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SIXTH SUNDAY OF ESTER - B 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to  
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

GETTING READY TO PRAY 
We prepare for the Eucharist in ways similar to the manner we prepare for friends. Perhaps we dress up in our 

finest, wanting to appear attractive and welcoming. We might think of topics for conversation or jokes or the 

latest news which we might want to share. We might think of the various people whom we will meet and enjoy. 

We might begin to enjoy their presence even before we arrive. We could think of the individual histories of those 

same friends and perhaps we might meet new and interesting people who will be there as well. 
 

For its part, the Eucharistic celebration waits to welcome us personally and communally.  
 

We enter the gathering by blessing ourselves with the water of our original baptismal welcome.  
 

We bring our personal histories and mingle them with those of the others also welcomed by Baptism. In the same 

way we would prepare for any party or celebration, we go to assist, and we go to be assisted back out after the 

party.  
 

We prepare to receive into our hands the permanent pledge that we belong to the Christ into whose hands we are 

placed by God’s choice and love.  
 

We prepare this week by living in his hands and not allowing anyone or anything to take us from them. 
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GOVERNMENT ACTUAL GUIDANCE 
Following the move to Level 3, updated guidance re-
quired a change on how the numbers are calculated but 
still to meet the 2 metre distance requirements. The as-
sessments have been carried out and the  
MAXIMUM that each church in the parish can safely 
accommodate is DOUNE: 40, CALLANDER: 30. 
This is also dependent on the size of the household 
booking, i.e., a single person household is allocated one 
seat, that same seat can accommodate a household or 
extended household of up to 6. We cannot mix differ-
ent households in the seats. Doune has 14 seats and 
Callander has 10. These numbers will also apply for 
Funerals and Weddings, again dependent on the num-
bers designated as households who will occupy the 
available seating.  
 

First Communions and Christenings can take place 
as part of a scheduled act of worship a limited number 
of seats will be made available to accommodate fami-
lies, in these circumstances. Attendance Numbers and 
seat allocation is managed via the online booking sys-
tem via https://stfdac.co.uk/ and where Parishioners do 
not have internet access, please assist by booking online 
for them. PLEASE ENSURE THAT it is their NAME 
and telephone details that are used, as this may be re-
quired for the NHS Scotland Track and Trace process 
if required or telephone Father Leszek - 01877330702. 
 

 

WE PRAY IN MAY WITH and FOR MARY’S MEALS  
 

- Mary demonstrated her love for all and shared her 
faith when she presented Jesus at the temple. This ex-
ample teaches us the importance of charity and having 
love for all humankind.  

We ask your blessing, / Lord, on those 
who demonstrate the same faith / and 
love within the Mary’s Meals feeding 
programmes across the world. / May 
they know the presence of Your love 
in their lives / and continue to reflect 
that love to all those they meet.  

 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/donate 
 

 

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
 

On coming Sunday May 16th,  
when we celebrate with joy  
the Ascension of the Lord,  

we remember the call  
we received in the waters of baptism. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN TOGETHER 
Christian Women Together started in January 2020 
with an aim to bring together Christian women in Cal-
lander. The main purpose of the group is fellowship, 
friendship, encouragement and worship of our Creator. 
Our next walk will be next Saturday, 15th of May at 
9:30am. Please get in touch if you would like to join. 
We also long to see young people across the different 
congregations get to know each other over the next few 
months. Patrick and Jen will facilitate a walk for young 
people in Callander on Saturday, June 5th. There will 
be a small faith element shared during a bring-your-
own picnic. Anyone in the 11+ age group is welcome. 
Please get in touch if interested. We will run this 
monthly over the summer if there is uptake.  
Vicky MacLeod, Jen Spiers and Patrick MacLeod 0779 
630 3382 (Vicky) christianwomentogether@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:christianwomentogether@gmail.com


INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples to remain in 
his love just as he remains in his Father’s love. Love is 
a bond between them that lasts forever. For many of us, 
the first lasting bond we formed was with our mothers. 
We honour them today, and all who have acted as 
mothers in our lives, recognizing that they likely taught 
us what love was. May that bond teach us now how to 
remain in Christ’s love. 

 

FIRST READING    Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling 
at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, raised 
him up, saying, “Get up. I myself am also a human 
being.” 
Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In truth, I 
see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every na-
tion whoever fears him and acts uprightly is accepta-
ble to him.” While Peter was still speaking these 
things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listen-
ing to the word. The circumcised believers who had 
accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the 
Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in 
tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter responded, 
“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as 
we have?” He ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 
 

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving 
power. 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done won-
drous deeds; His right hand has won victory for him, 
his holy arm. 
 

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving 
power. 
 

The LORD has made his salvation known: in the 
sight of the nations, he has revealed his justice. He 
has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness to-
ward the house of Israel. 
 

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving 
power. 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by 
our God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 
break into song; sing praise. 
 

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving 
power. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                   1 Jn 4:7-10 

A reading from the First Letter of Saint John. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of 
God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and 
knows God. Whoever is without love does not know 
God, for God is love. In this way the love of God was 
revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might have life through him. In this is 
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSEL ACCLAMATION                    Jn 14:23 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord, 
and my Father will love him and we will come to him. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL      Jn 15:9-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, 
so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and re-
main in his love. 
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and your joy might be complete. This is my com-
mandment: love one another as I love you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a 
slave does not know what his master is doing. I have 
called you friends, because I have told you every-
thing I have heard from my Father. It was not you 
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give 
you. This I command you: love one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Jesus left us the command to love one 
another. Out of love for one another, we ask for God’s 
blessings upon our neighbour. 

•  

• For the Church, that we may share generously with 
those who suffer from want, embodying our Lord’s 
command to love one another and showing the way 
to the Father, who is love, let us pray to the Lord. 

• That every nation on earth may act uprightly, working 
to bring justice and peace to all the citizens of the 
world, let us pray to the Lord. 

• We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disa-
bilities, we pray for protection for them and their 
mothers from the pressures of society to have an abor-
tion, and that they would instead experience over-
whelming support by all who surround them, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

• That we may appreciate the service provided to us by 
those who have made a commitment to serve in trau-
matic situations: first responders and firefighters, po-
lice officers and social workers, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

• For our community, that we may take to heart Jesus’ 
words to his disciples and keep his commandments 
and remain in God’s love, let us pray to the Lord.  

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: Heavenly Father, your Son told his disci-
ples to bear fruit that lasts, and that whatever they 
asked of you would be granted to them. Help us bear 
lasting fruit in the world and grant our needs according 
to your will, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/98?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/4?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1


FAMILY CONNECTION 
In family life, we have many opportunities to show love 
in action. Each time we postpone a task to tend to the 
needs of another, we show ourselves to be on the path 
to following the example of love shown to us by Jesus.  
 
Sometimes the sacrifices we are called upon to make 
for others are small. But these small choices to love and 
to serve others prepare us for the larger choices and sac-
rifices that we may be called upon to make.  
 
If we are people who have practiced showing our love 
for others with generosity, we will also be people who 
are willing to lay down our lives for those we love. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about the meaning of 
the word generosity. Ask each family member to de-
scribe an action that shows generosity. To be generous 
is to give freely to others without counting the cost. Re-
call that generosity is one of the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. Introduce today’s Gospel reading by saying that 
Jesus taught us to be generous in showing our love for 
one another.  
 
Read together today’s Gospel, John 15:9-17. What 
examples did Jesus give to us that show this kind of 
love? (washing his disciples’ feet; accepting death on 
the cross) Jesus helps us to show this kind of love to 
others. In today’s Gospel, Jesus promised that God will 
give us whatever we ask for. One of the things we can 
ask for from God is a generous spirit so that we can love 
others as Jesus did.  

 
Conclude in prayer together by praying Saint Igna-

tius of Loyola’s Prayer for Generosity. 
 

Eternal Word, only begotten Son of God, 
Teach me true generosity. 

Teach me to serve you as you deserve. 
To give without counting the cost, 

To fight heedless of wounds, 
To labour without seeking rest, 

To sacrifice myself without thought of any reward 
Save the knowledge that I have done your will. 

Amen. 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Jesus invites us to remain in his love. That is a powerful 
freedom. If we can reflect this week on ways we can 
remain in his love, and not let anything take away our 
peace, we will grow in great freedom. 
 
Jesus tells us that his one commandment to us is to love 
one another as he has loved us. The most important 
word in that command is "as." He wants us to imitate 
the very "way" he loves us - completely, un-condition-
ally, in a self-sacrificing way.  
 
It can be the focus of our entire week to ask for the grace 
to love the people in our lives the ways Jesus loves us.  
 
But, that begins, if it is to be deep and transformative, 
needs to begin by reflection on how much Jesus loves 
us.  
 

All week we can let the Spirit be the helper and the 
gatherer that our Lord promises will accompany us in 
our journey. It helps us prepare for the feast of Pente-
cost, to be asking, "Come, Holy Spirit." 
 

Loving Jesus, I am not sure how to do this. I can feel in 
my heart an emptiness or longing for something deeper 
in my relationship, but I do not always know where to 
begin. Help me to open my heart to you this day, and to 
carry with me the sense of how much you love me and 
how much you want this kind of personal relationship 
with me. 
 

Let me feel your Spirit present with me as I face the 
challenges of the day and let me live my life this day as 
your follower, in the peace of your love. 
 

It is a simple prayer and one that we can remember as 
we go about our day, head to a meeting, stand in the 
kitchen or fold laundry. It is not complicated to have a 
closer relationship with God, but it takes focus. And al-
ways, we can end our day with a simple prayer of 
thanks for the many blessings of the day. 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

First Reading 
1. In this reading the circumcised “were astounded that 
the gift of the holy Spirit should have been poured out 
on the Gentiles also.” Is grace available to all people? 
Does the Holy Spirit speak through people like Mohan-
das Gandhi? 
 

2. Do you listen to the Holy Spirit on a regular basis, or 
just now and then? How does the Spirit speak to you? 
Are there some areas that are off limits or do you invite 
the Holy Spirit into every part of your life? 
 

Second Reading 
1. How was “the love of God revealed to us?” If Jesus 
had not come into the world, what would you know 
about God? 
 

2. So what was the message God sent through Jesus 
about God’s own self? What is your response to that 
message? 
 

Gospel 
1. The one thing Jesus asks of us is that we love our 
neighbour. How would you rate this assignment on a 
“difficulty” scale from 1-10? Explain. What gift does 
God give you to help with this assignment? 
 

2. According to Pope Francis, through our love for our 
neighbour we can get to know God, who is love. It is 
through loving that we can reach love. What can we 
learn about ourselves and loving our neighbour from 
looking at the Good Samaritan? 
 

Each day we have to decide whether to be Good Sa-
maritans or indifferent bystanders. …  

All of us have in ourselves something of the wounded 
man, something of the robber, something of the  

passers-by, and something of the Good Samaritan.  
 

(…) There are only two kinds of people: those who 
care for someone who is hurting and those who pass 
by; those who bend down to help and those who look 

the other way and hurry off. 
 

Pope Francis 
Fratelli Tutti  Encyclical on Fraternity and Social 

Friendship, Paragraphs 69-70, 2020 
 



LITANY OF LORETTO 
 

Lord have mercy                Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.                          Christ have mercy. 
Christ hear us.               Christ graciously hear us. 
 
God, the Father of heaven,             Have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,     Have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit,              Have mercy on us. 
Trinity, one God,               Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Mary,              Pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God,             Pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of virgins,             Pray for us. 
 
Mother of Christ,             Pray for us. 
Mother of the Church,             Pray for us. 
Mother of Mercy,             Pray for us. 
Mother of Divine Grace,            Pray for us. 
Mother of Hope,             Pray for us. 
Mother most pure,             Pray for us. 
Mother most chaste,             Pray for us. 
Mother inviolate,             Pray for us. 
Mother undefiled,             Pray for us. 
Mother most amiable,             Pray for us. 
Mother admirable,             Pray for us. 
Mother of good counsel,            Pray for us. 
Mother of our Creator,             Pray for us. 
Mother of our Saviour,             Pray for us. 
 
Virgin most prudent,             Pray for us. 
Virgin most venerable,             Pray for us. 
Virgin most renowned,             Pray for us. 
Virgin most powerful,             Pray for us. 
Virgin most merciful,             Pray for us. 
Virgin most faithful,             Pray for us. 
 
Mirror of justice,             Pray for us. 
Seat of wisdom,              Pray for us. 
Cause of our joy,             Pray for us. 
Spiritual vessel,              Pray for us. 
Vessel of honour,             Pray for us. 
Singular vessel of devotion,            Pray for us. 
Mystical rose,              Pray for us. 

Tower of David,            Pray for us. 
Tower of ivory,             Pray for us. 
House of gold,             Pray for us. 
Ark of the covenant,            Pray for us. 
Gate of heaven,             Pray for us. 
Morning star,             Pray for us. 
Health of the sick,            Pray for us. 
Refuge of sinners,            Pray for us. 
Solace of migrants,            Pray for us. 
Comfort of the afflicted,            Pray for us. 
Help of Christians,            Pray for us. 
 
Queen of Angels,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Patriarchs,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Prophets,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Apostles,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Martyrs,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Confessors,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Virgins,            Pray for us. 
Queen of all Saints,            Pray for us. 
Queen conceived without original sin,          Pray for us. 
Queen assumed into Heaven,           Pray for us. 
Queen of the most Holy Rosary,           Pray for us. 
Queen of families,            Pray for us. 
Queen of peace,             Pray for us. 
 

      Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
                                                             Spare us, O Lord. 
      Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
                                            Graciously hear us, O Lord. 
      Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
                                                            Have mercy on us. 

 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
Let us pray. 
Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord God, that we, your servants, 
may enjoy perpetual health of mind and body; and by the 
glorious intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, may 
be delivered from present sorrow, and obtain eternal joy. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

 


