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Sunday, 14th November 2021 
 

Thirtieth Third Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

A MORE HUMAN LIFE 
 

We are indeed in a “time unsurpassed in distress.” A fifth of the world’s 
population lives in absolute poverty. About three billion people lack adequate 
nutrition. 
 

Every three days, more people die from malnutrition and disease than from the 
bombing of Hiroshima. Every year more people die from preventable hunger 
than died in the Holocaust. One out of every four human beings have no access 
to safe drinking water. 
 

There are somewhere between one billion and two billion unemployed adults in 
the world. The poorer countries have 60 percent of the world’s students and 12 
percent of the world’s total education budget. More than half of the world’s 

adult population cannot read or write. 
 

More than half of the countries of the world have used violence against their own citizens in the form of torture, brutality, and 
summary executions. About 4 million people died in wars in the 18th century; about 8 million people died in wars in the 19th century; 
about 100 million people ... died in wars ... in the 20th century. 
 

One day we “will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory,” (Mark 13:26) to bring vindication, to right all 
the wrongs done by human beings to each other. 
 

The present situation of the world, from the point of view of development, offers a rather negative impression …  
In today’s world, including the world of economics, the prevailing picture is one destined to lead us more quickly towards death 

rather than one of concern for true development which would lead all towards a ‘more human’ life. 
 

Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987:13, 24 
Gerald Darring 
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ST ANDREW’S CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 20th November  

from 10am to 2pm 
at St Andrew’s Church and Hall 

 

Parishioners of St Joseph’s Church 
are warmly invited to St Andrew’s 

Christmas Fair where there will be home baking and opportunities 
to buy Christmas gifts. All will be very welcome. 
 
 

WINNING AND LOSING 
In the First Reading and in the Gospel Reading, there is a prophecy 
about a time to come that will be very bad. The First Reading says 
that in that bad time God’s people will escape the trouble. In 
another Gospel, Jesus says that in that bad time Christians will be 
hated, afflicted, and killed (Mt 24:9). So, what does happen to 
Christians in bad times? Do they lose and lose and lose, as the 
Gospel of Matthew says? Or do they win by escaping the trouble, 
as the First Reading says?  
 

But what is losing? Is losing a matter of being hated, afflicted, and 
killed? Christ was hated, afflicted, and killed, too. And yet Christ 
did not lose on the cross, did he? He won.  

 

And here we should notice that, in both the First Reading and the 
Gospel Reading, there are two endings of the story of a human 
life, not just one. There is the end of the story in this world when 
Christ’s true disciples will be hated and afflicted. And then there 
is the real and final end of the story, at the last judgment, where 
each person will see himself as he really is. 
 

At that last chapter of each human story, the First Reading says, 
some people will be seen as the horror and disgrace that they 
really are. Others will shine like the splendour of the stars. The 
winners in the battle of life, those who shine like stars, are those 
who have turned many to justice, the Reading says. Acting with 
courage and integrity for justice, goodness, and truth can get a 
person hated, afflicted, and even killed, can’t it? And now we can 

see what it is to escape bad times. Escaping is not a matter of 
living at ease in prosperity, honoured by the world around you. 
Escaping is managing not to be turned into a horror and a disgrace 
by your own cooperation with the evil all around you that 
masquerades as good. 
 

This is an escape that God will give anyone who is willing to take 
up his cross daily. And so, the losing that is the cross, the 
willingness to be hated and afflicted for the sake of justice—that 
is the way to the final winning where God’s people shine with the 
splendour of the stars. 

Eleonore Stump 
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YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral of The Assumption in 
Aberdeen invites applications from youth 
ministry leaders with a minimum of 2 
years’ experience in a youth support role 
for the position of Youth Ministry 
Coordinator.  
 

The Youth Ministry Coordinator will be 
responsible for the development and 

training of a Youth Ministry team; bringing 
on emerging youth leaders; the delivery of 

the weekly Youth Group Programme & further 
development of youth ministry within the wider parish in 
alignment with the Parish vision. 

 
 

Cathedral Clergy House 
20 Huntly Street 

Aberdeen AB10 1SH 
 

 

Administrator:  
Fr Keith Herrera  

Phone:   +44(0) 1224 640160 
 

 

E-mail: administrator@cathedral-abdn.org 
Web: www.stmaryscathedralaberdeen.org 

 

 

The above reproduction has been identified as being free of known restrictions under 
copyright law, including all related and neighboring rights. 



INTRODUCTION TO SUNDAY LITURGY 
 

If a film were made of today’s readings, it would include some 
terrific special effects, but also some quite tender images. 
Daniel’s prophetic vision imagines those who lead others to 
justice shining like stars in the sky, beacons to a new life. Hebrews 
visualizes Jesus’ enemies as his footstool. Jesus warns his disciples 
that at the end of time the stars would fall from the sky and the 
sun would go dark. Let today’s readings remind us always to 
remain vigilant, for we cannot know the day nor the hour. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING               Daniel 12:1-13 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel. 
At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your 
people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has 
never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that 
time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found 
written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever. But you, Daniel, keep the words 
secret and the book sealed until the time of the end. Many shall 
be running back and forth, and evil shall increase. 
Then I, Daniel, looked, and two others appeared, one standing on 
this bank of the stream and one on the other. One of them said 
to the man clothed in linen, who was upstream, “How long shall 
it be until the end of these wonders?” 
The man clothed in linen, who was upstream, raised his right hand 
and his left hand toward heaven. And I heard him swear by the 
one who lives forever that it would be for a time, two times, and 
half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy 
people comes to an end, all these things would be accomplished. 
I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My lord, what shall 
be the outcome of these things?” He said, “Go your way, Daniel, 
for the words are to remain secret and sealed until the time of the 
end. Many shall be purified, cleansed, and refined, but the wicked 
shall continue to act wickedly. None of the wicked shall 
understand, but those who are wise shall understand. From the 
time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 
abomination that desolates is set up, there shall be one thousand 
two hundred ninety days. Happy are those who persevere and 
attain the thousand three hundred thirty-five days. But you, go 
your way, and rest; you shall rise for your reward at the end of 
the days.” 
The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 16 
R./ You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup, you it is who hold my 
destiny in hand. I set the Lord ever before me; because he is at 
my right hand, I shall not be moved.  
 

R./ You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
Therefore, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices, my body also 
rests secure; because you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, nor 
let your faithful one see the Pit.  
 

R./ You are my inheritance, O Lord! 
You will show me the path to life, the fullness of joy in your 
presence, at your right hand is delight forever.  
 

R./: I love you, Lord, my strength 
 
Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and 
again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when 
Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat 
down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting 
“until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by 
a single offering, he has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write 
them on their minds,” he also adds, “I will remember their sins 

and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of 
these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Lk21:36 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to stand with 
confidence before the Son of Man. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL               Mark 13:24-32 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said to his disciples: “In those days, after that suffering, the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 
clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 
the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.” The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Assured of God’s tender care even if heaven and 
earth should pass away, we call out in faith with our needs and 
the needs of the world. 
 

To be read by the People: 
1. For the Church, that our vigilance in keeping watch for the day 

when the Son of Man will return in glory may lead us to 
redouble our efforts to feed, clothe, welcome, and accompany 
all those in need, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For our leaders, that by heeding the prophetic voices that 
shine brightly in the firmament, they may lead many to justice 
during times of darkness and tribulation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

3. For the safety of missionaries the world over as they fulfil their 
commitment to preach and live out the gospel in neglected 
and distressed communities, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For those who have been victimized by the horrible actions or 
disgraceful inaction of those in authority, that they may 
experience healing and hope, let us pray to the Lord. 

5. For our loved ones who have died, that they may forever shine 
in the light of eternal life in the splendour of the firmament, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Conclusion: Lord of all, you hold us, your children, in your loving 
embrace. Listen to the needs we voice today, the needs we hold in 
our hearts, and the needs known only to you, and grant them 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION: Many things in our lives and in our world 
are subject to change. Yet all of us find security in relationships 
and values that endure. Foremost among these are our family 
relationships. We can confidently accept change if we know that 
we will continue to be loved by our family and by God. We help 
impart this sense of trust and confidence in our children with our 
daily assurances to them that nothing can change our love for 
them. As you gather as a family, look through several family 
photo albums. Observe and talk about things that have changed 
in your family life over the years. Talk also about the things that 
have stayed the same. We do not need to fear changes in our 
family life because we know that the most important aspects of 
our family life do not change, such as our love for one another. 
The same is true with God and God’s love for us. Read today’s 
Gospel. Jesus teaches us that things in our world will change and 
that the world itself will one day end. We don’t need to be fearful 
because God’s love for us will never end. Pray: Glory be…


