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16th May 2021 – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ESTER – YEAR B 
 

The Ascension of the Lord 
 

 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to  
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

The Ascension does not mark the end of Jesus' relationship with His Church but 
the beginning of a new way of His relating to the world - in and through His 
Church. This way includes every one of us who now bear His name. When viewed 
with the eyes of living faith the Ascension can begin to change the way we view 
ourselves and live our daily lives. 
 

The Ascension invites us to reflect on who Jesus is - and who we are empowered 
to become in Him, beginning now and opening up into the life to come. He is 
indeed the Way, the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6)  
 

The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord Jesus helps to explain the Christian voca-
tion and unveils the horizon which opens before us as we continue to live our lives 
now in this Way called Christianity. (cf Acts 9:2, 11:26) It points to the ongoing 
plan of redemption for each of us. It gives us a glimpse of the loving plan of God 
for the whole of creation.  
 

This Feast also points us toward a deeper understanding of the Feast of Pentecost 
which we will soon celebrate. The very Breath of God, His Holy Spirit, has been 
breathed into the Body of Christ, the Church - and into each one of us as members 
of that Body. 

 
 
 

GOVERNMENT ACTUAL GUIDANCE 
Following the move to Level 3, updated guidance re-
quired a change on how the numbers are calculated but 
still to meet the 2 metre distance requirements. The as-
sessments have been carried out and the MAXIMUM 
that each church in the parish can safely accommodate 
is DOUNE: 40, CALLANDER: 30. This is also de-
pendent on the size of the household booking, i.e., a sin-
gle person household is allocated one seat, that same 
seat can accommodate a household or extended house-
hold of up to 6. We cannot mix different households in 
the seats. Doune has 14 seats and Callander has 10. 
These numbers will also apply for Funerals and Wed-
dings, again dependent on the numbers designated as 
households who will occupy the available seating.  
 

First Communions and Christenings can take place as 
part of a scheduled act of worship a limited number of 
seats will be made available to accommodate families, 
in these circumstances.  
 

Attendance Numbers and seat allocation is managed via 
the online booking system via https://stfdac.co.uk/ and 
where Parishioners do not have internet access, please 
assist by booking online for them. PLEASE ENSURE 
THAT it is their NAME and telephone details that are 
used, as this may be required for the NHS Scotland 
Track and Trace process if required or telephone Father 
Leszek - 01877330702. 
 

 

WE PRAY IN MAY WITH and FOR MARY’S MEALS  
At the wedding feast at Cana, Mary showed the im-
portance of turning to Jesus in times of need, believing 
in his wisdom and being obedient to his word. In the 
same way, may we always be open to hearing the Word 

of God and live out our faith in service to others, in re-
sponse to what Jesus asks us to do.  
 

“We pray for all women / going 
through unexpected pregnancies, / 
that they would experience / and sup-
port in this circumstance, / and recog-
nize the many blessings / Let us pray 
to the Lord. / Lord hear our prayers”.  

 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/donate 
 

 

 

 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 2021  
IS CELEBRATED TODAY 

The theme for the 2021 World Day of Social Commu-
nications, chosen by Pope Francis, echoes the words of 
the Apostle Philip, recognizing that authentic commu-
nication leads to “encountering people as and where 
they are”. Taken from the Bible, John 1: 46, the words 
“Come and see” are central to the Gospel. Before the 
Gospel is proclaimed, prior to words, there are “looks, 
testimonies, experiences, encounters and closeness. In 
a word – life.” Pope Francis provides the subtitle: 
“Communicating, encountering people as and where 
they are”. 
 

World Communications Day - donations 
On World Communications Day, we take up the com-
mand of Jesus to preach the Good News of the Gospel 
to the whole world. Vital to this is good communication 
- through our websites, publications, and social media 
channels.  
 

PLEASE READ THE MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS  
POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 2021 WORLD COMMUNICA-

TIONS DAY - “Come and See” (Jn 1:46).



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

One way that we can tell that today is a day of transition 
is that today’s Gospel consists of the very end of Mark’s 
Gospel and today’s first reading is the very beginning 
of the Acts of the Apostles. It is also a moment of tran-
sition for Jesus, from his time here on earth in bodily 
form to eternity in heaven in glory at the right hand of 
the Father. Finally, it is a time of transition for the dis-
ciples, told to go into the world and witness to the gos-
pel. As disciples of the Lord ourselves, let us listen for 
his call in today’s scriptures. 
 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
Lord Jesus, you were raised from the dead to bring sal-
vation to your people: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you ascended into heaven and now sit at the 
right hand of the Father: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory: Lord, have 
mercy. 
 

 

FIRST READING    Acts 1:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
did and taught from the beginning until the day when 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive 
to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
So, when they had come together, they asked him, 
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the king-
dom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM      Psalm 47 
R./: God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up 

with trumpet blast. 

All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with 

cries of gladness. For the Lord, the Most High, the awe-

some, is the great king over all the earth. 
 

R./: God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up 

with trumpet blast. 

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the Lord, 

amid trumpet blasts. Sing praise to God, sing praise; 

sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 

R./: God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up 

with trumpet blast. 

For king of all the earth is God; sing hymns of praise. 

God reigns over the nations, God sits upon his holy 

throne.  

R./: God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up 

with trumpet blast. 
 
Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING       Ephesians 1:17-23 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephe-
sians. 
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glo-
rious inheritance among the saints, and what is the im-
measurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               Mt 28,19-20 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Go, make disciples of all the nations. I am with you al-
ways; yes, to the end of time. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL             Mark 16:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one 
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one 
who does not believe will be condemned. And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: by using my 
name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new 
tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they 
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
So, then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, 
was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand 
of God. And they went out and proclaimed the good 
news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed the message by the signs that accompa-
nied it. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Introduction: Let us turn now to God with our needs 
and the needs of our neighbours all around the world.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1


• For the Church, that we may never lose sight of Jesus’ 
final command to his disciples: “Go into the whole 
world and proclaim the gospel to every creature,” let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• That we may work together to build the unity Jesus 
envisions, drawing all peoples together into a com-
munity that values justice, life, and peace, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

• We pray for politicians that they may communicate 
candidly with the electorate and have the courage 
publicly to address controversial issues which need to 
be resolved if human dignity and the common good 
of society are to be upheld, let us pray to the Lord.  

• We pray for journalists who put themselves in danger 
to bring to others’ attention wrongdoing and human 
suffering, that their efforts to humanise society may 
bear fruit and that they may be kept safe from harm, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

• For priests and deacons, religious sisters, and broth-
ers, and all who spread the gospel and teach the faith, 
building up the body of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

• That all those who work in service for the children of 
Mary’s Meals, that they will continually live out their 
vocation through their little acts of love, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 

Conclusion: Heavenly Father, guide us in bearing wit-
ness to you in the way that we treat each other, in the 
way that we treat the stranger, in the way that we treat 
all people. Hear the prayers we make, and grant them 
through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory, 
now and forever. 
 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
It can be very important whom we sit next to. Any fam-
ily that has tried to sit down to a family dinner or packed 
the car for a trip has heard children argue at least once 
about who should sit where. To sit next to someone, es-
pecially if that person is important, is to have a place of 
honour. Jesus has this place of honour seated at God’s 
right hand, but there is more to this metaphor than 
where Jesus sits in relation to God. To be in the place 
of honour is also to be in a place of power. Knowing 
people in powerful places can be helpful. Our children 
remind us of this each time we are called upon to referee 
a conflict. Jesus, honoured at God’s right hand, is a 
powerful ally for us. 
 

As you gather as a family, recall a time when there was 
a discussion, or perhaps even an argument, about where 
people were going to sit. Talk about why it might be 
important to a person to sit in a particular place. Ob-
serve that in today’s Gospel we will learn about Jesus’ 
place in heaven. Read together today’s Gospel, Mark 
16:15-20. Talk about what we might learn about the re-
lationship between God and Jesus from today’s Gospel 

and what we learn about Jesus’ relationship to us. Ob-
serve that one of the things we learn is that Jesus con-
tinues to help us from this place of honour in heaven. 
Pray together the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
This week, let us be a Church between Ascension and 
Pentecost - sensing Jesus has gone before us and long-
ing for the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The invitation for us 
is to pray to the Father this week, as Jesus did. We pray 
through the desires churning around in our hearts. Get-
ting in touch with those desires will bring us closer to 
preparation for celebrating Pentecost. Naming what we 
long for, will place us with Jesus, praying to the Father 
for help. 
 

Of course, it can be tender and quite personal, speaking 
to our Father with a Jesus-given intimacy. And, what 
makes it concrete, real, and a prayer from the heart of 
each of us, is that we are letting all of this interact with 
the real things in our everyday life. 
 

It may come easily, spontaneously, as I am getting 
dressed or in any of the “background times” of my day. 
But it may be difficult for me to know how to address 
the Father. Perhaps my father-memories are not warm 
and tender. All we have to do is relax and try it. We will 
meet a Father who loves us and longs for us to be re-
laxed and speak heart-to-heart. It can start with a dia-
logue with myself, e.g., where I ask myself questions 
and then answer myself. 

 

What am I feeling? What fears can I name?  
What anxieties, worries come to me as I try to get in 

touch with what is going on right now?  
Who comes to my mind? Who is struggling?  

With whom am I in conflict? Am I frustrated? Tired?  
Feeling taken for granted?  

Where am I 'cutting corners,' or cheating or lying to 
myself or others? What is missing?  

What am I hungry for?  
What am I dreaming about? What is giving me joy? 

 

The desires that flow from my answers to these ques-
tions shape our daily prayer this week. We find that we 
have plenty to talk with the Father about and ask for. 
Perhaps we can pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle within them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be re-created and 
join you in renewing the face of the earth. 

 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

What can I do today to actively witness 
to my faith? 

 

 

                            MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
                       FOR THE 2021 WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY “Come and See” (Jn 1:46). 
      Communicating by Encountering People Where and as They Are 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

The invitation to “come and see”, 
which was part of those first moving 
encounters of Jesus with the 

disciples, is also the method for all authentic human 
communication. In order to tell the truth of life that be-
comes history it is necessary to move beyond the com-
placent attitude that we “already know” certain things. 



Instead, we need to go and see them for ourselves, to 
spend time with people, to listen to their stories and to 
confront reality, which always in some way surprises 
us. “Open your eyes with wonder to what you see, let 
your hands touch the freshness and vitality of things, so 
that when others read what you write, they too can 
touch first-hand the vibrant miracle of life”. This was 
the advice that Blessed Manuel Lozano Garrido offered 
to his fellow journalists. This year, then, I would like to 
devote this Message to the invitation to “come and see”, 
which can serve as an inspiration for all communication 
that strives to be clear and honest, in the press, on the 
internet, in the Church’s daily preaching and in political 
or social communication. “Come and see!”   
 

This has always been the way that the Christian faith 
has been communicated, from the time of those first en-
counters on the banks of the River Jordan and on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
 

 
“HITTING THE STREETS” 

Let us look first at the great issue of news reporting. 
Insightful voices have long expressed concern about the 
risk that original investigative reporting in newspapers 
and television, radio and web newscasts is being re-
placed by a reportage that adheres to a standard, often 
tendentious narrative. This approach is less and less ca-
pable of grasping the truth of things and the concrete 
lives of people, much less the more serious social phe-
nomena or positive movements at the grass roots level. 
The crisis of the publishing industry risks leading to a 
reportage created in newsrooms, in front of personal or 
company computers and on social networks, without 
ever “hitting the streets”, meeting people face to face to 
research stories or to verify certain situations first hand. 
Unless we open ourselves to this kind of encounter, we 
remain mere spectators, for all the technical innovations 
that enable us to feel immersed in a larger and more im-
mediate reality. Any instrument proves useful and val-
uable only to the extent that it motivates us to go out 
and see things that otherwise we would not know about, 
to post on the internet news that would not be available 
elsewhere, to allow for encounters that otherwise would 
never happen. 
 

THE GOSPELS AS NEWS STORIES 

“Come and see” were the first words that Jesus spoke 
to the disciples who were curious about him following 
his baptism in the Jordan river (Jn 1:39). He invited 
them to enter into a relationship with him. More than 
half a century later, when John, now an old man, wrote 
his Gospel, he recalled several “newsworthy” details 
that reveal that he was personally present at the events 
he reports and demonstrate the impact that the experi-
ence had on his life. “It was about the tenth hour”, he 
noted, that is, about four in the afternoon (cf. v. 39). The 
next day – John also tells us – Philip told Nathaniel 
about his encounter with the Messiah. His friend is 
sceptical and asks: “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?”  Philip does not try to win him over with 
good reasons, but simply tells him: “Come and see” (cf. 
vv. 45-46). Nathaniel did go and see, and from that mo-
ment his life was changed. That is how Christian faith 
begins, and how it is communicated: as direct 

knowledge, born of experience, and not of hearsay. “It 
is no longer because of your words that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves”. So, the townspeople told 
the Samaritan woman, after Jesus stayed in their village 
(cf. Jn 4:39-42). “Come and see” is the simplest method 
to get to know a situation. It is the most honest test of 
every message, because, in order to know, we need to 
encounter, to let the person in front of me speak, to let 
his or her testimony reach me. 
 

THANKS TO THE COURAGE OF MANY JOURNALISTS 

Journalism too, as an account of reality, calls for an 
ability to go where no one else thinks of going: a read-
iness to set out and a desire to see. Curiosity, openness, 
passion. We owe a word of gratitude for the courage 
and commitment of all those professionals – journalists, 
camera operators, editors, directors – who often risk 
their lives in carrying out their work. Thanks to their 
efforts, we now know, for example, about the hardships 
endured by persecuted minorities in various parts of the 
world, numerous cases of oppression and injustice in-
flicted on the poor and on the environment, and many 
wars that otherwise would be overlooked. It would be a 
loss not only for news reporting, but for society and for 
democracy as a whole, were those voices to fade away. 
Our entire human family would be impoverished. 
 

Many situations in our world, even more so in this time 
of pandemic, are inviting the communications media to 
“come and see”. We can risk reporting the pandemic, 
and indeed every crisis, only through the lens of the 
richer nations, of “keeping two sets of books”. For ex-
ample, there is the question of vaccines, and medical 
care in general, which risks excluding the poorer peo-
ples. Who would keep us informed about the long wait 
for treatment in the poverty-stricken villages of Asia, 
Latin America and Africa? Social and economic differ-
ences on the global level risk dictating the order of dis-
tribution of anti-Covid vaccines, with the poor always 
at the end of the line and the right to universal health 
care affirmed in principle but stripped of real effect. Yet 
even in the world of the more fortunate, the social trag-
edy of families rapidly slipping into poverty remains 
largely hidden; people who are no longer ashamed to 
wait in line before charitable organizations in order to 
receive a package of provisions do not tend to make 
news. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES AND HIDDEN DANGERS ON THE WEB 

The internet, with its countless social media expres-
sions, can increase the capacity for reporting and shar-
ing, with many more eyes on the world and a constant 
flood of images and testimonies. Digital technology 
gives us the possibility of timely first-hand information 
that is often quite useful. We can think of certain emer-
gency situations where the internet was the first to re-
port the news and communicate official notices. It is a 
powerful tool, which demands that all of us be respon-
sible as users and consumers.  
 

Potentially we can all become witnesses to events that 
otherwise would be overlooked by the traditional me-
dia, offer a contribution to society and highlight more 
stories, including positive ones. Thanks to the internet 



we have the opportunity to report what we see, what is 
taking place before our eyes, and to share it with others. 
 

At the same time, the risk of misinformation being 
spread on social media has become evident to everyone. 
We have known for some time that news and even im-
ages can be easily manipulated, for any number of rea-
sons, at times simply for sheer narcissism. Being criti-
cal in this regard is not about demonizing the internet 
but is rather an incentive to greater discernment and re-
sponsibility for contents both sent and received. All of 
us are responsible for the communications we make, for 
the information we share, for the control that we can 
exert over fake news by exposing it. All of us are to be 
witnesses of the truth: to go, to see and to share. 
 

NOTHING REPLACES SEEING THINGS AT FIRST HAND 

In communications, nothing can ever completely re-
place seeing things in person. Some things can only be 
learned through first-hand experience. We do not com-
municate merely with words, but with our eyes, the tone 
of our voice and our gestures. Jesus’ attractiveness to 
those who met him depended on the truth of his preach-
ing; yet the effectiveness of what he said was insepara-
ble from how he looked at others, from how he acted 
towards them, and even from his silence. The disciples 
not only listened to his words; they watched him speak. 
Indeed in him – the incarnate Logos – the Word took on 
a face; the invisible God let himself be seen, heard and 
touched, as John himself tells us (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-3). The 
word is effective only if it is “seen”, only if it engages 
us in experience, in dialogue. For this reason, the invi-
tation to “come and see” was, and continues to be, es-
sential. 
 

We think of how much empty rhetoric abounds, even in 
our time, in all areas of public life, in business as well 
as politics. This or that one “speaks an infinite deal of 
nothing... His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in 
two bushels of chaff: you shall seek all day ere you find 
them, and when you have them, they are not worth the 
search. The blistering words of the English playwright 
also apply to us as Christian communicators. The Good 
News of the Gospel spread throughout the world as a 
result of person-to-person, heart-to-heart encounters 
with men and women who accepted the invitation to 
“come and see” and were struck by the “surplus” of hu-
manity that shone through the gaze, the speech and the 

gestures of those who bore witness to Jesus Christ. 
Every tool has its value, and that great communicator 
who was Paul of Tarsus would certainly have made use 
of email and social messaging. Yet it was his faith, hope 
and charity that impressed those of his contemporaries 
who heard him preach or had the good fortune to spend 
time with him, to see him during an assembly or in in-
dividual conversation. Watching him in action wher-
ever he was, they saw for themselves how true and fruit-
ful for their lives was the message of salvation that, by 
God’s grace, he had come to preach. Even where this 
servant of God could not be encountered personally, the 
disciples whom he sent bore witness to his way of life 
in Christ (cf. 1 Cor 4:17). 
“We have books in our hands, but the facts before our 
eyes”, said Saint Augustine in speaking of fulfilment of 
the prophecies found in sacred Scripture. So too, the 
Gospel comes alive in our own day, whenever we ac-
cept the compelling witness of people whose lives have 
been changed by their encounter with Jesus. For two 
millennia, a chain of such encounters has communi-
cated the attractiveness of the Christian adventure. The 
challenge that awaits us, then, is to communicate by en-
countering people, where they are and as they are. 
 

Lord, teach us to move beyond ourselves, 
and to set out in search of truth. 

Teach us to go out and see, 
teach us to listen, 

not to entertain prejudices 
or draw hasty conclusions. 

 
Teach us to go where no one else will go, 

to take the time needed to understand, 
to pay attention to the essentials, 

not to be distracted by the superfluous, 
to distinguish deceptive appearances from the truth. 

 
Grant us the grace to recognize  

your dwelling places in our world 
and the honesty needed to tell others what we have seen. 

 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 23 January 2021, Vigil of the 

Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales 
 

Franciscus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communica-
tions/documents/papa-francesco_20210123_messaggio-comunicazioni-so-
ciali.html 
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You can now get it delivered direct to your home every 

week POST FREE (it is quick, and it is simple) just go 

to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call us on 0161 820 

5722 and we will arrange delivery for you. 
 

Special Offer   3 Months: £25.00 
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Digital Copy  12 Months: £55.00 
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