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SECOND SUNDAY OF ESTER - B 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parish-
ioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

 

THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE; LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD 
 

Easter is the great celebration of victory of life over death. Ours is an Easter religion. We do not deny or turn 
away from the evils that surround us: the wars that have killed some 100 million people in our (last) century; the 
poverty that grips more than half of the human race; the hunger that kills millions every year and ruins the lives 
of millions more; the discrimination that divides the human family into contending parties. We do not deny these 
miseries, but we refuse to surrender to their power because of our faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Suf-
fering will be vindicated; death will be overcome; a new life will arise – that is the Easter message of the paschal 
mystery. 
 

“Let us feast with joy in the Lord.” Just as Christ passed through death to resurrection, so too will the world 

pass through its suffering to the glory of a new life. There is no room for despair: our Easter faith tells us that 

God will “raise us up and renew our lives.” This is the ‘day which the Lord has made.’ Alleluia! Take fresh hope, 

brothers and sisters of the whole world! With Christ our Passover everything is possible! Christ goes forward in 

our future!            Pope John Paul II, Easter Message, 1991: 8. 
 

Gerald Darring 
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Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day 
will be granted complete forgiveness of sins and pun-
ishment. (Diary 300) 
I want the image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday 
after Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so 
that every soul may know about it. (Diary 341) 
This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, 
and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my tender mer-
cies. (Diary 420) 
On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell 
the whole world about My Inconceivable mercy. I de-
sire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for 
all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day 
the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out 
a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach 
the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to 

Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain 
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. [our em-
phasis] On that day all the divine floodgates through 
which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My 
mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, 
will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Every-
thing that exists has come forth from the very depths 
of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to 
Me will contemplate My love and mercy throughout 

eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very 
depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind 
will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My 
Mercy. (Diary 699) 

Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, 
but there must also be deeds of mercy, which are to 
arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to our 
neighbors always and everywhere. You must not shrink 
from this or try to absolve yourself from it. (Diary 742) 
I want to grant complete pardon to the souls that will go 
to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the 
Feast of My mercy. (Diary 1109) 
 

SOURCE: Diary, Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, Divine Mercy in My Soul 
(c) 1987 Congregation of Marians of the Immaculate Conception, Stock-
bridge, MA 01263. All rights reserved. . 



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 
 

Today’s Gospel features the story of “doubting 
Thomas,” the apostle who refused to believe in the risen 
Christ until he saw him with his own eyes. But let us 
not overlook Jesus giving the Holy Spirit to the apos-
tles, telling them “whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them.” May we be a forgiving people, calling upon the 
Holy Spirit, whom we received in baptism, to extend 
that divine mercy to all in need of forgiveness, to all of 
us. 
 

FIRST READING                Acts 4:32-35 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
The whole group of believers was united, heart and 
soul; no one claimed for his own use anything that he 
had, as everything they owned was held in common.  
 

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all given 
great respect. None of their members was ever in want, 
as all those who owned land or houses would sell them, 
and bring the money from them, to present it to the 
apostles; it was then distributed to any members who 
might be in need.  
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Ps 118 
 

R./ Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is 
everlasting. 
 

Let the house of Israel say, His mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Aaron say, His mercy endures forever. 
Let those who fear the Lord say, His mercy endures for-
ever.  
 

R./ Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is 
everlasting. 
 

I was hard pressed and was falling, but the Lord helped 
me. My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has 
been my saviour. The joyful shout of victory in the tents 
of the just.  
 

R./ Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is 
everlasting. 
 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done; it is won-
derful in our eyes. This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us be glad and rejoice in it.  
 

R./ Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is 
everlasting. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING               1 John 5:1-6 
A reading from the First Letter of Saint John. 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child. By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, that we obey his command-
ments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

The Word of God. – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        Jn 20:29 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 

GOSPEL                    J 20:19-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Saint 
John. – Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the dis-
ciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and 
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on 
them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those 
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those 
whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ Thomas, 
called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my 
hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later 
the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in 
and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. 
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, 
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my 
side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe 
because you can see me. Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.’ There were many other signs that 
Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing this you may have life through his name.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. – Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank all 
those parishioners in 
Doune and Callander, who 
helped prepare the 
churches for the Easter 
celebration. My thanks go 
out to all who helped clean 

and dress the altar and tabernacle. Thanks also for the 
beautiful placed floral arrangements which have 
brought a touch of spring to our beautiful churches. 
Your help, as always is very much appreciated!  
Thank you!                                  Fr Leszek 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Introduction: Like the early community of believers, 
let us be of one heart and one mind as we call upon the 
Lord to satisfy the needs of all. 

•  

• For the Church, that we may strive to build a world 
where everyone cares for the common good, where 
no one is needy, and where everyone’s material needs 
are satisfied, let us pray to the Lord. 



• For leaders of nations, that they may work for justice 
and reconciliation within their countries and regions, 
seeking an end to conflict and discord, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• For those who have committed horrible crimes and 
feel that they are beyond mercy, that they may be true 
remorseful and come to know the unbounded mercy 
of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For those who were initiated into the Church last 
weekend, that their new life in the Lord may inspire 
and strengthen the faith of all Christians, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

• That we may be an instrument of peace in our nation 
and our community, especially between those who 
are divided by race, gender, class, or politics, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: Merciful God, you never fail to give us an-
other opportunity when we have failed, when we have 
sinned, when we have turned away from you. Embrace 
us in your loving arms with the comfort of your divine 
mercy. Hear this and all our prayers and grant them in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

This is a wonderful week to pray in joy at God's merci-
ful love for us, and for the unending forgiveness we are 
offered. We know we have done nothing to deserve that 
forgiveness and that we cannot earn it, and yet it is ours, 
if only we can accept it. 
 

Over and over this week, we are invited to place our 
trust in God. The ever-human disciples didn't always 
put aside their fears, and neither do we. We can imagine 
the terrified followers of Jesus hiding behind locked 
doors until he appears in their midst, inviting them not 
to be afraid. 
 

This might be a good week to spend time with Jesus 
looking at the fears in our own lives which keep us 
locked up away from others. We can ask Jesus for the 
courage to trust in him. What would it cost us to let go 
of the fears that smother our lives? What would it mean 
for our lives and for the relationships in our lives if we 
were willing to let go of “the way we have always done 
things” and to beg Jesus for help? Our lives can change. 
We have a standing offer from our Lord to fall into his 
forgiving embrace. 
 

Dear Lord, it feels impossible to believe that my life 
can change, that I can move out of this rut I am in. 

 

I know I don't always live my life feeling your love  
and being my best self. Help me to trust in you,  

to drop my defences and to feel how deeply  
I am loved and forgiven by you. 

 

Give me the courage to feel it in my heart when you 
say, “Don't be afraid” and “Peace be with you.”  

I so long for that peace in my life but it feels so far 
away sometimes. Help me to believe in you, to drive 
away the doubts and unbelief that harden my heart. 

 

I know my life can change, if only I can say  
with all my heart, “I trust in you, Lord. 

 

I believe in your mercy and I know that with your help, 
my life can be healed.” 

SCIAF’S LENT CAMPAIGN IN OUR CHURCH 
After opening our churches, we spread the SCIAF’s 
Lent campaign. To participate through our parish, 
please take up the wee box. Please return them at the 
last Sunday of the month, 25 April 2021.  
 

We thank you for your help to thousands of children 
with disabilities in South Sudan need your help right 
now. Children with disabilities were already the most 
vulnerable in society. Now, the coronavirus pandemic 
has deepened already existing levels of poverty, putting 
them at greater risk. For more information about please 
go to www.sciaf.org.uk or call 0141 354 5555. 
 

 

 

CELEBRATING THE EASTER SEASON 
 

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture into how the 
early community lived their life of faith by sharing eve-
rything in common. In John's Gospel, Jesus appears to 
the Apostles, hiding in fear, and gives them the gift of 
his Spirit, calling them to forgive sins. We are reminded 
that the gospel is written that we might come to believe 
in our Lord and have life in his name. 

The Acts of the Apostles all this week offers us the 
challenges the apostles faced from the earliest commu-
nities and from the Jewish authorities. 

For the remaining five weeks of the Easter season, our 
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and 
from John's Gospel, which offers stories of Jesus' min-
istry not heard during the Ordinary Time of the liturgi-
cal year. 

The weekday readings begin with the frightened Phari-
see, Nicodemus, coming at night to speak to Jesus, ask-
ing how anyone can be “born again.” Jesus says we 
must be born of water and Spirit. The gospel offers a 
poetic look at light and darkness, good and evil: “the 
light came into the world, but people preferred darkness 
to light...But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, 
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 
John writes, “For the one whom God sent speaks the 
words of God.” Jesus feeds the 5,000 people. Alone in 
a storm, the disciples are afraid -- but more fearful when 
Jesus walks across the water toward them. “It is I. Do 
not be afraid,” Jesus tells them. 
 

On the Third Sunday of Easter, Luke's Gospel has 
the very human story of Jesus' appearing to the disciples 
after the Resurrection, inviting them to touch his hands 
and feet to see that he is real. He ate with them and “he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” 
 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Within normal family life, there are many opportunities 
for conflict. Jesus did not promise us the absence of 
conflict in our lives. Instead, he gave us the gifts of 
peace, forgiveness, and reconciliation so that we could 
reduce conflict. The measure of Christian family life is 
not the absence of conflict, but the manner in which 
conflict is resolved. Filled with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, we ask Jesus to help us to bring peace and for-
giveness to situations of conflict in our families. 
 

As your family gathers, take this opportunity to exam-
ine how your family resolves conflict. Recall a recent 
argument or disagreement and discuss how the conflict 
was resolved. Consider whether the conflict was 



resolved peacefully, in the spirit of Jesus. If not, discuss 
alternatives that might be tried in the future.  
Read together today’s Gospel, John 20:19-31. Recall 
that we have each received Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit 
and that the Holy Spirit helps us to be people who for-
give others and seek peace. Pray together the Prayer to 
the Holy Spirit or the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where 
there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I 

may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to 
be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 

born to eternal life. Amen. 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 
 

 
 

HOW TO RECITE THE CHAPLET 
 

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary Rosary beads 
of five decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two opening 
prayers from the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska 
and followed by a closing prayer. 

 
1. Make the Sign of the 
Cross 
In the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

2. Optional Opening 
Prayers 

St. Faustina’s Prayer 
for Sinners 

O Jesus, eternal Truth, 
our Life, I call upon You 
and I beg Your mercy 
for poor sinners.  

 

O sweetest Heart of my 
Lord, full of pity and un-
fathomable mercy, I 

plead with You for poor sinners.  

 

O Most Sacred Heart, Fount of Mercy from which gush forth 
rays of inconceivable graces upon the entire human race,  
I beg of You light for poor sinners.  
 

O Jesus be mindful of Your own bitter Passion and do not 
permit the loss of souls redeemed at so dear a price of Your 
most precious Blood.  

 

O Jesus, when I consider the great price of Your Blood,  
I rejoice at its immensity, for one drop alone would have 
been enough for the salvation of all sinners.  

 

Although sin is an abyss of wickedness and ingratitude, the 
price paid for us can never be equalled. Therefore, let every 
soul trust in the Passion of the Lord, and place its hope in 
His mercy. God will not deny His mercy to anyone.  

 

Heaven and earth may change, but God's mercy will never 
be exhausted. Oh, what immense joy burns in my heart when 
I contemplate Your incomprehensible goodness, O Jesus!  

 

I desire to bring all sinners to Your feet that they may glorify 
Your mercy throughout endless ages (Diary of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, 72). 
 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 
souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.  

 

O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the 
whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

 

(Repeat three times) 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of 
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You! 
 

3. Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, Amen. 
 

4. Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
 

5. The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was bur-
ied; He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

6. The Eternal Father 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Di-
vinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
 

7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and 
on the whole world. 
 

8. Repeat for the remaining decades 
Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" bead and 
then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful Passion" (7) on the 
following "Hail Mary" beads. 
 

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 

10. Optional Closing Prayers 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of 
compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and in-
crease Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might 
not despair nor become despondent, but with great confi-
dence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and 
Mercy itself. 
 

O Greatly Merciful God, Infinite Goodness, today all man-
kind calls out from the abyss of its misery to Your mercy — 
to Your compassion, O God; and it is with its mighty voice 
of misery that it cries out. Gracious God do not reject the 
prayer of this earth's exiles!  
 

O Lord, Goodness beyond our understanding, Who are ac-
quainted with our misery through and through, and know 
that by our own power we cannot ascend to You, we implore 
You: anticipate us with Your grace and keep on increasing 
Your mercy in us, that we may faithfully do Your holy will 
all through our life and at death's hour.  
 

Let the omnipotence of Your mercy shield us from the darts 
of our salvation’s enemies, that we may with confidence, as 
Your children, await Your [Son’s] final coming — that day 
known to You alone. And we expect to obtain everything 
promised us by Jesus in spite of all our wretchedness.  
 

For Jesus is our Hope: through His merciful Heart, as 
through an open gate, we pass through to heaven. 

Amen  
 

(Diary, 1570) 




