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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to  
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE VINE 
The heart of Christian community is the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the vine; 
we are the branches. Living within the vine, we “will produce abundantly.” Sep-
arated from the vine, we are, “a withered, rejected branch which can do noth-
ing.” The commandment that binds together this community is twofold: to be-
lieve in Jesus and to “love one another as he commanded us.” When following 
this commandment of faith and love, “we are at peace before him.” Such a com-
munity of faith, love and peace is possible, and Luke assures us that “throughout 
all Judea, Galilee and Samaria the church was at peace.” 
Our world is not at peace; there is war and division everywhere. For our Church 
to speak peace to this world, it will have to be a peaceful community. There must 
be that faith in, and reliance on Jesus, and there must also be that love for one 
another. The world must be able to look at us and say that we are at peace. Only 
then will our message of peace get through to others. 
 

That the Church may really be the sign of that solidarity which the family of nations desires, it should show in its 
own life greater cooperation between the Churches of rich and poor regions through spiritual communion and 
division of human and material resources.                      Justice in the World, 1971: 59. 
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GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE - UPDATE  
Following the move to Level 3, updated guidance re-
quired a change on how the numbers are calculated but 
still to meet the 2 metre distance requirements.  The as-
sessments have been carried out and the MAXIMUM 
that each church in the parish can safely accommodate 
is DOUNE: 40, CALLANDER: 30. This is also de-
pendent on the size of the household booking, i.e., a sin-
gle person household is allocated one seat, that same 
seat can accommodate a household or extended house-
hold of up to 6.  
 

We cannot mix different households in the seats. 
Doune has 14 seats and Callander has 10. These 
numbers will also apply for Funerals and Weddings, 
again dependent on the numbers designated as house-
holds who will occupy the available seating.  
 

First Communions and Christenings can take place 
as part of a scheduled act of worship a limited number 
of seats will be made available to accommodate fami-
lies, in these circumstances. Attendance Numbers and 
seat allocation is managed via the online booking sys-
tem via https://stfdac.co.uk/ and where Parishioners do 
not have internet access, please assist by booking online 
for them. PLEASE ENSURE THAT it is their NAME 
and Telephone details that are used, as this may be re-
quired for the NHS Scotland Track and Trace process 
if required or telephone Father Leszek - 01877330702. 
 

 

VIGIL HOLY MASSES ON SATURDAYS IN CALLANDER 
As previously was announced from the 8th May till 29th 
September you will have the opportunity to participate, 
in Callander each Saturday, in the Vigil Sunday 
Mass at 5:30pm. In month of May, we will recite the 
Litany of Loretto. Registration is required through 
the Parish web site: stfdac.co.uk. 
 
 

 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM Mary’s Meals UK Headquarters 
Craig Lodge, Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AR 

 

Sine our humble beginnings, Mary’s 
Meals, named after Mary the Mother 
of Jesus, has been built on a founda-

tion of prayer and the many little acts of love from 
those who support us. Throughout the month of 
May we invite you to pray with us, that our work 
continues to flourish and grow, and that more chil-
dren throughout the world will see their lives trans-
formed by receiving a daily meal in a place of edu-
cation. Finally, while we recognize the important 
place of prayer in our work, Mary’s Meals consists 
of, respects, and reaches out to people of all faiths 
and none. 
 

 

PRAYER WITH and FOR MARY’S MEALS  
 

Mother of Jesus, Mary, / the example of 
your faith was demonstrated in your say-
ing YES to being the Mother of Jesus.  
You knew the joys and sorrows of moth-

erhood, / we ask you for all expectant moth-
ers, / new mothers / and those who would like to be-
come mothers / but are not able to. / Dear Lord Jesus, 
/ we bring before you, the mothers who are part of 
Mary’s Meals across the globe / and ask you to bless 
each of them as they face / daily challenges to ensure 
their children are fed, / educated and safe. / We thank 
you, Lord, / for those who continually say YES to sup-
porting the work of Mary’s Meals / through volunteer-
ing throughout the world. We ask that more people may 
answer the call / to demonstrate their faith in action / by 
joining our work to ensure life changing meals for so 
many children. Amen. 

 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/donate 



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say that he is the 
vine, and his disciples are the branches. He tells them 
that those who remain on the vine will bear much fruit. 
Saul of Tarsus persecuted the early church, trying to 
destroy the blossoming vine. But in today’s first read-
ing, after his conversion and baptism, Saul—now 
Paul—boldly preaches in the Lord’s name. We also 
hear John assure us that if we keep God’s command-
ments we will remain in the Lord, remain on the vine, 
bearing fruit. 

 

FIRST READING                Acts 9:26-31 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believ-
ing that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas took 
charge of him and brought him to the apostles, and 
he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and 
that he had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he 
had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. He 
moved about freely with them in Jerusalem and 
spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. He also 
spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried 
to kill him. And when the brothers learned of this, 
they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his 
way to Tarsus. The church throughout all Judea, Gal-
ilee, and Samaria was at peace. It was being built up 
and walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the con-
solation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
 

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 
 

I will fulfil my vows before those who fear the 
LORD. lowly shall eat their fill; they who seek the 
LORD shall praise him: “May your hearts live for-
ever!” R./ 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the LORD; all the families of the nations shall bow 
down before him. R./ 
 

To him alone shall bow down all who sleep in the 
earth; before him shall bend all who go down into the 
dust. R./ 
 

And to him my soul shall live; my descendants shall 
serve him. Let the coming generation be told of the 
LORD that they may proclaim to a people yet to be 
born the justice he has shown. R./ 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING                 1 Jn 3:18-24 

A reading from the First Letter of Saint John. 
 

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in 
deed and truth. Now this is how we shall know that 
we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts before 
him in whatever our hearts condemn, for God is 
greater than our hearts and knows everything. Be-
loved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have con-
fidence in God and receive from him whatever we 
ask, because we keep his commandments and do 
what pleases him. And his commandment is this: we 
should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and love one another just as he commanded us. Those 
who keep his commandments remain in him, and he 

in them, and the way we know that he remains in us 
is from the Spirit he gave us. 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSEL ACCLAMATION               Jn 15:4a, 5b 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord. 
Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL        Jn 15:1-8 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one 
that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You 
are already pruned because of the word that I spoke 
to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a 
branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains 
on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in 
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, be-
cause without me you can do nothing. Anyone who 
does not remain in me will be thrown out like a 
branch and wither; people will gather them and 
throw them into a fire, and they will be burned. If 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
for whatever you want, and it will be done for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Jesus assured his disciples that those 
who remain in him can ask for whatever they want, and 
it would be done for them, so we have the confidence to 
bring our needs before the Lord. 

• For the Church, that we may continue to blossom 
on the true vine that is Jesus Christ, exercising true 
discipleship and bearing fruit in the world, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

• For all those who live in countries or regions where 
they are persecuted or oppressed, who live in fear 
of bearing fruit, that justice and peace may bloom 
in the darkness, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For all living things that return to life in the 
spring—budding trees, flowering plants, fruitful 
vegetation, and spreading vines—that they may 
blossom in their full glory as God created them, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• For all who are lonely or isolated, that their connec-
tion to the true vine may be sustained and strength-
ened and they may know their value in God’s eyes, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Conclusion: Generous God, you have nourished your 
people, and indeed all your creation, from the very be-
ginning. Continue to nourish us and grant the prayers 
we make in the name of your Son, the true Vine, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/9?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/22?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/3?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1


FAMILY CONNECTION 
The goal of our life of prayer is to increase our aware-
ness that Jesus lives with us always. Prayer is more 
than a dialogue with God; prayer is a lifting of our 
minds and hearts to God so that God might dwell and 
act within us and through us. The pinnacle of our life of 
prayer is our communion with Jesus in the Eucharist.  
 

Through this sacrament, we receive Jesus himself, and 
he remains with us. Our life of prayer and our union 
with Jesus will lead us to fruitful service to others. 
 

Place a plant in your gathering space. Invite everyone 
to look at the plant, noting the connection between the 
plant and its leaves. Talk about the integral connection 
between all the parts of a healthy plant. Introduce to-
day’s Gospel by saying that Jesus talked about his re-
lationship to his disciples using this metaphor.  
 

Read today’s Gospel, John 15:1-8. Talk about the 
ways in which we are invited to relate to Jesus as his 
disciples today—prayer, Scripture, the Eucharist, and 
so on. When we do these things, Jesus promises to re-
main with us and to lead us to serve others well.  
 

Pray together that we will continue to be attentive and 
open to Jesus as he works in our lives today. 

 

ACT OF FAITH 

O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in 
three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I be-
lieve that your divine Son became man and died for our 
sins, and that he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe these and all the truths which the holy 
Catholic Church teaches, because you have revealed 
them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. Amen. 

 

ACT OF HOPE 

O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and prom-
ises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the help of your 
grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, my Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 

 

ACT OF LOVE 

O my God, I love you above all things with my whole 
heart and soul, because you are all good and worthy of 
all my love. I love my neighbour as myself for the love 
of you. I forgive all who have injured me, and I ask par-
don of those whom I have injured. Amen. 

 
© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
We can hold the words of Jesus in our hearts all week. 
As we do, we will discover their attractiveness and in-
vitation. We will also encounter resistance in ourselves 
and in others. 
 

It takes practice to stay focused in the background of 
our daily life. We all have years of habit to overcome. 
However, we can practice letting this consoling mes-
sage of Jesus find a place in our conscious awareness at 
various points in our day, whether it is in the shower, 
while getting dressed, or simply whenever we are on 
our way from one place to another.  

 

Sometimes it will take a conscious effort to let these 
thoughts replace the thoughts that are there already. In 
the background of our day is where our worries reside. 
It is where we carry anxiety and stress. Sometimes it is 
where we carry on imaginary conversations with others 
or “replay” past conversations. Often a song or piece of 
music just replays over and over. 

This is a great week to get in touch with our deepening 
desires and to let my conversations with Jesus grow in 
friendship. The easiest way to do this is to simply say 
simple ordinary things - the very way I would say them 
to a close friend. Some examples might offer words that 
will inspire our own conversation with the Lord who 
loves us. 
 

“Jesus, every time I hear you say I don't have to let my 
heart be troubled, I pause. I sense you are pointing to 
the 'troubles' I am working through today. You are ask-
ing me to let go of them, aren't you? I would like to, 
Jesus, but some of this is big stuff. It scares me. I know 
some of what I need to do, but I put it off. I know what 
I am avoiding. It helps to focus on your love for me this 
week. I guess what I really need to ask you for today is 
that you let me trust you more completely. It is really 
nice these days to feel that you are so close to me, and 
that I'm not alone today.” 
 

“I haven't been very connected to you, Jesus. This con-
versation is difficult because it reminds me of the em-
barrassing stuff I keep doing - even though right now  
I am ashamed to talk about it with you in your presence. 
Please forgive me. Some of this I want to bring to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, so that I can be re-con-
nected with you again. I need a 'turning point,' Jesus. 
Thank you for being there.” 
 

“Good night, Jesus. Thank you for today. Let me put 
everything aside tonight. I know you will be with me all 
day tomorrow.” 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
First Reading: 1. What motivated Paul to speak out 
boldly?  Think of examples of people who speak out to 
bring changes in social justice. Name some ways to 
“speak out” using your voice. 2. What injustices cry out 
to you to speak out frankly, without fear, and to bear the 
courage of your convictions, just as the early apostles 
did? 
 

Second Reading: 1. St. John says to “walk the walk, 
not just to talk the talk.” Where do you fit on a contin-
uum between walkers and talkers? 2. What would your 
world look like if every day, you performed a kind deed 
for some unsuspecting person? Who would benefit 
from these acts? 
 

Gospel: 1. And everyone that [bears fruit] he prunes so 
that it bears more fruit.” Have you ever felt like you 
were being “pruned?” Explain. At times do you have 
“dead wood” that needs to be pruned? Discuss.  
2. “Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 
fruit.” What are some of the unimaginable fruits to 
which Pope Francis refers that might result from this 
mutual abiding?  
 

Because he says: “Abide in Me, and I in you”. He also 
abides in us, not only we in him. It is a mutual abiding.  

In another part he says: my Father and I “will come to him 
and make our home with him”. This is a mystery, but it is  
a mystery of life, a most beautiful mystery is this mutual 

abiding. Also, with the example of the branches: it is true,  
without the vine the branches can do nothing because the 

lymph does not flow; they need lymph to grow and bear fruit. 
However, the tree, the vine needs the branches, because 

fruits are not attached to the tree, to the vine.  
It is a mutual need; it is a mutual abiding to bear fruit. 

 

Pope's Homily: Abiding in Jesus, enables us to bear unimaginable fruit, 13 V, ‘20 



MAY – MONTH OF MARY. PLEASE RECITE EACH DAY THE LITANY OF LORETO 
 
 

Lord have mercy                    Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.                     Christ have mercy. 
Christ hear us.           Christ graciously hear us. 
 

God, the Father of heaven,         Have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,    Have mercy... 
God the Holy Spirit,            Have mercy on us. 
Trinity, one God,            Have mercy on us. 
 

Holy Mary,            Pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God,           Pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of virgins,           Pray for us. 
Mother of Christ,            Pray for us. 
Mother of the Church,           Pray for us. 
Mother of Mercy,           Pray for us. 
Mother of Divine Grace,          Pray for us. 
Mother of Hope,           Pray for us. 
Mother most pure,           Pray for us. 
Mother most chaste,           Pray for us. 
Mother inviolate,           Pray for us. 
Mother undefiled,           Pray for us. 
Mother most amiable,           Pray for us. 
Mother admirable,           Pray for us. 
Mother of good counsel,          Pray for us. 
Mother of our Creator,          Pray for us. 
Mother of our Saviour,          Pray for us. 
Virgin most prudent,           Pray for us. 
Virgin most venerable,          Pray for us. 
Virgin most renowned,          Pray for us. 
Virgin most powerful,           Pray for us. 
Virgin most merciful,           Pray for us. 
Virgin most faithful,           Pray for us. 
Mirror of justice,           Pray for us. 
Seat of wisdom,           Pray for us. 
Cause of our joy,           Pray for us. 
Spiritual vessel,           Pray for us. 
Vessel of honour,           Pray for us. 
Singular vessel of devotion,          Pray for us. 
Mystical rose,            Pray for us. 
Tower of David,           Pray for us. 

Tower of ivory,            Pray for us. 
House of gold,             Pray for us. 
Ark of the covenant,            Pray for us. 
Gate of heaven,            Pray for us. 
Morning star,             Pray for us. 
Health of the sick,            Pray for us. 
Refuge of sinners,            Pray for us. 
Solace of migrants,            Pray for us. 
Comfort of the afflicted,           Pray for us. 
Help of Christians,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Angels,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Patriarchs,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Prophets,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Apostles,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Martyrs,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Confessors,            Pray for us. 
Queen of Virgins,            Pray for us. 
Queen of all Saints,            Pray for us. 
Queen conceived without original sin,        Pray for us. 
Queen assumed into Heaven,           Pray for us. 
Queen of the most Holy Rosary,          Pray for us. 
Queen of families,            Pray for us. 
Queen of peace,            Pray for us. 
 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world 
                                                            Spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
                                           Graciously hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
                                                           Have mercy on us. 
 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
. 

Let us pray. 
Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord God, that we, your 
servants, may enjoy perpetual health of mind and body; 
and by the glorious intercession of the Blessed Mary, 
ever Virgin, may be delivered from present sorrow, and 
obtain eternal joy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 


