poorest 

and most unfortunate. The deep solicitude of the Church, the Spouse of Christ, for the needs of men, for their 
joys and hopes, their griefs and efforts, is therefore nothing other than her great desire to be present to them, 

in order to illuminate them with the light of Christ and to gather them all in Him, their only Saviour. 
 

Pope Paul VI, Solemn Profession of Faith at the Closing of the Year of Faith, June 30, 1968 
Gerald Darring 
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AS WE BEGIN ADVENT, WE LIGHT ONE CANDLE IN THE MIDST OF ALL THE DARKNESS IN OUR LIVES AND IN THE WORLD.  
It symbolizes our longing, our desire, our hope. Three “advents” or “comings” shape our desire. We want to be renewed 
in a sense that Jesus came to save us from our sin and death. We want to experience his coming to us now, in our 
everyday lives, to help us live our lives with meaning and purpose. And we want to prepare for his coming to meet us at 
the end of our lives on this earth. So, we begin with our longing, our desire, and our hope. When we wake up, each day 
this week, we could light that candle, just by taking a few moments to focus. 
 

We could pause for a minute at the side of our bed, or while putting on our slippers or our robe, and light an inner candle. 
Who among us doesn't have time to pause for a moment? We could each find our own way to pray something like this: 

 
 

“Lord, the light I choose to let 
into my life today is based on my 
trust in you. It is a weak flame, 

but I so much desire that it dispel 
a bit more darkness today. 

Today, I just want to taste the 
longing I have for you as I go to 
the meeting this morning, carry 

out the responsibilities of my 
work, face the frustration of 

some difficult relationships. Let 
this candle be my reminder today 

of my hope in your coming.” 
 

Each morning this week, that 
momentary prayer might get 
more specific, as it prepares us 
for the day we will face. And as 
we head to work, walk to a meet-
ing, rush through lunch, take care 
of errands, meet with people, 
pick up the phone to return some 
calls, answer e-mail, return home 
to prepare a meal, listen to the 
ups and downs of our loved ones' 
day, we can take brief moments 
to relate our desire for the three 
comings of the Lord to our life. 

If our family has an 
Advent wreath, or 
even if it doesn't, we 
could pray together 
before our evening 
meal.  

 

As we light the first candle on the 
wreath, or as we simply pause to pray 
together our normal grace. Then, as 
we begin to eat, we can invite each 
other, including the children, to say 
something about what it means today 
to light this first candle. 

 

Perhaps we could ask a different question each night or ask about examples from the day.  
 

How am I getting in touch with the longing within me? 



• How did I prepare today? 
• What does it mean to prepare to cel-

ebrate his coming 2,000 years ago? 
• How can we prepare to experience 

his coming into our lives this year? 
• What does it mean for us now, with 

our world involved in so much con-
flict? How are we being invited to 
trust more deeply? 

• How much more do we long for his 
coming to us, in the midst of the 
darkness in our world? 

• In what ways can we renew our lives 
so we might be prepared to greet 
him when he comes again? 

 

Our evening meal could be trans-
formed this week, if we could shape 
some kind of conversation together 

that lights a candle of anticipation in 
our lives.  

 

Don't worry if everyone isn't “good 
at” this kind of conversation at first. 

 

We can model it, based on our mo-
mentary pauses throughout each day, 
in which we are discovering deeper 
and deeper desires, in the midst of our 
everyday lives. 

 
 

And every night this week, we can pause briefly, perhaps as we sit for a minute at the edge of the bed. We can be aware of how that one, 
small candle's worth of desire brought light into this day. And we can give thanks. Going to bed each night this week with some gratitude is 

part of the preparation for growing anticipation and desire. 
 

COME, LORD JESUS! COME AND VISIT YOUR PEOPLE. WE AWAIT YOUR COMING. COME, O LORD. 
 

 

 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Today’s readings focus on two comings of Jesus: as the ful-
filment of God’s promise to the Chosen People and as judge 
at the end of time. The prophet Jeremiah and the apostle 
Paul offer words of hope and encouragement to their peo-
ple as they anticipate these events. In the meantime, Paul 
advises the Thessalonians, they should act even more out 
of love for one another. May these words serve to prepare 
us as well during this holy season of expectation. 
 
FIRST READING        Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

A reading from the Book of Prophet Jeremiah 
I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David See, the days 
are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I am going to 
fulfil the promise I made to the House of Israel and the 
House of Judah: ‘In those days and at that time, I will make 
a virtuous Branch grow for David, who shall practise hon-
esty and integrity in the land. In those days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell in confidence. And this is the 
name the city will be called: The-Lord-our-integrity.’ 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM           Psalm 24:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 
 

R./ To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth and teach me: for you are God 
my Saviour.  
 

R./ To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those 
who stray. He guides the humble in the right path; he 
teaches his way to the poor.  
 

R./ To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

His ways are faithfulness and love for those who keep his 
covenant and will. The Lord’s friendship is for those who re-
vere him; to them he reveals his covenant.  
 

R./ To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING              Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 
 

A reading from the First letter of St. Paul to Thessalonians  
May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make 
you love one another and the whole human race as much 

as we love you. And may he so confirm your hearts in holi-
ness that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and 
Father when our Lord Jesus Christ comes with all his saints. 
Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord 
Jesus to make more and more progress in the kind of life 
that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you 
learnt from us, and as you are already living it. You have not 
forgotten the instructions we gave you on the authority of 
the Lord Jesus. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Ps 84, 8 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL     Luke 21:25-28,34-36 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and 
moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by 
the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear 
as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of 
heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When 
these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your 
heads high, because your liberation is near at hand. 
‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with 
debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that 
day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will 
come down on every living man on the face of the earth. 
Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive 
all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence be-
fore the Son of Man.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
 

During this season 
of expectation, we 
call to mind our 
needs and our 
hopes, anticipating 
that the God who 
promised to be with 
us always will be at-
tentive to our pray-
ers. 
 



• For our Church, that we may be a sign of God’s presence 
in the world, increasing and abounding in love for one an-
other and for all, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For world leaders, that they may always strive to do what 
is right and just, so that all may dwell safe and secure, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• That we may be generous in sharing the blessings we have 
received so that our generosity may benefit the millions 
in the world who struggle to find the necessities of life, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• For our Jewish brothers and sisters, as they begin the cel-
ebration of Hanukkah at sundown on Sunday evening, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• For all of us, that we may prepare ourselves for the sec-
ond coming of our Lord, cognizant that the Lord is already 
truly in our midst, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

CONCLUSION: Heavenly God, you raised up a just shoot to 
do what is right and just in the land. Grant us the wisdom, 
strength, and patience to act always with righteousness and 
justice. Hear these prayers we make today through your 
Son, our Lord, whose coming we proclaim in joyous expec-
tation. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

We often miss Advent's power because these December 
weeks are full of secular Christmas parties and preparations 
for Christmas. Each year, the busyness of this season serves 
to distract us from having an Advent season that truly pre-
pares us for the celebration of Christmas, with all its mean-
ing. These meditations offer simple ways to enter into this 
Advent season, day by day, in the midst of our everyday 
lives. 

MONDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Hear the word of the Lord, O na-
tions; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour will 
come, you need no longer fear. o you, my God, I lift my soul, 
I trust in you; let me never come to shame. Do not let my 
enemies laugh at me. 
 

PRAYER: Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we 
await the advent of Christ your Son, so that when he comes 
and knocks, he may find us watchful in prayer and exultant 
in his praise. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Christ the Lord, Son of the living God, light 
from light, leads us into the light and reveals his holiness. 
With confidence, let us make our prayer: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

 Light that never fades, dispel the mists about us, - 
awaken our faith from sleep.  Guard us from all harm to-
day, - may your glory fill us with joy.  Give us unfailing 
gentleness at all times, - toward everyone we meet.  
 Come to create a new earth for us, - where there will be 
justice and peace. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, I sense that all is your crea-
tion and everything, and all of us, are being drawn back to-
ward your loving heart. Help me to be a person of peace, to 
speak about it in an uneasy world, and to live it among the 
people you have put into my life every day. Light in me a 
desire to prepare for your coming to stand in the darkness, 
waiting, eager and filled with joy. 
 

TUESDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Behold, the Lord will come, and all 
his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great 
light. 
 

PRAYER: Look with favour, Lord God, on our petitions and 
in our trials grant us your compassionate help, that, con-
soled by the presence of your Son, whose coming we now 
await, we may be tainted no longer by the corruption of for-
mer ways. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. 
 

For St. Andrew: We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, 
that, just as the blessed Apostle Andrew was for your 
Church a preacher and pastor, so he may be for us a con-
stant intercessor before you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To the eternal Word who became man to 
reveal to us the new and living way. Let us make our humble 
prayer: Come, Lord, and save us! 
 

 God in whom we live and move and have our being, - 
come teach us that you have made us your own.  You are 
not far from each of us, - show yourself to all who search 
for you.  Father of the poor and consoler of the afflicted, 
- set captives free, give joy to those who mourn.  You hate 
death and love life, - free all mankind from eternal death. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: God of forgiveness, I turn to you in my 
great weakness and beg for your help. Let me feel the joy 
growing in my heart as I anticipate your coming. I hear the 
message of the prophets of old and know that the Messiah 
will bring new life and new ways of living. From the humble-
ness of my life, help me to grow and bloom and hear the 
words that will change the world. 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord will come, and he will not 
delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and reveal 
himself to all the nations. 
 

PRAYER: Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by 
your divine power, so that at the coming of Christ your Son 
we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life and 
merit to receive heavenly nourishment from his hands. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: The Word of God humbled himself to 
dwell with us so that we might see his glory. Rejoicing in 
hope, let us call upon him: Emmanuel, be with us. 
 

 Ruler, just and righteous, - bring justice to the poor and 
the oppressed.  King of peace, you beat swords into 
ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks, - turn hatred 
into love and our grievances into forgiveness.  You do not 
judge by appearances, - recognize those who are your own. 
 When you come with power and might upon the clouds, 
- grant that we may come before you without shame. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Lord of all, you are a God of plenty, a 
Lord who provides for us in our need. As I begin these early 
days of Advent help me to believe that you know what I 
need. Give me the courage to listen to your voice and the 
freedom to open my heart to the graces you are offering me 
to place my trust in you. 
 

THURSDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: You, O Lord, are close, and all your 
ways are truth. From of old I have known of your decrees, 
for you are eternal. 
 

PRAYER: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help 
with mighty strength, that what our sins impede the grace 
of your mercy may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 



your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Christ is the wisdom and power of God, 
and his delight is to be with the children of men. With con-
fidence, let us pray: Draw near us, Lord. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, you have called us to your glorious 
kingdom, - make us walk worthily, pleasing God in all we do. 
 You who stand unknown among us, - reveal yourself to 
men and women.  You are nearer to us than we to our-
selves, - strengthen our faith and our hope of salvation.  
 You are the source of holiness, - keep us holy and without 
sin now and until the day of your coming. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: God of strength and protection, I turn to 
you because I need help. I long to be free enough to trust 
that I can lean on you. But I become afraid. Help me to trust 
in you, Lord. Your strength and power are a gentle place of 
protection. Be a safe refuge when I am being trampled. I 
long for your help, your protecting care. Help to deliver me 
from the cold loneliness of these dark nights. 
 

FRIDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Behold the Lord will come, de-
scending with splendour to visit his people with peace, he 
will bestow of them eternal life. 
 

PRAYER: Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come, 
that with you to protect us we may find rescue from the 
pressing dangers of our sins, and with you to set us free, we 
may be found worthy of salvation. Who live and reign with 
God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Through his Son, God the Father revealed 
his glory to men and women. Therefore, let our joyful cry 
resound: Lord, may your name be glorified.  
 

 Teach us, Lord, to love each other, - as Christ loved us for 
God's glory.  Fill us with all joy and peace in faith, - that 
we may walk in the hope and strength of the Holy Spirit.  
Help all mankind, Lord, in your loving mercy, - be near to 
those who seek you without knowing it.  You call and 
sanctify the elect, - though we are sinners, crown us with 
eternal happiness. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jesus, protector, I long for your coming. 
The promise of new light is there if only I can believe. Pro-
tect me from dangers and lead me through the gloom and 
darkness to the joy I so long to find in you. Lift me from my 
lowly sins and give me the promise of salvation with no 
more shame, only the light and saving grace of your love. 
Let the ancient dream be fulfilled in you and peace come to 
this life and world. 
 

SATURDAY 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Come and show us your face, O 
Lord, who are sealed upon the Cherubim, and we will be 
saved. 
 

PRAYER: O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into this 
world to free the human race from its ancient enslavement, 
bestow on those who devoutly await him the grace of your 
compassion from on high, that we may attain the prize of 
true freedom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us pray to God our Father, who from 
of old has called his people to salvation: Lord, protect your 
people.  
 

 You promised to plant the seed of justice among your 
people, - protect the holiness of your Church.  Lord, teach 
all men and women to listen to your word, - and help be-
lievers to persevere in holiness.  Keep us in the love of 
your Spirit, - that we may receive the mercy of your Son who 
is to come.  Father most merciful, strengthen us to the 
last, - until the day of the coming of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Lord of Hope, Dare I? Can I really hope? 
From out of the darkness, I sense a dim light ahead, the light 
of your coming into the world. I so long for the time when 
you are no longer hidden from me and my deepest desire is 
to trust in your warm voice I hear behind me, guiding me 
along a hidden path I do not know. Dry my tears, heal my 
wounds, and help me to wait for the dawning of the dim 
light ahead, with a brighter vision of healing and freedom. 
 

ADVENT SCHEDULE 
 

 

1st Sunday of Advent – 28th November 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent – 5th December 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent – 12th December 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 
 

Parish Advent Service  
17th December 2021 

Friday in Doune at 3.00pm 
 

Day of Reconciliation 
 

Since the Christmas season is quickly approach-
ing Advent will be an excellent time for the cele-
bration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
Further, Due to the restoration of the Sunday 
Obligation, it could be that the number of Con-
fessions requested increases. The Apostolic Peni-
tentiary in Rome advised that the Pandemic 
General Absolution Faculty can still be utilised 
as authorised by the Ordinary.  
 

Accordingly, for the Season of Advent, 
Bishop Stephen extends permission to  

all priests working in the diocese of  
Dunkeld the faculty to grant  

General Absolution. 
 
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent – 19th December 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

 

24th December – Christmas Vigil 
Killin: 4.00pm, Callander: 5.30pm, Dunne: 7.00pm 

 

 

25th December – Christmas Day 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

26th December – Holy Family 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 

 

 

1st January – New Year 2022 
Mary, Holy Mother of God - Solemnity 
Dunne: 9.45am, Callander: 11.30am 


