
St FIllan’S ParISh newSletter 
Dunkeld Diocese, Scottish Charity No: SC001810 

Website: stfdac.co.uk 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT TIME - B 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

SEEING JESUS 
 

“Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Jesus is about to be seen or 
“glorified” by not only the Greeks who are in Jerusalem for the 
Passover, but by us as well. Next week we will begin watching 
Jesus while holding our palm fronds. Jesus, in today’s Gospel 
indicates that the “hour” for his glorification has arrived. 
 

Like a grain of wheat—which must die to its being just a grain 
of wheat by being planted in the ground in order to bring forth 
food—so Jesus himself must receive his hour of dying so as to 
bring forth life. The dying is the great time of “seeing” Jesus. 
Jesus sees this “hour” as the great act of serving God’s people. 

This is almost an exact pre-lecture of what Jesus will tell the Apostles after washing their feet in the next chapter. 
Those who desire to follow Jesus will have some dying to do so that they might serve God’s people. The “within” 
of Jesus is about to be “outed.” We say that what goes up must come down. So too, what is inside will be revealed 
eventually. For Jesus, what must go down will rise again; what must die for the world, will give life to the world. 
For Jesus, his being Servant has been his interior and through the “signs” in John’s Gospel, we “see Jesus” from 
the inside, and the out. 

Create a clean heart in me, O God (Psalm 51:3). 
 

Help us Lord Jesus to live for others like a grain of wheat that foregoes itself to be more for others and their 
nourishment by falling to the earth to build the earth and human family.  

We make this prayer through you Lord. Amen. 
 

Larry Gillick, SJ 
 
 

Copyright © 2021, Larry Gillick, SJ. All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 
 
 

 

RETURN TO WORSHIP IN TIME FOR EASTER  
 

We are still facing the drama of the COVID-19 pandemic 
which has brought many changes, even to our normal way 
of celebrating the liturgy. The norms and directives 
contained in the liturgical books, now are not entirely 
applicable in exceptional moments of crisis such as these. 
The liturgy will be celebrated fruitfully by the People of God 
and for the good of the souls, while respecting the 
safeguarding of health and what has been prescribed by the 
authorities responsible for the common good.  

Please register on Parish website page to participate. 
 

 

In the present circumstances of the pandemic, for reasons of 
safety and public protection, as recognised by Cardinal 
Piacenza, the Apostolic Penitentiary, the faculty for the 
permitting of General Absolution may be granted. 
 

THE FACULTY FOR GENERAL ABSOLUTION  
(26/03 - 11/04/2021) IS PRESENTED BY  

BISHOP STEPHEN ROBSON IN HIS DIOCESE 
 

General absolution may be offered to those members of the 
gathered Faithful who wish to receive it, notwithstanding 
those who may legitimately request (with suitable social 
distancing, and other necessary precautions) to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Penance in the Ordinary and regular way.  
 

The granting of this faculty is on account of the 
extraordinary and unprecedented circumstances brought 
about by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

The usual conditions required for General Absolution 
stipulated by Cn 962, para 1 and 2 of the CIC regarding the 
obligation to subsequently confess serious sins of a grave 
nature in the normal way, also applies. 

 

IN OUR PARISH WE OFFER A COMMUNAL CELEBRATION 
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Callander on March 
30th at 10.00am and in Doune on March 31st at 10.00am. 

 

As we are still under government restrictions relating to 
numbers and space available in the churches, to attend ONE 
of these services, we have a booking form on the parish 
website (stfdac.co.uk) or contact Fr Leszek on 
07909112630. In the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 
individually or in common – my personal journey is joined 
with the mystery of God's saving love, as seen in the 
scriptures, and in God's desire to save us all. 
 

 

EASTER SCHEDULE 
 

March 28th - Palm Sunday 
Doune – 9.45am; Callander – 11.30am 

 

April 1st - Holy Thursday 
Callander – 6.00pm 

 

April 2nd - Good Friday  
Doune – 3.00pm  

Callander – 6.00pm (Stations of the Cross) 
 

April 3rd - Holy Saturday:  
Doune – 6.00pm 

 

April 4th – Easter Sunday 
Doune – 9.45am; Callander – 11.30am; Killin – 3.00pm 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
The clocks will go forward at the end of 
March. On Sunday, March 28, we will 
move to British Summer Time (BST) – at 
1am, to be precise. The clocks will move 
forward an hour. 
 



THE FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 
INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

 

Jeremiah sets the tone for today’s readings when he writes 
that the LORD promises a new covenant. The old covenant 
was external: The Chosen People were led by the hand. But 
the new covenant is internal, written upon our hearts. As 
Christians, we believe that the new covenant is fulfilled in 
God’s Son, who came into our hearts at baptism, who 
animates our lives, and who can be found in those we meet. 
Can we be like a grain of wheat, alive in the Lord, producing 
much fruit? 
 
FIRST READING       Jeremiah 31:31-34 
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when 
I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel (and the 
House of Judah), but not a covenant like the one I made with 
their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 
mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord 
who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the 
House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who 
speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on 
their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my 
people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to 
teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know 
the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least no less than 
the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – since I will forgive 
their iniquity and never call their sin to mind. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 50(51):3-4, 12-15 
 

R./ A pure heart create for me, O God. 
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your 
compassion blot out my offence. O wash me more and more 
from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. 
 

R./ A pure heart create for me, O God. 
A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit 
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, nor 
deprive me of your holy spirit. 
 

R./ A pure heart create for me, O God. 
Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervour 
sustain me, that I may teach transgressors your ways and 
sinners may return to you. 
 

R./ A pure heart create for me, O God. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 

 
SECOND READING             Hebrews 5:7-9 
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and 
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the 
power to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly 
that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to 
obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he 
became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     John 12:26 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord; and 
where I am, there also will my servant be. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
GOSPEL               John 12:20-33 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we 
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied 
to them: ‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls 
on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if 
it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life 
loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it 

for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves 
me, my Father will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. 
What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was 
for this very reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name!’ A voice came from heaven, ‘I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ People standing by 
who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It 
was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not 
for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. ‘Now 
sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this 
world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By these words he 
indicated the kind of death he would die. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction: Jesus, who taught us how to pray, offered 
prayers and supplications to his Father throughout his life. 
Following his example, we now take this time to offer 
prayers and supplications to our Father. 

 

• For the Church, that we may die to sin and serve our Lord, 
becoming like grains of wheat, bearing much fruit in the 
world around us, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For government and business leaders, that God will 
inspire them to develop and implement policies that are 
just and compassionate, and bring hope to all those who 
suffer, let us pray to the Lord. 

• For victims of racial discrimination, that they might know 
success and justice as they struggle for equal treatment in 
the workplace, the community, and society, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• For an increasing awareness in all people that we are all 
made in the God’s image, worthy of love and respect, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

• That the name of God may be glorified through the 
reverent worship, the compassionate mercy, and the 
selfless generosity of our faith community, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion: Heavenly God, you write your law upon our 
hearts. Give us the courage to follow your law of love, the 
willingness to die to self, and the promise of eternal life with 
you. Hear this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

This is the last full week of Lent. We can feel the conflict 
and struggle developing in the readings. As we read about 
the drama that surrounded Jesus' last days on earth and 
reflect upon its meaning, we experience how the drama that 
is going on in our own hearts is more intense the closer we 
get to the end of Lent. The Spirit of the Lord is really trying 
to help us be more open and more free, to receive the graces 
our Lord wants to offer us.  
 

There is another spirit that is fighting just as hard to distract 
us, discourage us, and prevent us from being open and 
attentive to God's gifts. The closer we get to the mystery of 
our Lord's passion, death and resurrection for us, the more 
we can experience struggle. 
 

If I experience myself somewhat “at war” with myself, then 
these are very important days to keep deliberately asking our 
Lord to help me. It is also a great time to begin to prepare to 
renew the baptismal promises at Easter. We can reject the 
unloving choices we have made, all that is unjust, dishonest, 
disrespectful, and violent. We want to refuse to be mastered 
by empty promises. Declaring our desire for freedom is a 
great preparation to receive this great gift.  



 

If we have developed the habit of naming a desire the first 
thing each morning and carrying on a conversation with our 
Lord in the brief background moments of the day, we are 
already comfortable with letting the Word or the Season 
interact with the concrete events of the week. This way of 
finding intimacy with our Lord, through our daily interaction 
- even in a very busy life - is so appropriate for the Fifth 
Week of Lent. We can discover areas that are still resistant 
to God's grace. We can ask for help to practice new ways of 
being free, or new ways of loving. We can find ways to make 
financial sacrifices to give to the poor this week. 
 

Each night this week, we can give thanks. The closer we get 
to celebrating Holy Week and the events that brought us our 
salvation, each of us can express our gratitude, realizing this 
was all for me. 
 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
MARCH 25, THURSDAY 

 

The Story of the Annunciation of the Lord 
 

  
The Annunciation, Leonardo da Vinci 

 

The feast of the Annunciation, now recognized as a 
solemnity, was first celebrated in the fourth or fifth century. 
Its central focus is the Incarnation: God has become one of 
us. From all eternity God had decided that the Second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity should become human. Now, as Luke 
1:26-38 tells us, the decision is being realized.  
 

The God Man embraces all humanity, indeed all creation, to 
bring it to God in one great act of love. Because human 
beings have rejected God, Jesus will accept a life of suffering 
and an agonizing death: “No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). 
 

Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From all 
eternity, God destined her to be the mother of Jesus and 
closely related to him in the creation and redemption of the 
world. We could say that God’s decrees of creation and 
redemption are joined in the decree of Incarnation. Because 
Mary is God’s instrument in the Incarnation, she has a role 
to play with Jesus in creation and redemption.  
 

It is a God-given role. It is God’s grace from beginning to 
end. Mary becomes the eminent figure she is only by God’s 
grace. She is the empty space where God could act. 
Everything she is she owes to the Trinity. 
 

Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfils Isaiah 7:14 in a way 
that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is united with her 
son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-9; Hebrews 
10:7-9; Luke 1:38). 
 

Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is the 
link between heaven and earth. She is the human being who 
best, after Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of human 
existence. She received into her lowliness the infinite love of 
God. She shows how an ordinary human being can reflect 
God in the ordinary circumstances of life.  
 

She exemplifies what the Church and every member of the 
Church is meant to become. She is the ultimate product of 
the creative and redemptive power of God. She manifests 
what the Incarnation is meant to accomplish for all of us. 
 

Reflection 
Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary on 
a pedestal and thereby, discouraging ordinary humans from 
imitating her. Perhaps such an observation is misguided. 
God did put Mary on a pedestal and has put all human beings 
on a pedestal. We have scarcely begun to realize the 
magnificence of divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely 
given love. The marvel of Mary—even in the midst of her 
very ordinary life—is God’s shout to us to wake up to the 
marvelous creatures that we all are by divine design. 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Family life is often a balancing act in which we prioritize 
and attend to a variety of competing needs. We learn the 
value of putting others’ needs ahead of our own. In family 
life we also learn that when we make personal sacrifices to 
serve others, we gain so much more than we may have lost. 
As you gather as a family, talk about how important it is to 
your family life to gladly serve one another. Ask each person 
to consider the last time that another family member asked 
for help. What was your response? Did you cheerfully try to 
honour the request, or did you ask, “Why me?” Read today’s 
Gospel, John 12:20-33. How do you think Jesus would want 
us to respond when someone in our family asks for help? 
Invite each family member to make a commitment for the 
next week to try to respond cheerfully to requests for help. 
Pray together, asking God’s help with this commitment. 
 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 
 

THE BIG CHANGES HAPPEN WITH YOUR WEE BOX 
Thousands of children with disabilities in South Sudan need 
your help right now. Children with disabilities were already 
the most vulnerable in society. Now, the coronavirus 
pandemic has deepened already existing levels of poverty, 
putting them at greater risk. For more information about 
SCIAF’s Lent campaign please go to www.sciaf.org.uk or 
call 0141 354 5555. 
 

 

POSITION AVAILABLE FOR PART-TIME VOLUNTEER 
GARDENER/GARDENERS FOR ST FILLAN’S CHURCH, KILLIN. 
 

Gardening or horticulture experience preferable 
but not essential. 

 

If you are interested in helping the local community 
by offering your time and service then please contact 

 

Emma Barrie: mrsebarrie@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer, St Fillan's Episcopal Church, Killin 
 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENTS ARE CURRENTLY DECIDING ON 
WHETHER TO MAKE PERMANENT THE TEMPORARY 

MEASURE ALLOWING ‘DIY’ HOME ABORTIONS IN 
ENGLAND, WALES, AND SCOTLAND 

 

The All-Party Parliamentary Pro-Life Group will be hosting 
a parliamentary event on Tuesday 23 March where experts 
will cover the latest evidence on how ‘DIY’ home abortions 
are placing women at risk. Right to Life UK has set up an 
easy-to-use tool that will enable members of the public to 
easily contact: righttolife.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On March 28 is Palm Sunday of 
the Passion of the Lord we make 
our way into Holy Week.  
 

 

We read the gospel about Jesus' entry into 
Jerusalem, Paul's invitation to us to imitate Jesus 
who emptied himself. Passion is read.  



 


