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Sunday, 10th October 2021 
 

Twentieth Eight Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

EVERLASTING LIFE 
 

The rich man wants to have it both ways: he wants his possessions, and 
he wants everlasting life. Jesus shatters his illusion; you can’t have both, 
Jesus says. The rich man goes away sad, prompting Jesus to comment on 
the difficulty of being rich and entering the kingdom. 
 

There is more to this story than renunciation of material possessions, for 
Jesus does not tell the man simply to get rid of his possessions: he must 
sell them and give to the poor. The point of the command is the 
acknowledgment of the priority of people and their needs over the 
satisfaction provided by the ownership of things. This is “God’s word (that) 
is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword,” and this is the 
spirit of Wisdom of which the first reading speaks: we are to value each 
other as if we were prime possessions, and the promise of everlasting life 

is made to those who have the power to give all they have to their brothers 
and sisters, especially those most in need. Then who can be saved? Those 
whose love for God expresses itself in eagerness to do good for others. 
 
 
 
 

Neither individuals nor nations should regard the possession of more and more goods as the ultimate objective.  
Every kind of progress is a two-edged sword. It is necessary if man is to grow as a human being; yet it can also enslave 

him, if he comes to regard it as the supreme good and cannot look beyond it.  
When this happens, men harden their hearts, shut out others from their minds and gather together solely  

for reasons of self-interest rather than out of friendship; dissension and disunity follow soon after. Thus, the exclusive 
pursuit of material possessions prevents man's growth as a human being and stands in opposition to his true grandeur. 

Avarice, in individuals and in nations, is the most obvious form of stultified moral development. 
 

Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio,1967: 19 
Gerald Darring 
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24th OCTOBER IS THE MISSION SUNDAY 
In two weeks time we will honour the work of missionaries 
on Mission Sunday; throughout the month, we are 
challenged by the Mission theme for 2021: ‘We cannot 
remain silent’, based on the strong words from the Acts of 
the Apostles: "We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard" (Acts 4:20). 
 

 

INHERITING ETERNAL LIFE 
 

A rich young man asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” In response, Jesus says to him, “You are 
lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the 
poor”. 
 

Selling what you own is a pretty radical thing to do. Just 
think what you own: a house, a car, a bed. And that’s just 
the beginning, isn’t it? There’s also the computer, the cell 
phone, the TV—and on and on. 
 

Early in Christian history, people who sold everything they 
owned set up religious orders, so that they could live 
together and share what they needed. And so, Jesus’ 
exhortation to sell what you have and give to the poor is 
usually taken as a call to religious life.  

 

Understood in that way, Jesus’ advice to the rich young man 
is one of the counsels of perfection. It explains what you 
have to do to be perfect in this life. 
 

But here’s a puzzle worth noticing. You don’t have to be 
perfect to go to heaven. You don’t have to be a member of 
a religious order to go to heaven. But going to heaven is 
what the rich young man was asking Jesus about: “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” And so, the answer Jesus 
gave the rich young man should have explained to him what 
you have to do to get to heaven. A counsel of perfection is 
by its nature not an answer to the rich young man’s 
question. Or put it this way. If selling all he has and giving it 
to the poor is what the rich young man needs to do to 
inherit eternal life, what about everybody else? 
 

Does everybody have to sell what he has in order to attain 
heaven? If you don’t sell everything you have, are you going 
to hell? The solution to the puzzle is to think about the 
description of the man asking Jesus the question: he is 
the rich young man. In other words, his gifts lie in his 
wealth.  
 

Now gifts are highly various. There are lots of gifts, gifts of 
learning, of music, of many other things. But whatever a 
person’s gifts are, they are meant to be given back in service 
to the Lord. You cannot bury your talent—your gifts—in the 
ground and hope to please the Lord.  
 

So here is what you need to do to inherit eternal life: You 
need to follow Jesus and use your gifts to the full when you 
do. 

Eleonore Stump 
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Heinrich Hoffmann 
Christ, and the Rich Young Ruler,1889 
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INTRODUCYTION TO SUNDAY LITURGY 
 

The Holy Spirit draws us each Sunday to this holy place. 
We gather together as the body of Christ to celebrate the 
Eucharist. We pray that we may be made worthy of the 

call we received in baptism to witness to God’s love.  
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING            Wisdom 7, 7-11 
 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 
Therefore, I prayed, and understanding was given me; I 
called on God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me. 
I preferred her to sceptres and thrones, and I accounted 
wealth as nothing in comparison with her. Neither did I liken 
to her any priceless gem because all gold is but a little sand 
in her sight, and silver will be accounted as clay before her. 
I loved her more than health and beauty, and I chose to 
have her rather than light, because her radiance never 
ceases. All good things came to me along with her, and in 
her hands uncounted wealth. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 90 

R./ Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy. 
 

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain 
wisdom of heart. Return, O Lord! How long? Have pity on 
your servants!  
 

R./ Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy. 
 

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may shout 
for joy and gladness all our days. Make us glad, for the days 
when you afflicted us, for the years when we saw evil. 
 

R./ Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy. 
 

Let your work be seen by your servants and your glory by 
their children; and may the gracious care of the Lord our 
God be ours; prosper the work of our hands for us! Prosper 
the work of our hands!  
 

R./ Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING         Hebrews 4, 12-13 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints 
from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all 
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we 
must render an account. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL               Mark 10:17-30 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; honour your father and 
mother.'” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these 
since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.”  
 

When he heard this, he was shocked and went away 
grieving, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And 
the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said 
to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 
 

They were greatly astounded and said to one another, 
“Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 
things are possible.”  
 

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything 
and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of 
the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this age-houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, 
and fields with persecutions-and in the age to come eternal 
life. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Jesus taught his disciples that all things are 
possible with God and so we dare to call upon the Lord with 
needs that may seem impossible to us. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For the Church, that the spirit of wisdom may take root 
in us, emboldening us to give what we have to the poor 
for the sake of the gospel, enabling us to follow Christ 
more closely, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. That the commandments that God gave us may guide all 
nations in the way they treat their people and their 
neighbours, respecting life, honesty, and goodness, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

3. For descendants of indigenous peoples in this country 
and around the world, that their heritage may be 
treasured and valued, and they be treated with respect 
and dignity, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For those who undergo persecution for the sake of the 
gospel, that Jesus’ promise of a hundredfold reward may 
give them courage and comfort, let us pray to the Lord. 

5. That the word of God may penetrate our very being, 
burrowing between our joints and marrow, so that we 
may live in accordance with the gospel each and every 
day, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: All-powerful God, your Son taught us that all 
things are possible for you. May that assurance give us the 
confidence to face our trials, follow the gospel, and 
transform our lives as we appeal to you with our needs, 
through Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 


