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Sunday, 19th September 2021 
 

Twentieth Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to  
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE LAW OF LOVE 
Today’s liturgy begins with the theme of the law: “guide us according to your 
law of love because all mankind is in need of your law; the just one ... 
reproaches us for transgressions of the law.” 
 

Notice that this is a law of love, and therefore it concerns the rightness of 
human relationships, in other words, justice: “the perfection of justice is found 
in your love ... help us to find this love in each other that justice may be 
attained.” 
 

The result of following the law of love and establishing justice is harmony 
within the human family: “the harvest of justice is sown in peace for those who 
cultivate peace”. 
 

There is a direct line, therefore, from love through justice to peace. The 
recognition of this line constitutes the essence of wisdom, which is 
“peaceable, lenient, docile, rich in sympathy and the kindly deeds that are its 
fruit”. It is in this context that we encounter the Gospel, a passage that 

includes the images of the cross and the child. One way to interpret this would be to say that we approach the 
triple challenge of love, justice, and peace with childlike humility, and we anticipate that our response to that 
challenge will bring us the cross. 
 

Love for others, and in the first-place love for the poor, in whom the church sees Christ himself, is made 
concrete in the promotion of justice. [Nr 58] (…) True peace is never simply the result of military victory, but 
rather implies both the removal of the causes of war and genuine reconciliation between peoples. [Nr 18] 

Gerald Darring 
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CHILDISH BEHAVIOR 
For the past Sundays Jesus has been shocking the disciples 

by showing himself as the 
“The Just One” from today’s 
First Reading:  

He was telling them the 
most intimate fact of his life. 

 

Let us trace it. In the First 
Reading, people known as 
“the wicked” practiced what 

we could call a version of childish self-interest. They say, 
Look at this “righteous one.” He thinks he is so wonderful. 
Let’s take his high opinion of himself and “test it.” Let us see 
how revilement and torture will affect him. Let us see what 
a slow death will do to someone supposedly so patient and 
gentle. The Reading quotes these “evil ones” as saying, 
sarcastically, doesn’t this Just One claim that “God will 
defend him and deliver him from the hand of his foes”? We’ll 
fix him. They practice mockery and cruelty, all based on self-
deception.  
 

MOCKERY: “If he says he is so wonderful, if he has God on his side, 
surely he will pass our little test. We are just conducting an 
‘interesting experiment’.” [Translation: he’s on the wrong side, kill 
him]. CRUELTY: “He thinks he is so holy. We will give him torture, 
revilement, and a shameful death. This is just reasonable 
research, to see how he will react.” [Translation: holiness is all a 
sham, a way for people to get what they want. Well, we want him 
dead.] SELF-DECEPTION: we do not need this God stuff. We base 
our lives in what is real. [Translation: we are more important than 
God and this Jesus H. Christ. Self-interest will always win.] All 

these are seductively false. No human being can become truly and 
freely human without putting God in first place, valuing 
everything else in relation to God’s love—even power, even 
wealth, and especially pride. 
 

The disciples, out of confusion, engaged in a long argument, 
about which of them was the greatest! It was as if they had 
started fighting for the best toys, just like children.  
 

Instead of this, Jesus says in the Gospel that, in fact, the Son of 
God was going to be condemned to a shaming torture that the 
wicked had planned and would be killed. It would look exactly as 
if God did not care. 
 

“This is what I am going to do,” he says. I will be saying  
“I love you,” to my Father. But I will do it by not resisting insults 
and humiliating death because I love God above these things. 
 

And I love the world, everything that is in it. 
 

And I love you, with the fullness and warmth and generosity of 
God’s everlasting love. 
 

Even if it is hard for us to believe, God’s promise is that, out of 
suffering and death good can emerge. Ultimately it seems that 
good can come only out of these.  
 

In the end, God does defend us and deliver us from the hand of 
our foes.                   John Foley, SJ  
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PRAYER FOR DEACON ANDREW BROOKES OP 
 

Ordination of Deacon Andrew Brookes OP to the 
Priesthood - St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee, on 

Saturday, 25th September 2021 at 12.30pm. 

It would be good to show our solidarity with Deacon 
Andrew - who is from Crieff - at this ordination. 

Anthony van Dyck, Suffer Little 
Children to Come Unto Me  

c. 1618–20. 

 

NO HUMAN BEING 
CAN BECOME TRULY 
AND FREELY HUMAN 
WITHOUT PUTTING 
GOD IN FIRST PLACE. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

Today's readings are dealing with wisdom but from different 
perspectives. In the first, people who are caught up in themselves 
want to be rid of the wise person because his life points up the 
emptiness of their own. In the second, we see the consequences 
of choosing to live by the wisdom of God. The wise person is not 
necessarily rich, popular, or successful and while these maybe the 
values which are esteemed in our modern culture they do not 
compare with being at peace with ourselves. This is the fruit of 
wisdom and is a gift to be prayed for with all our hearts. In the 
gospel, Jesus offers us the wisdom of the cross which focuses on 
our call to become like Jesus, the last of all and the servant of all. 

 

 

FIRST READING      Wisdom 2:12,17-20 
A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 
The godless say to themselves: ‘Let us lie in wait for the 
virtuous man, since he annoys us and opposes our way of 
life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law and accuses 
us of playing false to our upbringing. ‘Let us see if what he 
says is true, let us observe what kind of end he himself will 
have. If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his part 
and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. Let us test 
him with cruelty and with torture, and thus explore this 
gentleness of his and put his endurance to the proof. Let us 
condemn him to a shameful death since he will be looked 
after – we have his word for it.’ 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6 , 8 
R. The Lord upholds my life. 
 

O God, by your name save me, and by your might defend 
my cause. O God, hear my prayer; hearken to the words of 
my mouth. 
 

R. The Lord upholds my life. 
 

For the haughty men have risen up against me, the ruthless 
seek my life; they set not God before their eyes. 
 

R. The Lord upholds my life. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING              James 3:16-4:3 
A reading from the letter of Saint James. 
Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find 
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being done; 
whereas the wisdom that comes down from above is 
essentially something pure; it also makes for peace and is 
kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion and shows 
itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they work for peace, 
sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 
 

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first 
start? Isn’t it precisely in the desires fighting inside your 
own selves? You want something and you haven’t got it; so 
you are prepared to kill. You have an ambition that you 
cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way by force. Why 
you don’t have what you want is because you don’t pray for 
it; when you do pray and don’t get it, it is because you have 
not prayed properly, you have prayed for something to 
indulge your own desires. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             J 14:6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; No one 
can come to the Father except through me. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                 Mark 9:30-37 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus and his disciples made their way through Galilee; and 
he did not want anyone to know, because he was 
instructing his disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son of 
Man will be delivered into the hands of men; they will put 
him to death; and three days after he has been put to death 
he will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he said 
and were afraid to ask him. 
 

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house 
he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ 
They said nothing because they had been arguing which of 
them was the greatest. So, he sat down, called the Twelve 
to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make 
himself last of all and servant of all.’ He then took a little 
child, set him in front of them, put his arms round him, and 
said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little 
children in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: My friends, we have God for our help, so let 
us bring forward all our needs. Lord, hear us. / Lord 
graciously hear us. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For all of humanity — that they care for God’s beautiful 
creation (pause for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 

2. For Christians — that they fight global warming by 
practical local actions (pause for quiet prayer). Lord, 
hear us. 

3. For vocation in our church for priesthood, deaconate 
and religious life (pause for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 

4. For peacemakers — that God may help them stick at it 
(pause for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 

5. For the children of our community — that they may 
grow in wisdom (pause for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 

6. For children who have suffered from harm or abuse — 
that God may protect them from further danger (pause 
for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 

To be read by the Priest: 

7. For all who have died, that the Lord may keep them in 
eternal peace (pause for quiet prayer). Lord, hear us. 
 

Conclusion: God of power and might, you uphold our lives 
and keep us in your care, help us in our needs, we pray, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Conversations such as the one described in today’s Gospel 
are common in family life. As you gather as a family, recall 
a recent family argument about household chores or an 
example of bickering among family members. Talk about 
what was at issue in the argument. Together imagine that 
Jesus entered the room just as the argument ended. What 
would you tell Jesus your argument was about? What might 
Jesus say in reply?        
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 

VOCATIONS CONCERNS  
“If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself 
last.” Could you put yourself last and Christ and his 

People first? Could you serve as He did, in priesthood 
or religious life? Speak to Fr Mark Cassidy  

your local Vocations Director  
(email: stmaryslochee@dunkelddiocese.org.uk  

or tel. 01382 611282), visit website: 
http://priestsforscotland.org.uk/ 

 


