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Sunday, 24th October 2021 
 

Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

JUSTICE WILL ABIDE 
We inhabitants of the earth are a people in exile. We are not at home on the very land 
we occupy, and so we rape and plunder it. We are not at home with each other, and so 
we violate each other’s dignity and kill. When one of us cries out prophetically to the 
Lord, as the blind beggar Bartimaeus did, the others “scold him to make him keep quiet.” 
Fortunately, though, we have a Lord who “will bring them back from the land of the 
north, who will gather them from the ends of the world,” so that they can “return as an 
immense throng.” This is the Lord who has “done great things for us,” especially for the 
blind and the lame such as Bartimaeus. 
 

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asks the blind beggar. What do the people 
of the world want us Christians to do for them? Can we bring them home and lead them 
out of exile? Can we follow in the footsteps of Christ and “do away with death?” Can we 
provide the faith that will heal? 
 

We do not know the time for the consummation of the earth and of humanity. Nor do 
we know how all things will be transformed. As deformed by sin, the shape of this world 
will pass away. But we are taught that God is preparing a new dwelling place and a new 
earth where justice will abide, and whose blessedness will answer and surpass all the 
longings for peace which spring up in the human heart. 

 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 39 
Gerald Darring 
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TODAY IS THE MISSION SUNDAY 
World Mission Sunday is on the penultimate Sunday in 
October each year. It’s the one Sunday in the year when the 
entire global Church comes together to support mission. 
And every single donation from these worldwide Masses 
goes to support churches, hospitals, schools, and vocations 
in countries where the Church is new, young, or poor. Every 
Catholic community, in every country, sends a powerful 
message of faith, hope and love on this special day. 
This is our chance to show love and solidarity to our global 
Church family. Through our prayers, we support 
missionaries everywhere in spreading the Good News. And 
by donating we respond to Christ’s call to feed the hungry 
and clothe the naked. 
 

 

WHAT DO YOU WANT? 
In the Gospel Reading blind Bartimaeus will not stop yelling 
for Jesus to have pity on him, until Jesus finally calls for him.  
At this point the funny parts of the story start. Why doesn’t 
Jesus go over to Bartimaeus? Why wait for the blind man to 
find his way to Jesus? And when Bartimaeus does find his 
way to him, Jesus asks him what seems like the dumbest 
question: “What do you want me to do for you?” What on 
earth would anybody suppose Bartimaeus wants? He’s 
blind! And when Jesus heals him and Bartimaeus can see, 
Jesus says that Bartimaeus’s faith has saved him. But why? 
What does Bartimaeus’s receiving his sight have to do his 
being saved? Here we need to notice what Bartimaeus 
actually says to Jesus in answer to Jesus’ question to him. 
Bartimaeus does not say to Jesus, “I want my sight.” He 
says, “I want to see.” To want sight is to want a capacity 
which can be used for all kinds of purposes—raising sheep, 
making money. But to want to see is to want the connection 

with reality that the exercise of sight makes possible. 
Wanting to see is wanting to know the true nature of reality, 
hidden in one way from a person when he is blind. 
Bartimaeus came to Jesus, and he saw the Lord, because 
seeing was what he really wanted. And that’s why Jesus 
tells him that his faith has saved him. 

Eleonore Stump 
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PRAYER SERVICE FOR COP 26 
CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
 

The Cop 26 Climate Change 
Conference begins in Glasgow on 
Sunday 31st October, and we will 

offer prayers for its success.  
There will be a short Prayer Service for Cop 26 at St Joseph’s 
Church, Callander on Wednesday 27th October at 3pm.  
Pope Francis is asking the world to listen to “the cries of the 
earth and the cries of the poor” and we pray that with faith, 
love, and courage, we can start to heal our common home.  
You are warmly invited to this, and all are welcome.  
 

 

WILL THE CLOCKS CHANGE IN 2021 UK? 
The period when the clocks are 1 hour ahead 
is called British Summer Time (BST). There's 
more daylight in the evenings and less in the 
mornings (sometimes called Daylight Saving 
Time). The clocks go back 31 October. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 1st – ALL SAINTS - SOLEMNITY 
Holy days of obligation are days on which the faithful are expected 
to attend Mass, and engage in rest from work and recreation, 
according to the Third Commandment. Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass: in Callander at 10am and in Doune at 6pm. 

Roundel Hirschvogel Workshop 
After Sebald Beham 

Christ Healing the Blind Man 
1517-27 

 

The above reproduction has been identified as 
being free of known restrictions under copyright 
law, including all related and neighboring rights. 



INTRODUCYTION TO SUNDAY LITURGY 
 

Whereas last Sunday the readings focused on the trials and 
sufferings of our Lord and the service to which we are all 
called, today’s readings celebrate the joy that our faith in 
God brings. Jeremiah tells how God will gather the Chosen 
People from the ends of the earth. Hebrews reminds us that 
God calls all who lead the church, and in fact sent the great 
high priest, Jesus Christ, into the world. In the Gospel, Jesus 
heals blind Bartimaeus, who leaves his former way of life 
behind to follow Jesus. May we be blessed with his courage. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING            Jeremiah 31:7-9 
A reading from the Book of Profet Jeremiah. 
Thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob and 
raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give 
praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of 
Israel.” See, I am going to bring them from the land of the 
north and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labour, together; a great company, they shall 
return here. With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by 
brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not 
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my firstborn.” 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 126 
R./ The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 
 

When the Lord brought back the captives of Zion, we were 
like men dreaming. Then our mouth was filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with rejoicing.  
 

R./ The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 
 

Then they said among the nations, The Lord has done great 
things for them. The Lord has done great things for us; we 
are glad indeed.  
 

R./ The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 
 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the torrents in the 
southern desert. Those that sow in tears shall reap 
rejoicing.  
 

R./ The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 
 

Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be 
sown, they shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves.  
 

R./ The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING             Hebrews 5, 1-6 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in 
charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the 
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to 
weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his 
own sins as well as for those of the people. 
And one does not presume to take this honour, but takes it 
only when called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ 
did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you;” as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek.” 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; anyone who 
follows me will have the light of life. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL               Mark 10:46-52 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, 
Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, was 
sitting at the side of the road. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to say, ‘Son of 
David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ And many of them scolded 
him and told him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all the 
louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and 
said, ‘Call him here.’ So, they called the blind man. 
‘Courage,’ they said, ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So throwing 
off his cloak, he jumped up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus 
spoke, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the 
blind man said to him ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his 
sight returned, and he followed him along the road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: On this day focused on the proclamation of 
the Good News to the world, we your priestly people pray 
for our needs, the needs of our community and the needs of 
our world. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For all missionaries, men and women dedicated to 
sharing the Gospel of Jesus with those who have not yet 
received it: may they be given the courage to persevere 
in their mission. Lord hear us. 

2. For those who have not yet received the Good News of 
Jesus Christ: may we obey his call to go forth to reach all 
those in need of the compassion of Christ. Lord hear us. 

3. We pray that every baptised person may be engaged in 
evangelisation, available to the mission, by being 
witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel.  
Lord hear us. 

4. For all who support the missionary efforts of the Church 
throughout the world: may they continue to share the 
missionary spirit of our Christian faith. Lord hear us. 

5. For those who are suffering, grieving, and anxious: help 
us to strive together as a family of many nations to help 
those in greatest need. Lord hear us. 

 

Conclusion: Father of Mercies, hear the prayers of the 
family which you have gathered, and in your mercy and love 
answer them. We ask this as we ask all our prayers through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

THE NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
During November we offer Masses for Holy Souls. 

 

If you would like to enrol a loved 
one on the Parish November Mass 
List, they will have Mass offered for 
them, they will be included in the 
Masses for the Holy Souls, and they 

will be prayed for during the Intercessions each Sunday. 
Moreover – after Holy Mass at weekday – we will pray the 
Holy Rosary Prayer.   



WHAT IS THE WORLD MISSION SUNDAY? 
 

World Mission Sunday is the Holy Father’s annual 
appeal for spiritual and financial support so that the 
life-giving work of overseas mission and missionaries 
can continue. It always falls on the second last Sunday 
in October, meaning this year it will be celebrated on 
Sunday 24 October. 
 

This year’s theme “We cannot but speak about what 
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)’ is twofold. It is a 
message of hope – Jesus Christ is risen and we cannot 
keep his love, compassion, and mercy to ourselves. It 
also challenges us to stand up and speak out on behalf 
of those who are weaker. All too often, the voices that 
need to be heard are not the loudest. For them, we 
cannot remain silent. 

 

 
 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2021 

“We cannot but speak about what we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Once we experience the power of God’s love and 
recognize his fatherly presence in our personal and 
community life, we cannot help but proclaim and 
share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ 
relationship with his disciples and his humanity, as 
revealed to us in the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel 
and Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which 
God loves our humanity and makes his own our joys 
and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns 
(cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything about Christ 
reminds us that he knows well our world and its need 
for redemption and calls us to become actively 
engaged in this mission: “Go therefore to the highways 
and byways, and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). 
No one is excluded, no one need feel distant or 
removed from this compassionate love. 

The experience of the Apostles 

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s 
own passionate desire to call and enter into friendly 
dialogue with everyone, just as they are (cf. Jn 15:12-
17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this; they 
remembered even the day and the hour when they 
first met him: “It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Experiencing the Lord’s 
friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine with 
sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, 
touch the unclean, identify with the needy, propose 
the Beatitudes and teach in a new and authoritative 
way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening 

amazement, expansive joy and a profound sense of 
gratitude. The prophet Jeremiah describes this 
experience as one of a consuming awareness of the 
Lord’s active presence in our heart, impelling us to 
mission, regardless of the sacrifices and 
misunderstandings it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is 
always on the move and inspires us to share a 
wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found 
the Messiah” (Jn 1:41). 

With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced 
that thing can be different. Even now, he has 
inaugurated future times, reminding us of an often-
forgotten dimension of our humanity, namely, that 
“we were created for a fulfilment that can only be 
found in love” (Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future that awakens 
a faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and shaping 
communities of men and women who, by learning to 
accept their own frailty and that of others, promote 
fraternity and social friendship (cf. ibid., 67). The 
ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it 
recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us first (cf. 1 
Jn 4:19). “The loving predilection of the Lord surprises 
us, and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or 
imposed by us… Only in this way can the miracle of 
gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom. Nor 
can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a result of 
reasoning or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is 
a reflection of gratitude” (Message to the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, 21 May 2020). 

Even so, things were not always easy. The first 
Christians began the life of faith amid hostility and 
hardship. Experiences of marginalization and 
imprisonment combined with internal and external 
struggles that seemed to contradict and even negate 
what they had seen and heard. Yet rather than a 
difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back or 
close in on themselves, those experiences impelled 
them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into 
opportunities for mission. Limitations and obstacles 
became a privileged occasion for anointing everything 
and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord.  Nothing and 
no one was to be excluded from the message of 
liberation. 

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the 
Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always 
have within easy reach. There we read how the 
fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached, 
awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can bestow. 
The Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by 
clinging firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the 
“conviction that God is able to act in any circumstance, 
even amid apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that 
“all those who entrust themselves to God will bear 
good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 279). 

The same holds true for us: our own times are not 
easy. The pandemic has brought to the fore and 
amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the 
injustices experienced by so many people. It has 
unmasked our false sense of security and revealed the 
brokenness and polarization quietly growing in our 
midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have 



come to feel even more so. We have experienced 
discouragement, disillusionment, and fatigue; nor 
have we been immune from a growing negativity that 
stifles hope. For our part, however, “we do not 
proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As 
a result, in our communities and in our families, we can 
hear the powerful message of life that echoes in our 
hearts and proclaims: “He is not here but has risen 
(Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of 
determinism and, to those who let themselves be 
touched by it, bestows the freedom and boldness 
needed to rise up and seek with creativity every 
possible way to show compassion, the “sacramental” 
of God’s closeness to us, a closeness that abandons no 
one along the side of the road. 

In these days of pandemic, when there is a temptation 
to disguise and justify indifference and apathy in the 
name of healthy social distancing, there is urgent need 
for the mission of compassion, which can make that 
necessary distancing an opportunity for encounter, 
care and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” 
(Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced, can thus 
become a point of reference and a source of 
credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for 
building “a community of belonging and solidarity 
worthy of our time, our energy and our resources 
(Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues and 
saves us from the excuses that can plunge us into the 
worst kind of skepticism: “Nothing changes, 
everything stays the same”. To those who wonder why 
they should give up their security, comforts and 
pleasures if they can see no important result, our 
answer will always remain the same: “Jesus Christ has 
triumphed over sin and death and is now almighty. 
Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii Gaudium, 275) and 
wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of 
cherishing and sharing this message of hope. In our 
present circumstances, there is an urgent need for 
missionaries of hope who, anointed by the Lord, can 
provide a prophetic reminder that no one is saved by 
himself. 

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can 
say with complete conviction: “We cannot but speak 
about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). 
Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to 
be put to good use and freely shared with others. Just 
as the Apostles saw, heard, and touched the saving 
power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we too can daily touch 
the sorrowful and glorious flesh of Christ. There we can 
find the courage to share with everyone we meet a 
destiny of hope, the sure knowledge that the Lord is 
ever at our side. As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord 
to ourselves: the Church’s evangelizing mission finds 
outward fulfilment in the transformation of our world 
and in the care of creation. 

An invitation to each of us 

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – “We 
cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” 
(Acts 4:20), is a summons to each of us to “own” and 
to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This 

mission has always been the hallmark of the Church, 
for “she exists to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its 
prophetic power and its ability to awaken amazement 
and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw 
into little groups. By its very nature, the life of faith 
calls for a growing openness to embracing everyone, 
everywhere. The first Christians, far from yielding to 
the temptation to become an elite group, were 
inspired by the Lord and his offer of new life to go out 
among the nations and to bear witness to what they 
had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom 
of God is at hand. They did so with the generosity, 
gratitude, and nobility typical of those who sow seeds 
in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of 
their efforts and sacrifice. I like to think that “even 
those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be 
missionaries in their own way, for goodness can always 
be shared, even if it exists alongside many limitations” 
(Christus Vivit, 239). 

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year 
on the penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with 
gratitude all those men and women who by their 
testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal 
commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the 
Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who 
resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to 
bring the Gospel to all those places and people athirst 
for its saving message. 

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are 
inspired to be courageous ourselves and to beg “the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to mission is 
not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from 
earlier times. Today too Jesus needs hearts capable of 
experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges 
them to go forth to the peripheries of our world as 
messengers and agents of compassion. He addresses 
this call to everyone, and in different ways. We can 
think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of 
our cities or our own families. Universal openness to 
love has a dimension that is not geographical but 
existential. Always, but especially in these times of 
pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to 
widen our circle, to reach out to others who, albeit 
physically close to us, are not immediately part of our 
“circle of interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on 
mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to 
believe with him that those around us are also my 
brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love 
touch our hearts and make us all true missionary 
disciples. 

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all 
the baptized the desire to be salt and light in our lands 
(cf. Mt 5:13-14). 

Rome, Saint John Lateran,  
6 January 2021,  

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. 

Franciscus 


