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Sunday, 17th October 2021 
 

Twentieth Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

THE GREATEST SERVICE 
 

Today’s liturgy is about service. In the opening prayer we ask for “strength and joy in 
serving God as followers of Christ.” The First Reading is from the fourth servant song of 
Second Isaiah: the prophet sings of one who “gives his life as an offering”. The Gospel is 
about disciples who want to be important. Jesus teaches them this lesson: “whoever 
wants to rank first among you must serve the needs of all. 
 

Our Lord and Master calls us to be a community of service. Our strength comes from 
following in the footsteps of this Master, who “has not come to be served but to serve.” 
 

What is our service to the world? If all we do is affirm the world’s wisdom, what kind of 
service is that? After all, it is the wisdom of the world that has led us into the dark alleys 
of hatred, alienation, and killing. “It cannot be like that with you.” We must provide an 
alternative to the wisdom of the world: that is the greatest service we can offer. 
 
The fundamental moral criterion for all economic decisions, policies, and institutions is 
this: They must be at the service of all people, especially the poor. 

Economic Justice for All, 1986: 24 
 
The process of development and liberation takes concrete shape in the exercise of 
solidarity, that is to say in the love and service of neighbor, especially of the poorest. 

Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987: 46 
Gerald Darring 

 

Copyright © 2021, Gerald Darring. All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 
 
 

 

 

NEXT WEEK - 24th OCTOBER IS THE MISSION SUNDAY 
In one week, we will honour the work of missionaries on 
Mission Sunday; throughout the month, we are challenged 
by the Mission theme for 2021: ‘We cannot remain silent’, 
based on the strong words from the Acts of the Apostles: 
"We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard" 
(Acts 4:20). 
 

 

GLORY, GLORY, HALLELUJAH 
James and John ask Jesus if they can sit on his right and on 
his left in his glory. The other ten apostles are indignant 
when they learn of it. 
 

In response to the apostles’ indignation, Jesus gives them a 
lesson in glory. On worldly views, the great ones are the 
rulers. On Jesus’ view, the servants are the truly great ones. 
Real glory doesn’t come from lording it over others, but 
from serving others. Jesus is most glorious in his crucifixion, 
when he has lost everything but love. 
 

So, Jesus’ response to the indignation of the apostles shows 
us that they were thinking of glory as kingship. And they 
were indignant with James and John, because they thought 
that kind of kingship was what James and John were asking 
Jesus for. 
 

But notice that Jesus does not respond to James and John 
by explaining to them what true glory is. What Jesus says to 
James and John shows us what those two apostles were 
thinking, just as Jesus’ response to the others shows us 
what they were indignant about. 
 

To James and John, Jesus says, “Can you drink the cup that 
I drink?” This is the cup that Jesus prayed might pass from 
him. It is his crucifixion. So, James and John have the right 
idea of glory. They are not asking for thrones in heaven, as 

the other apostles think they are. They are asking whether 
they might be crucified with Jesus, on either side of him. 
And here is the most powerful thing to notice in this story. 
Jesus does not rebuke James and John for their request. He 
grants it. They will drink his cup with him. 
 

But Jesus denies them their request to be beside him in his 
glory. That gift is already prepared by God for others, Jesus 
says. And which others? Well, for those two thieves, 
crucified on either side of Jesus. Who else?  
 

God gave that great gift that James and John wanted, not to 
any of the apostles, but to two unknown, low-down, petty 
criminals. And what happened? 
 

One of those thieves wasted the gift. The other one was 
glorious, wasn’t he? 

Eleonore Stump 
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PRAYER FOR repose of the soul of JOSEPH Mc ELROY 
 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Joseph McElroy, beloved husband of 
Brenda. Joe passed away peacefully in 
home on Tuesday 12th October 
surrounded by his loving family.  
 

Joe and Brenda are much-loved 
parishioners of our Parish. 

 

Requiem Mass will take place at  
St. Fillan’s Church in Doune  

on Thursday 21st October at 11am. 
After Holy Mass at Kilmadock 

Cemetery: Interment of Ashes. 
 

 

Crucifixion, 1920, George Rouault 
 

The above reproduction has been identified as 
being free of known restrictions under copyright 
law, including all related and neighboring rights. 



INTRODUCYTION TO SUNDAY LITURGY 
 

Today’s readings, with their focus on Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice, recall the readings of Holy Week. Today’s passage 
from Isaiah is part of the longer passage we hear on Good 
Friday, describing the Suffering Servant, whose voluntary 
suffering atones for the sins of many. Today’s Gospel 
foreshadows Holy Thursday’s Gospel, with Jesus telling his 
disciples that he came to serve, not to be served. As the 
author of Hebrews says, let us look to Jesus for timely help. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING         Wisdom 53, 10-11 
 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 
It was the will of the Lord to crush his servant with pain. 
When he makes his life an offering for sin, he shall see his 
offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of 
the Lord shall prosper. 
Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction 
through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall 
make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 33 
 

R./ Lord, may your mercy be upon us, as we place our trust 
in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be 
trusted. The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth 
with his love.  
 

R./ Lord, may your mercy be upon us, as we place our trust 
in you. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who 
hope in his love. to rescue their souls from death, to keep 
them alive in famine. 
 

R./ Lord, may your mercy be upon us, as we place our trust 
in you. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our 
shield. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our 
hope in you. 
 

R./ Lord, may your mercy be upon us, as we place our trust 
in you. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING         Hebrews 4, 14-16 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 
to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Son of Man came to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL               Mark 10:35-45 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to 
Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it 

you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which 
I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right 
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James 
and John. Jesus called his disciples and said to them, “You 
know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize 
as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of 
all. For the Son of Man has come not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Assured that we can approach the throne of 
grace for timely help, we call upon the Lord to hear our 
prayers and respond with grace and mercy. 
 

 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. That the Church throughout the world may find comfort 
in knowing that Jesus has been tested in every way and 
now accompanies us throughout our trials and 
hardships, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For leaders around the world, that they may embrace 
their mission to serve others, especially those who have 
been neglected by society, giving them respect, dignity, 
and hope, let us pray to the Lord. 

3. For an end to war and terrorism, that conflict and 
differences may be resolved by peaceful means, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

4. For those for whom every day is a burden due to illness, 
abuse, poverty, or other trauma, that they may be 
served by those who can make a difference in their lives, 
showing them a way through their pain and suffering, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

5. For all of us, that we may heed the call to serve others in 
whatever capacity we are able to, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: Gracious and merciful God, you sent your Son 
not to be served but to serve. Inspire in us that spirit of 
service so that we can be Christ for our neighbour and see 
your will accomplished through the work of our hands. We 
ask this and all our prayers in his name, who is our Lord for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE NOVEMBER MASS LIST 
 

During November we offer Masses for the dead. 
 

If you would like to enroll a loved one on the Parish 
November Mass List, they 
will have Mass offered for 
them, they will be 
included in the Masses for 
the Holy Souls, and they 
will be prayed for during 
the Intercessions each 
Sunday. Also – after Holy 

Mass at weekday – we will pray the Holy Rosary Prayer.  
 

November Mass offering envelopes will be available in 
both churches coming week. 


