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Sunday, 26th September 2021 
 

Twentieth Sixth Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

AT THE SAME TABLE 
 

We believe in a God in whom “justice and mercy meet.” Our God cares about the 
plight of the downtrodden (mercy), but also does something about their condition 
(justice), giving food to the hungry and sight to the blind, setting captives free, 
protecting strangers, and sustaining the fatherless and the widow. 
 

The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of salvation that will involve opening the eyes 
of the blind, clearing the ears of the deaf, and even brightening up the environment. 
Mark presents Jesus as the kind of saviour prophesied by Isaiah, one who “makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 

Those of us who have a calling from the God of Jacob to be followers of Jesus must 
combine concern for the downtrodden (mercy) with action on their behalf (justice). 
We must reject the religion of favouritism for the rich and imitate God who “chose 
those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and secures justice for 

the oppressed.” We must combine preaching the Good News of the Kingdom with healing the sick. This is the 
way to offer “true worship” to the “God of peace and love.” 
 
It is not simply a question of eliminating hunger and reducing poverty. It is not enough to combat destitution, 
urgent and necessary as this is. The point at issue is the establishment of a human society in which everyone, 
regardless of race, religion, or nationality, can live a truly human life free from bondage imposed by men and 
the forces of nature not sufficiently mastered, a society in which freedom is not an empty word, and where 

Lazarus the poor man can sit at the same table as the rich man. 
 

Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio, 1967:47 
Gerald Darring 
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AN OUTSIDER COUNTS AS ONE OF THOSE WHO 
COME TO THE FATHER BY CHRIST, EVEN IF HE IS NOT 

AN OFFICIAL MEMBER OF CHRIST’S DISCIPLES. 
 

The apostles see someone who is not among the group 
of Christ’s disciples but who is casting out demons in 
the name of Christ anyway. When the apostles 
perceive the man doing a miracle in Christ’s name, 
they tell him to stop it.  
 

As the apostles see it, un-less a person is a member of 
their group, their tribe, he is an outsider; and, as an 
outsider, he is not among the saved. In the view of the 
apostles, that is why there is something wrong about 
that outsider’s using God’s power to do miracles.  
 

In response, Christ defends the outsider and rebukes 
the tribalism of his apostles. “Whoever is not against 
us is for us,” Christ tells the disciples. The outsider has 
not joined the disciples, and he doesn’t know the 
doctrines or customs that the disciples are learning 
from Christ. But, in Christ’s view, he is still one of 
Christ’s own.  
 

But this requirement makes Christ the one necessary 
and sufficient condition for salvation. It doesn’t say 

anything about any of the other ways by which 
members of a group usually identify themselves.  
 

As Christ sees that outsider, the man meets the one 
requisite condition for salvation: he is for Christ. And 
so, in Christ’s view, that outsider counts as one of 
those who come to the Father by Christ, even if he is 
not an official member of Christ’s disciples. 
 

But then, you might say, who doesn’t count as one of 
Christ’s own? Who is against Christ?  
 

In effect, Christ answers these questions by giving an 
example of a group destined for perdition. It is the 
group of those who draw children away from the Lord 
or who make the vulnerable and helpless worse than 
they otherwise would be. Those in that group would be 
better off being dropped into the sea with millstones 
around their necks, Christ says.  
 

So here is what we need to remember. Even Judas 
was a member of the official group of Christ’s disciples; 
but in the end Judas was not one of Christ’s own.  
 

Real membership in the group of those who are 
Christ’s own depends on being for Christ, and for 
those he loves.                                                 

Eleonore Stump 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING       Numbers 11:25-29 
A reading from the Book of Numbers. 
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses 
and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on 
the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, 
they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men 
stayed in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among 
those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and 
so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and 
told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one 
of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But 
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would 
that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his spirit on them!” 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 19 

R./: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule 
of the Lord is to be trusted; it gives wisdom to the simple.  
 

R./: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The decrees of 
the Lord are truth and all of them just.  
 

R./: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

So, in them your servant finds instruction; great reward is 
in their keeping. But who can detect all his errors? From 
hidden faults acquit me.  
 

R./: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

From presumption restrain your servant and let it not rule 
me. Then shall I be blameless, clean from grave sin.  
 

R./: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                   James 5:1-6 
A reading from the letter of Saint James. 
Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries 
that are coming to you. Your riches have rotted, and your 
clothes are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted, 
and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat 
your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last 
days. Listen! The wages of the labourers who mowed your 
fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries 
of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you 
have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have 
condemned and murdered the righteous one who does not 
resist you. 
The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            J 17:17 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth; consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                   Mark 9:38nn 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 
was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for 
no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against 
us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 

water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by 
no means lose the reward. 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these 
little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 
great millstone were hung around your neck, and you were 
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have 
two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And 
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear 
it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 
one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 
where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: We imagine a better world and ask for God’s 
grace in bringing it to reality, knowing that God’s generosity 
exceeds even our imaginations. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For the Church, that we may have the courage to shine 
a light on our own faults and failings, excising what 
causes us to sin, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For our nation, that we may always strive to live up to 
our ideals, taking special care of those without political 
or economic power and working for the common good, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

3. For an increase of the blessings of humility and self-
sacrifice among all people, so that we may be 
increasingly willing to assist those in need, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

4. For those who have died, including all the departed 
refugees — and all our people who have gone before us 
in faith, that they may receive the reward of their 
labours, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

To be read by the Priest: 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: God of all blessings, send down your spirit on us 
always to strengthen our faith and increase our humility. Give us 
the wisdom to see your hand in the goodness that comes into our 
lives, into our world, and into our future, as you answer these 
prayers, we make through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SCHEDULED MASSES 
 

CALLANDER – Sunday Mass: 11.30am; Weekday Mass: 
Tuesday, Thursday 10am; First Thursday of the Month after 
Mass – Rosary; Holy Day of Obligation Mass: 10am; 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Tuesday, Thursday 9.30 - 
9.55am and by appointment; Holy Day of Obligation: 10am. 
 

DOUNE – Sunday Mass: 9.45am; Weekday Mass: 
Wednesday, Friday 10am; First Friday of the Month after 
Mass - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; Holy Day of 
Obligation Mass: 6pm; Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Wednesday, Friday 9.30 - 9.55am; and by appointment; 
Holy Day of Obligation: 6pm. 
 

KILLIN – Sunday Mass: Saturday before the First Sunday of 
the Month at 3pm; Sacrament of Reconciliation: before 
Holy Mass from 2.30pm, First Thursday of the Month: Mass 
in Callander at 10am, after Mass – Rosary; First Friday of 
the Month: Mass in Doune at 10am after Mass – Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Holy Day of Obligation Mass: in 
Callander at 10am or in Doune at 6pm. 
 



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS  

POPE FRANCIS  

FOR THE 107th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND 

REFUGEES 2021 
 

[26 September 2021] 
 

TOWARDS AN EVER WIDER “WE” 
 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, I expressed a concern and a 
hope that remain uppermost in my thoughts: “Once this 
health crisis passes, our worst response would be to plunge 
even more deeply into feverish consumerism and new forms 
of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, after all this, we 
will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only 
‘us’” (No. 35). 

For this reason, I have wished to devote the Message for this 
year’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees to the theme, 
Towards an Ever Wider “We”, in order to indicate a clear 
horizon for our common journey in this world. 

The history of this “we” 

That horizon is already present in God’s creative plan: “God 
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply’” (Gen 
1:27-28). God created us male and female, different yet 
complementary, in order to form a “we” destined to become 
ever more numerous in the succession of generations. God 
created us in his image, in the image of his own triune being, 
a communion in diversity. 

When, in disobedience we turned away from God, he in his 
mercy wished to offer us a path of reconciliation, not as 
individuals but as a people, a “we”, meant to embrace the 
entire human family, without exception: “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be 
his peoples, and God himself will be with them” (Rev 21:3). 

Salvation history thus has a “we” in its beginning and a “we” 
at its end, and at its centre the mystery of Christ, who died 
and rose so “that they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). The 
present time, however, shows that this “we” willed by God 
is broken and fragmented, wounded and disfigured. This 
becomes all the more evident in moments of great crisis, as 
is the case with the current pandemic. Our “we”, both in the 
wider world and within the Church, is crumbling and 
cracking due to myopic and aggressive forms of nationalism 
(cf. Fratelli Tutti, 11) and radical individualism (cf. ibid., 
105). And the highest price is being paid by those who most 
easily become viewed as others: foreigners, migrants, the 
marginalized, those living on the existential peripheries. 

The truth however is that we are all in the same boat and 
called to work together so that there will be no more walls 
that separate us, no longer others, but only a single “we”, 
encompassing all of humanity. Thus I would like to use this 
World Day to address a twofold appeal, first to the Catholic 
faithful and then all the men and women of our world, to 
advance together towards an ever wider “we”. 

A Church that is more and more “catholic” 

For the members of the Catholic Church, this appeal entails 
a commitment to becoming ever more faithful to our being 
“catholic”, as Saint Paul reminded the community in 
Ephesus: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism” (Eph 4:4-5). 

Indeed, the Church’s catholicity, her universality, must be 
embraced and expressed in every age, according to the will 
and grace of the Lord who promised to be with us always, 

until the end of the age (cf. Mt 28:20). The Holy Spirit 
enables us to embrace everyone, to build communion in 
diversity, to unify differences without imposing a 
depersonalized uniformity. In encountering the diversity of 
foreigners, migrants and refugees, and in the intercultural 
dialogue that can emerge from this encounter, we have an 
opportunity to grow as Church and to enrich one another. All 
the baptized, wherever they find themselves, are by right 
members of both their local ecclesial community and the one 
Church, dwellers in one home and part of one family. 

The Catholic faithful are called to work together, each in the 
midst of his or her own community, to make the Church 
become ever more inclusive as she carries out the mission 
entrusted to the Apostles by Jesus Christ: “As you go, 
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out demons. You received without payment; give without 
payment” (Mt 10:7-8). 

In our day, the Church is called to go out into the streets of 
every existential periphery in order to heal wounds and to 
seek out the straying, without prejudice or fear, without 
proselytising, but ready to widen her tent to embrace 
everyone. Among those dwelling in those existential 
peripheries, we find many migrants and refugees, displaced 
persons and victims of trafficking, to whom the Lord wants 
his love to be manifested and his salvation preached. “The 
current influx of migrants can be seen as a new “frontier” for 
mission, a privileged opportunity to proclaim Jesus Christ 
and the Gospel message at home, and to bear concrete 
witness to the Christian faith in a spirit of charity and 
profound esteem for other religious communities. The 
encounter with migrants and refugees of other 
denominations and religions represents a fertile ground for 
the growth of open and enriching ecumenical and 
interreligious dialogue” (Address to the National Directors 
of Pastoral Care for Migrants, 22 September 2017). 

An ever more inclusive world 

I also make this appeal to journey together towards an ever 
wider “we” to all men and women, for the sake of renewing 
the human family, building together a future of justice and 
peace, and ensuring that no one is left behind. 

Our societies will have a “colourful” future, enriched by 
diversity and by cultural exchanges. Consequently, we must 
even now learn to live together in harmony and peace. I am 
always touched by the scene in the Acts of the Apostles when, 
on the day of the Church’s “baptism” at Pentecost, 
immediately after the descent of the Holy Spirit, the people 
of Jerusalem hear the proclamation of salvation: “We… 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power” (2:9-11). 

This is the ideal of the new Jerusalem (cf. Is 60; Rev 21:3), 
where all peoples are united in peace and harmony, 
celebrating the goodness of God and the wonders of creation. 
To achieve this ideal, however, we must make every effort 
to break down the walls that separate us and, in 
acknowledging our profound interconnection, build bridges 
that foster a culture of encounter. Today’s migration 
movements offer an opportunity for us to overcome our fears 
and let ourselves be enriched by the diversity of each 
person’s gifts. Then, if we so desire, we can transform 
borders into privileged places of encounter, where the 
miracle of an ever wider “we” can come about. 

I invite all men and women in our world to make good use 
of the gifts that the Lord has entrusted to us to preserve and 
make his creation even more beautiful. “A nobleman went to 



a distant country to get royal power for himself and then 
return. He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten 
pounds, and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I 
come back’” (Lk 19:12-13). The Lord will also demand of us 
an account of our work! In order to ensure the proper care of 
our common home, we must become a “we” that is ever 
wider and more co-responsible, in the profound conviction 
that whatever good is done in our world is done for present 
and future generations. Ours must be a personal and 
collective commitment that cares for all our brothers and 
sisters who continue to suffer, even as we work towards a 
more sustainable, balanced, and inclusive development. A 
commitment that makes no distinction between natives and 
foreigners, between residents and guests, since it is a matter 
of a treasure we hold in common, from whose care and 
benefits no one should be excluded. 

The dream begins 

The prophet Joel predicted that the messianic future would 
be a time of dreams and visions inspired by the Spirit: “I will 
pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions” (Joel 2:28). We are called to 
dream together, fearlessly, as a single human family, as 
companions on the same journey, as sons and daughters of 
the same earth that is our common home, sisters, and 
brothers all (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 8). 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

Holy, beloved Father,  
your Son Jesus taught us  

that there is great rejoicing in heaven  
whenever someone lost is found, 

whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded  
is gathered into our “we”, 

which thus becomes ever wider. 

We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus,  
and all people of good will, 

the grace to do your will on earth. 
Bless each act of welcome and outreach 

that draws those in exile 
into the “we” of community and of the Church, 

so that our earth may truly become 
what you yourself created it to be: 

the common home of all our brothers and sisters. 
Amen. 

 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 3 May 2021 

Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles 

 

Franciscus 

 

OCTOBER ROSARY PRAYER 

 
 

 

 
FOUR MYSTERIES OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

 
 


