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Sunday, 12th September 2021 
 

Twentieth Fourth Week in Ordinary Time - B 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to  
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

GENUINE SERVICE OF OTHERS 
 

 

The service that our faith calls for is genuine service, the actual performance of deeds 
that benefit those in need. James talks about this kind of service: what good is it, he 
asks, if we wish others well “but do not meet their bodily needs.” 
 

The problem with commitment to genuine service of others is that it threatens the 
people of this world, who do not want to carry the burden of caring for people who 
have nothing to wear and no food for the day. The result is that those who work for 
peace in society by serving the needy must suffer. 
 

Peter did not understand this principle at first, thinking that liberation could come 
without the need for suffering. Jesus has to correct him and teach him God’s standard: 
the Christian life of service amounts to carrying one’s cross in the footsteps of Jesus. 
The struggle for justice is no party! 
 

 

Inspired by no earthly ambition, the Church seeks but a solitary goal: to carry forward 
the work of Christ Himself under the lead of the befriending Spirit. And Christ entered 
this world to give witness to the truth, to rescue and not to sit in judgment, to serve and 
not to be served. 

 

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 3 
Gerald Darring 
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THE BEATIFICATION OF  
STEFAN CARDINAL WYSZYŃSKI 

 
 

Peace and all good things! As we prayerfully mark the 
20th anniversary of 9/11 this weekend, it is providential 
that we will also celebrate the holy legacy of Stefan 
Cardinal Wyszyński (1901-1981), Primate of Poland, 
declared “Blessed” this Sunday, September 12th, in 
Warsaw. 
 

His witness to holiness and his strong leadership were 
gifts from God at a critical time in history. Having lost 
his own mother when he was nine years old, Blessed 
Stefan would grow in a lifelong devotion to the Mother 
of God:  
 

“I went to Jasna Góra to say my First Mass  
so that I could have a Mother,  

a Mother who is forever and does not die.” 
 

Even as a young priest, Cardinal Wyszyński was deeply 
involved in spreading the Church’s social teaching on 
the dignity of work and the rights of workers.  
 
He would use his intellectual, pastoral, and diplomatic 
skills to great effect as he steadfastly fought for the 
free exercise of faith under a communist government 
while undergoing imprisonment at the hands of 
government officials. 
 

“I was of the opinion,” wrote Wyszyński, “that the 
modern world needed another kind of martyrdom – 

the martyrdom of work, not of blood.” 

In one of his first addresses to the people of Poland as 
pope, St. John Paul II would praise the man who was 
like a father to him:  
 

“In the Chair of Peter there would not be a Polish pope 
who today, full of the fear of God but also full of 

confidence, begins a new pontificate, if it had not 
been for your faith, which never retreated during 

imprisonment and suffering, your heroic hope, your 
unceasing trust in the Mother of the Church….” 

 

 
 

Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, the "Primate of the 
Milennium". The Primate of Poland for the greater 

part of the 20th century, Wyszyński heroically resisted 
communism and preserved the Catholic Faith in 

Poland. He was a mentor to Karol Wojtyła,  
the future Pope John Paul II.  

Giotto, "Lamentation of Christ 
(Compianto sul Cristo morto),  

1303-1305, fresco"detail 
 



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

Jesus, you ask us over and over, 
“Who do you say that I am?” 

Show us who you are. In every joy, take our hands. 
In every sorrow, take our hands. 

Then we will know you well, love you well. 
Raising up your cross will not be so hard if you are there 

with us, holding our hands. 
 

 

FIRST READING                  Isaiah 50:5-9 
A reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah 
The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no 
resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to 
those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle.  
 

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. My vindicator is here at hand. Does anyone start 
proceedings against me? Then let us go to court together. 
Who thinks he has a case against me? Let him approach me. 
The Lord is coming to my help, who will dare to condemn 
me? 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM            Psalm 114(116):1-6, 8-9 
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 
 

I love the Lord for he has heard the cry of my appeal; for he 
turned his ear to me in the day when I called him. 
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 
 

They surrounded me, the snares of death, with the anguish 
of the tomb; they caught me, sorrow, and distress. I called 
on the Lord’s name. O Lord, my God, deliver me! 
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 
 

How gracious is the Lord, and just; our God has compassion. 
The Lord protects the simple hearts; I was helpless, so he 
saved me

 

 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 
 

He has kept my soul from death, my eyes from tears / and 
my feet from stumbling. I will walk in the presence of the 
Lord in the land of the living. 
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING               James 2:14-18 
A reading from the letter of Saint James 
Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never 
done a single good act but claims that he has faith. Will that 
faith save him? If one of the brothers or one of the sisters is 
in need of clothes and has not enough food to live on, and 
one of you says to them, ‘I wish you well; keep yourself 
warm and eat plenty’, without giving them these bare 
necessities of life, then what good is that?  
 

Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite 
dead. This is the way to talk to people of that kind: ‘You say 
you have faith and I have good deeds; I will prove to you 
that I have faith by showing you my good deeds – now you 
prove to me that you have faith without any good deeds to 
show.’ 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             J 14:6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; No one 
can come to the Father except through me. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                 Mark 7:31-37 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he put this question to his disciples, 
‘Who do people say I am?’ And they told him. ‘John the 
Baptist,’ they said ‘others Elijah; others again, one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter 
spoke up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he gave 
them strict orders not to tell anyone about him. / And he 
began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to 
suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief 
priests and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after 
three days to rise again; and he said all this quite openly. 
Then, taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with 
him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! Because the way 
you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ / He called the people 
and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a 
follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life 
will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: The Lord protects his people, so we ask for 
help with confidence.  Lord, hear us. / Lord graciously hear us. 
 

To be read by the People: 
 

1. For the pope — that he may travel safely in Hungary and 
Slovakia this week (pause and pray). Lord, hear us. 

2. For our Church — that it may show leadership in the 
struggle with global warming (pause and pray). Lord, hear 
us. 

3. That Pope Francis may help the world to care for our 
Common Home (pause and pray). Lord, hear us. 

4. For leaders of nations — that they may make wise 
decisions (pause and pray). Lord, hear us. 

5. For migrants who seek safety in Europe — that they 
receive love and care (pause and pray). Lord, hear us. 

6. For all of us, as we begin a new week, that we may learn 
to live each day according to the Gospel (pause and pray). 
Lord, hear us. 

 

To be read by the Priest: 

7. For our friends whose life in this world is over (especially 
those who died in the terrorists attacks), that they and all 
the dead may join Mary and the saints in the glory of heaven 
(pause and pray). Lord, hear us. 
 

Conclusion: God of all compassion, you protect your people 
in every difficulty: hear our prayers and grant us your grace, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Pray together that we will remember that God is always 
working for the world's salvation in ways that are beyond 
our imagination. Conclude by praying together today's 
psalm, Psalm 114 (116). 
 

 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 


