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Sunday, 3rd October 2021 
 

Twentieth Seventh Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE GREAT SIGN 
“It is not good for the man to be alone,” God says in the reading from Genesis. Humans 
are social beings: God created us to live and work together, to share our lives, to care 
about and for each other. Shortly after this story in Genesis, Cain asks the rhetorical 
question: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The rest of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures 
answer with a resounding: “YES!” 
 

The great sign of the social nature of men and women is marriage, in which the “two 
of them become one body, the two shall become as one.” Another sign is the Eucharist, 
for as Paul says in the Communion Antiphon: “we, though many, are one body, for we 
all share in the one loaf and in the one cup.” Marriage and Eucharist are signs of sharing 
lives and living together. 
 

The unity of humankind is shattered every day by the many scourges of injustice: 
racism, sexism, poverty, hunger, homelessness, war. We are constantly violating the fundamental principle: “let no man 
separate what God has joined.” God has joined us in a society of brothers and sisters because it is not good for us to be 
alone: let no one separate that society through collusion in injustice.  
 
Man’s social nature makes it evident that the progress of the human person and the advance of society itself 
hinge on each other. For the beginning, the subject and the goal of all social institutions is and must be the 

human person, which for its part and by its very nature stands completely in need of social life. This social life 
is not something added on to man. Hence, through his dealings with others, through reciprocal duties, and 

through fraternal dialogue he develops all his gifts and is able to rise to his destiny. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965:25 
Gerald Darring 
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FLESH OF MY FLESH 
 

God did a wonderful job in creating things. He did it with a 
Big Bang, out of which came the universe and galaxies, and 
… well, whatever else. So, God is a great artist. Let’s look. 
 

For all eternity the three persons in God have loved each 
other so much that they are one. When God wanted to 
create a living being that could share in this inmost 
characteristic, he knew it would be called “deep love.” 
 

But unfortunately, in the sequence of creation, God made a 
mistake. The First Reading tells us that he created the male 
first. Everyone knows that a man, left on his own, will likely 
be helpless. He needs company, needs partnership, 
correction, and sometimes just a lot of forgiveness. For 
almost all men, this means being with, or at least open to, 
the creature called woman. But there were no creatures 
called women in existence. Since God is a relationship of 
three persons to the point of forming one being, maybe God 
thought that adding another creature would make the same 
thing possible for created beings.  

 

First experiments: he took scoops of earth and made… 
various wild animals and various birds of the air, and he 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
whatever the man called each of them would be its name. 
(First Reading) 
 

But none of the wild animals proved to be the suitable 
partner for the man. So next, God made a move that was 
actually quite smart. Instead of trying to form a partner out 
of the earth for the man, as he had with the animals, he 
spread a deep sleep over the man and removed a rib from 
him. He fashioned this into a woman.  
 
 

 
 

This new gambit worked. There was a great intimacy 
between the man and the woman. She was, as the man put 
it clumsily, “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh!” The 
two were made out of the same stuff—how much closer 
can you get? Marriage came next. As the First Reading puts 
it, “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and 
clings to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh.” 
 

As centuries went by, millennia really, there came a popular 
saying among husbands. Women! You can’t live with them, 
and you can’t live without them! 
 

I cannot repeat here what women say, but it often starts 
out with, “MEN! …” and a list of particulars follows. 
 

Sadly, divorce made its entrance. It had been around for 
centuries by the time the Pharisees came to Jesus with the 
following argument: “Moses permitted a husband to write 
a bill of divorce and dismiss [his wife]” (Gospel).  
 

Jesus reminded them sternly of why God had made both 
man and woman, not just the one, not just the other. He 
wanted them to share an intimate relationship that would 
be like the Trinity. He stated it this way: “What God has 
joined together no human must separate.” So, if today you 
find yourself divorced, or alone, or left without your 
beloved because of death, or if your mate and you do not 
get along, what can you do? Do everything you can.  
 

Like the rest of us, you are trying to mirror in your life the 
loving unity of the Trinity. Pray and do it as you are able. 
 

John Foley, SJ  
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INTRODUCYTION TO SUNDAY LITURGY 
 

The Holy Spirit draws us each Sunday to this holy place. 
We gather together as the body of Christ to celebrate the 
Eucharist. We pray that we may be made worthy of the 
call we received in baptism to witness to God’s saving 

power in what we say and what we do. As we hear from 
the author of Hebrews today, we have been consecrated 

in the Lord, and in fact have been made the Lord’s 
brothers and sisters. Let us raise our voices in song and 

prayer as sisters and brothers of our Saviour. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING            Genesis 2:18-24 
 

A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” So out of 
the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field 
and every bird of the air and brought them to the man to 
see what he would call them; and whatever the man called 
every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a 
helper as his partner. So, the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his 
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the 
Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last 
is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be 
called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 
Therefore, a man leaves his father and his mother and clings 
to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 128 
R./ May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! 
by the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy 
and prosper.  
R./ May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your 
house, your children like shoots of the olive, around your 
table.  
R./ May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
Indeed, thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all 
the days of your life!  
R./ May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING            Hebrews 2:9-11 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
We see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, now crowned with glory and honour because of 
the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone. It was fitting that God, for whom 
and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this 
reason, Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters.  
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            J 17:17 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth; consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                  Mark 10:2-16 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, 
“What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to 
divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But 
from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ ‘For this reason, a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.’ So, they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” Then in the house the disciples asked him again 
about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his 
wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and 
if she divorces her husband and marries another, she 
commits adultery too.” 
 

 
People were bringing little children to him so that he might 
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But 
when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it 
is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I 
tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: If we love one another, God remains in us. Out of 
love for one another we make these prayers, that through our 
love, God’s love may be brought to perfection. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For the Church, that we, the bride of Christ, may be a 
living sign of his self-sacrificial love through our selfless 
commitment to care for our neighbor, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

2. That our nation’s leaders may truly value the welfare of 
all its people, working constantly to fight injustice, 
poverty, and conflict, let us pray to the Lord. 

3. That God may strengthen our relationships with those 
whom we love, so that we may more closely reflect 
God’s love for humanity, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For all human life, especially for those who are most 
vulnerable, that we may witness to its importance 
through our love and care for those whose lives are not 
universally respected, let us pray to the Lord. 

5. For those who are living in difficult relationships, those 
whose marriage is the source of anguish and hurt, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 

To be read by the Priest: 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: Creator of all, you have formed us into one family, 
connected as sisters and brothers, descended from one flesh. 
Help us to realize this and treat each other with love and care as 
we make these prayers for ourselves and our world through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


