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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD - B 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parish-
ioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

RISING TO NEW LIFE 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” Easteris 
the great celebration of victory of life over death. 
 

Ours is an Easter religion. We do not deny or turn away from the evils that 

surround us: the wars that have killed some 100 million people in our (last) 

century; the poverty that grips more than half of the human race; the hun-

ger that kills millions every year and ruins the lives of millions more; the 

discrimination that divides the human family into contending parties. We 

do not deny these miseries, but we refuse to surrender to their power be-

cause of our faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

Suffering will be vindicated; death will be overcome; a new life will arise: 

that is the Easter message of the paschal mystery. 

 

“Let us feast with joy in the Lord.” Just as Christ passed through death to resurrection, so too will the world 

pass through its suffering to the glory of a new life. 

There is no room for despair: our Easter faith tells us that God will “raise us up and renew our lives.” 

This is the ‘day which the Lord has made.’ Alleluia! Take fresh hope, brothers and sisters of the whole world! 

With Christ our Passover everything is possible! Christ goes forward in our future! 
 

Pope John Paul II, Easter Message, 1991: 8. 
Gerald Darring 

 
 

Copyright © 2021, Gerald Darring. All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 
 
 

 

RETURN TO WORSHIP IN TIME FOR EASTER  
 

As you know we are now once again able to open and com-
mence services, still under the government restrictions on 
safe distancing, mask wearing and hand sanitiser etc. 
 

Again, we have to implement a booking system, and this is 
now available on the parish website (https://stfdac.co.uk) 
for the week commencing this Sunday until Easter Sunday. 
We are still restricted in numbers attending to meet the 
Covid requirements on distancing etc. 
 

At mass communion will be after the service, as had been 
the practice pre last lock down. 
 

PLEASE NOTE - Please take away copies of the newsletter 
/ mass readings that are distributed for Holy Mass. Everyone 
attending must have an individual registration from com-
pleted. The form allows you to identify one person in the 
family group (max 6 in a bench) that has been booked to en-
sure that the family sits together. 
 

 

In the present circumstances of the pandemic, for reasons of 
safety and public protection, as recognised by Cardinal Pia-
cenza, the Apostolic Penitentiary, the faculty for the permit-
ting of General Absolution may be granted. 
 

THE FACULTY FOR GENERAL ABSOLUTION  
(26/03 - 11/04/2021) IS PRESENTED  

BY BISHOP STEPHEN ROBSON  
 

General absolution may be offered to those members of the 
gathered Faithful who wish to receive it, notwithstanding 
those who may legitimately request (with suitable social 
distancing, and other necessary precautions) to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Penance in the Ordinary and regular way. 

The granting of this faculty is on account of the extraordi-
nary and unprecedented circumstances brought about by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The usual conditions required for 
General Absolution stipulated by Cn 962, para 1 and 2 of 
the CIC regarding the obligation to subsequently confess 
serious sins of a grave nature in the normal way, also ap-
plies. 
 

 
 
 

SEQUENCE: Victimae Paschali Laudes 
 

 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim 

offer sacrifice and praise. 
 

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 

hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended:  

combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 

 

Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see 
upon the way. 

 

The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 

The angels there attesting; shroud with  
grave-clothes resting. 

 

Christ, my hope, has risen:  
he goes before you into Galilee. 

 

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.  
 

Victorious king, thy mercy show!



PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

 

Today we journey to the tomb with Mary of Magdala, 
Simon Peter, and John, the first witnesses of the empty 
tomb in John’s Gospel. But first we hear the testimony 
of Peter himself, addressing an assembly of Gentiles, 
and Paul, addressing Christians in distant communities. 
Now it is our turn to give witness—to those close to 
home and to folks far away. As we listen to these wit-
nesses of this transformational event, let us reflect on 
how we can testify to this joyful news. 
 

FIRST READING         Acts 10:34,37-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You 
must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; 
about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, 
after John had been preaching baptism. God had 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
because God was with him, Jesus went about doing 
good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the 
devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to every-
thing he did throughout the countryside of Judaea and 
in Jerusalem itself: and also, to the fact that they killed 
him by hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards 
God raised him to life and allowed him to be seen, not 
by the whole people but only by certain witnesses God 
had chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses – 
we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection 
from the dead – and he has ordered us to proclaim this 
to his people and to tell them that God has appointed 
him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that 
all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe 
in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.’ 
The Word of God.  
– Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his 
mercy endures forever. Let the house of Israel say, 
His mercy endures forever.” 
 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
 

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted. I shall not die, 
but live, and declare the works of the LORD.” 
 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. By the LORD has this been done; it is 
wonderful in our eyes. 
 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
 

 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 

SECOND READING      Colossians 3:1-4 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Colos-
sians. 
Since you have been brought back to true life with 
Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven, 
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your 
thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that 

are on the earth, because you have died, and now the 
life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when 
Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be 
revealed in all your glory with him. The Word of God. 
– Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     1 Cor5:7-8 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed: let us cele-
brate the feast then, in the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 

GOSPEL          Mark 14:1-15:47 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Saint 
John. – Glory to you, O Lord. 

It was very early on the first day of the week and still 
dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She 
saw that the stone had been moved away from the tomb 
and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb’ she said, ‘and we don’t know where they have 
put him.’ So, Peter set out with the other disciple to go 
to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, 
running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent 
down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but 
did not go in. Simon Peter who was following now 
came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths 
on the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his 
head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in 
a place by itself. Then the other disciple who had 
reached the tomb first also went in; he saw, and he be-
lieved. Till this moment they had failed to understand 
the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. The Gospel of the Lord.  
– Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

 

SOLEMN PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed 

 

I believe in one God, / the Father almighty, / maker of 
heaven and earth, / of all things visible and invisible. / 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, / the Only Begotten 
Son of God, / born of the Father before all ages. / God 
from God, / Light from Light, / true God from true God, 
/ begotten, not made, / consubstantial with the Father; / 
through him all things were made. / For us men and for 
our salvation / he came down from heaven, / 
 

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and be-
came man’, all bow.) 

 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, / and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, / he 
suffered death and was buried, / and rose again on the 
third day / in accordance with the Scriptures. / He as-
cended into heaven / and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. / He will come again in glory / to judge the 
living and the dead / and his kingdom will have no end. 
/ I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, / who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, / who 
has spoken through the prophets. / I believe in one, / 
holy, / catholic and apostolic Church. / I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins / and I look forward 
/ to the resurrection of the dead / and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/118?1


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: On this most glorious of days, let us 
gather the needs of the world and pray for the healing 
touch of our risen Lord. 
 

• For the Church, that we may proclaim the risen 
Lord in word and action, giving hope to those in 
despair and new life to those who suffer, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

• That the peace of the risen Lord may reign in our 
hearts, our families, our communities, and every na-
tion in the world, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For justice for those who are oppressed, that the 
God-given dignity of every person may always be 
respected, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For the newly baptized throughout the world and 
especially those here in our parish, that their new 
life in the Lord may bring new life to the Church 
and the world around them, let us pray to the Lord. 

• That we do not forget the practices we committed 
ourselves to performing during Lent, and continue 
our commitment to prayer, almsgiving, and good 
works throughout our lives, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For all of us here celebrating the resurrection of our 
Lord, that we may bring that joy and love to our 
family members, friends, and neighbours, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: God of love, your love for all of your cre-
ation brought us your only Son to live with us, to die for 
us. Help us to pass on your love to all your creation, to 
all our sisters and brothers. Graciously hear all these 
prayers and grant them through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Risen Lord. 
 
 

 

AN EASTER BLESSING 
 

Through the resurrection of Jesus od has redeemed us 
and made us his children. May God bless us with joy. 
Amen. 
 

Our Redeemer has given us lasting freedom. May we 
inherit everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 

By faith, we rose with Jesus in baptism. May our lives 
be holy, so that we will be united with Jesus for ever. 
Amen. 
 

May almighty God bless us, the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING THE EASTER SEASON 
Easter is a seven-week season of joy and grace. Starting 
with the Triduum in Holy Week and ending with Pen-
tecost Sunday, this 50-day season has been called "the 
radiant centre of the liturgical year."  
 

We keep celebrating so that we might continue to enter 
into the meaning of the resurrection and to deepen the 
way it touches our daily lives. 
 

After Easter Week's resurrection stories, the first read-
ing for the rest of this long and glorious season is from 
the Acts of the Apostles. Every day we see how Jesus' 
followers reacted to his death, the challenges to their 
witness and the unexpected courage that comes to them. 
John's Gospel is used for the entire Easter Season, 

the one time of year we can enter into his poetic and 
layered stories on a daily basis. 
 

Easter only begins with Easter Sunday. Daily prayers 
and meditations will remind us that Jesus is with us. He 
is not dead, but alive. And that makes all the difference 
in the world in how much hope and courage we have, 
before any struggle, any possible fear of death. In these 
50 days, we are Easter People! 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples 
found the tomb empty three days after Jesus' death. We 
are also told that they do not yet understand the Scrip-
tures or that Jesus had been raised from the dead.  

 

That understanding gradually unfolded for the disciples 
as they began to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, 
our understanding of Jesus' Resurrection unfolds for us 
throughout our lives. In the weeks ahead, we will hear 
how the first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, 
and scepticism to faith.  

 

Their experience can teach us how we too might receive 
this gift of faith from God. 
Gather your family members and ask them to share 
what they know about the events that happened in the 
days after Jesus' crucifixion. Invite your family to im-
agine that they are among Jesus' first disciples.  

 

Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9.  

 

Reflect together on the Gospel with questions such as 
these: If you had been among the first disciples who 
heard that the stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb 
and that Jesus' body was no longer there, what would 
you think?  

 

What did Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the disci-
ple whom Jesus loved think had happened?  

 

Recall that this experience is the first indication Jesus' 
disciples have that he is risen.  

 

Throughout the Easter season, we will learn more about 
how the disciples came to believe that Jesus had been 
raised from the dead. 
 

Pray together using today's psalm, Psalm 118: “This is 
the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 
 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 
 

SCIAF’S LENT CAMPAIGN  
After opening our churches, we spread the SCIAF’s 
Lent campaign in our church. participate in our 
parish, please take up the wee box. Please return 
them at the last of the April 2021.  
 

We thank you for your help to thousands of children 
with disabilities in South Sudan need your help right 
now. Children with disabilities were already the most 
vulnerable in society. Now, the coronavirus pandemic 
has deepened already existing levels of poverty, putting 
them at greater risk. For more information about please 
go to www.sciaf.org.uk or call 0141 354 5555. 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 


