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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 

We hear first of the terrifying story of Abraham’s being 
tested by God. He is called to take his only son Isaac to a 
distant place and sacrifice him by the knife and then to burn 
him on an altar which Isaac would help build. Abraham does 
take his son, who helps carry the fire and the wood, and off 
they go in a journey of trust. Upon arrival at a divinely 
appointed hill, the dirty deed is set in motion, no questions 
asked, except by Isaac who asks about the lamb to be slain. 
 

At the point of the knife’s being about to enter Isaac who has 

been bound and placed on the altar, the voice of the Lord’s 

messenger calls for a timeout. Abraham has proven his faith 

so that he is not only the father of Isaac, but the “Father of 

Faith” and the eternal model for the People of God. A ram is 

tangled up in a near-by bush and so God has provided the 

means for the sacrifice. One of the great joys of human 

intimacy is that it goes beyond reason. I enjoy asking couples 

whom I have the privilege to be preparing for marriage, 

“Why do you love her/him?” The relationships I trust the 

most are those who fumble around for words which might 

express some good reasons. Love is not reasonable. When 

there are many verbal reasons, I suspect this is a transaction 

and not a transfiguration.  
 

The Gospel presents us with the “Transfiguration,” or the 
“the Changing of the Garb.” Peter, James, and John go up a 
hill with Jesus. They have a most intimate encounter with 
Jesus, God the beyond, and of course, with themselves. Jesus 
dazzles his followers with a state of glorification. Moses and 
Elijah are seen conversing with Jesus. Moses is the “man of 
the Law” and Elijah the “man of Prophesy.” Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the Law and the prophets, and the “voice” 
again ordains him as “My beloved Son.” The terrified trio is 
encouraged also to “listen to him.”  
 

Suddenly, there they are, just the four again and nobody else, 
no other sounds. They leave with this experience and their 
questions about what it was about. They are charged not to 
speak about it until the “rising from the dead,” and they did 
not understand this either, but kept on walking back down 
from this hill of intimacy.  
 

I love the Eucharist for so many reasons, but the very prime 
reason is that it defies adequate intellectual explanation and 
I love that freedom from the factual, the scientific, the 
demand of my arrogant mind. 
 

The Eucharist is more than a transfiguration; it is a total 
transfer from a something to a Somebody. The Somebody’s 
changing of the other somebodies who gather around the 
Holy Place is also unexplainable, but real. 
 

We never know if our prayer was real. Abraham is our Father 
of Faith and our brothers of faith walked down that hill with 
questions, doubts and wonderings about what in heaven’s 
name was all that about. 
 

Questions do not dampen faith, cheap answers do. Living the 
faith is the proof of intimacy, just as living out married love 
intensifies and proves the leap. I will walk before the Lord, 
in the land of the living. I believed, even when I said, “I am 
greatly afflicted.” (Psalm 116)                                     

 

Larry Gillick, SJ 
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THE FIRST MINSTER HAS ANNOUNCED 
 

We will support the full return of schools - with as many pupils as I have just said as possible back on 

15 March – we will also support the return of care home visiting that I have just spoken about.  

We will let young people return to outdoor sports, to help their mental health and to give them 

opportunities to be with their friends.  

We will let communal worship re-open - and let me be clear, I clarified this in Parliament yesterday but 

not everybody would have heard that, let me be clear we intend to allow that reopening of communal 

worship in time for the Easter weekend and for Passover.  

And we will lift the stay-at-home restriction at the start of April - which compares, I think, to a target 

date for England of the very end of March, so not much difference there. 
   

Raphael, The Transfiguration, detail, 1520 ff 

 



 

THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT 
INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

 

In today’s difficult first reading, Abraham proves his 
faithfulness to God, trusting the LORD completely, unlike 
Adam and Eve, who had turned away. God blesses Abraham 
with descendants too numerous to count. Each of us is one. 
Indeed, each of us is blessed because Jesus, God’s only Son, 
made the ultimate sacrifice for us and now intercedes for us. 
In the Gospel, he is transfigured in glory, a sign of his future 
place at God’s right hand. 
 
FIRST READING      Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18 
 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him: 
“Abraham!” And he said: “Here I am.” He said: “Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains that I shall show you.” When they came to the 
place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there 
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached 
out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel 
of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said: “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said: “Here I am.” He said: “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now, I know 
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw 
a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second 
time from heaven, and said: “By myself I have sworn, says 
the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will 
make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 
possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                 Psalm 116 
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of 
the living. 
 

I trusted, even when I said: ‘I am sorely afflicted.’ O precious 
in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful.  
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of 
the living. 
 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have loosened 
my bonds. A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I will call on the 
Lord’s name.  
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of 
the living. 
 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all his people, in the 
courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem.  
 

R./ I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of 
the living. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by  
 
SECOND READING          Romans 8:31-34 
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, 
who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Mt 17:5 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

GOSPEL                  Mark 9:2-10 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 
and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus: “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified. 
 

Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there 
came a voice: “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with 
them anymore, but only Jesus. As they were coming down 
the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
So, they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this 
rising from the dead could mean. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Saint Paul assures us that “God is for us.” Therefore, we 
give voice to our needs and hopes, confident that the God 
who loves us will hear us. 
 

For the Church, that God’s generosity to Abraham and his 
descendants might motivate us to share our blessings with 
those in need, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That all the nations on earth may find blessing in their 
people, as God promised Abraham, and value even the least 
of them as the handiwork of God, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That the world may be transfigured by the presence of God, 
becoming a world of perfect justice, mercy, and peace, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 

For those who are preparing for the Easter sacraments, that 
they might listen to God’s beloved Son as they approach 
their initiation into the Church, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all who are struggling during difficult winter weather, 
especially those without homes and those who cannot afford 
to heat their homes adequately, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; 
for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 

Faithful God, we look to you in our need and listen closely 
to hear your voice. Bless us as the descendants of your 
servant Abraham and hear these prayers we make today in 
the name of your Son and our Saviour, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
This first week of Lent is the time we are given to begin our 
Lenten patterns, to re-align our priorities, and to make use of 
more reflective time each day. It is a time to fast and abstain 
from those things that hinder our relationship with the Lord, 
and to consider being more generous to the poor. 
 

As we make this beginning, we are offered some beautiful 
instruction about what is expected of us. These readings 
describe a very Jesus-like love. We can examine our care for 
the hungry, thirsty, naked, sick or imprisoned. We can reflect 
upon who in our lives needs us and whether we love them as 
we want to be loved. And we can look at the deeper things, 
like our anger or how we treat others, and our response to 
those who are our “enemies.” What is most important this 
first week, beyond a sharper examination of our consciences, 
is to see this as a time for God's grace to work in us. So, it is 
a time to ask for the graces we are starting to see we need. 
 

Each morning this week we can ask our Lord to help us focus 
this day on the neediest people around us. We can ask to 
begin new patterns this week by practicing special charity 



 

and love, where I have not been so generous or kind before. 
The key is to ask and to be very specific. Then, throughout 
the day, we can keep talking with our Lord, in the 
background about these graces we ask for and the concrete 
circumstances we find ourselves in. It is in the particular 
events of our day that we will become attentive to our need 
for our Lord's presence and grace, as well as our need to 
choose a new pattern. Each evening, we can briefly review 
the day and recognize some missed opportunities to connect 
with the Lord or take advantage of a situation here or there, 
but most of all, we can thank the Lord for the moments of 
connection that have begun our Lenten journey. 
 

 
 

A RETREAT FOR LENT 
Welcome to ‘Knowing Jesus’, a retreat open to all who are 
interested in getting to know Jesus better. Christian tradition 
believes that the person of Jesus Christ reveals God to us. If 
we are to follow Christ and imitate him, we need to know 
him through his words and actions as shown in the Gospels. 
Walk with us through Lent and Easter and really come 
to understand and love Jesus. We will ponder Gospel 
stories, reflect on their meaning and see how startlingly 
relevant Jesus is to live a truly human life in the 21st Century. 
This retreat, produced in Scotland by the Society of Jesus – 
Jesuits – a Catholic religious order, is open to all throughout 
the world. 

https://www.onlineprayer.net/ 
 

 
 

ACN LENT RESOURCES 
ACN - Aid to the Church in Need - is a Pontifical 
Foundation of the Catholic Church, supporting the Catholic 
faithful and other Christians where they are persecuted, 
oppressed or in pastoral need. 
 

We have been working on several initiatives in which you 
and your parish can work with ACN to support the 
suffering Church this Lent. We have come up with some 
virtual ways to generate prayer, pass on information about 
the work of ACN and fundraise as well. Thank you all for 
everything that you are doing to support the work of ACN in 
Scotland. We hope that the Lent Resources will allow you 
to reflect on Jesus’ Passion, but also provide an opportunity 
to pray for those around the world who are discriminated 
against and persecuted for their faith. You will find there 
also a school suite of Lenten School resources for you to 
share with any teachers that you know! 

 
 

ACN LENT RESOURCE INCLUDES: 
•  

• Video Recording of ACN's Stations of the Cross - 
Ault/Secondary School & Primary School 
version.Presented by our very own ACN Schools team. 

 

• PDF & PPT Copy of ACN'S Stations of the Cross & 
Teachers Notes - Ault/Secondary & Primary School 
version. 

•  

• The Mobile Phone Challenge Resource. A way for pupils 
to incorporate prayer, fasting and almsgiving by being 
sponsored for giving up their mobile phone for one day. 

 
 

 
 

THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2021 
This year, in view of COVID-19 restrictions, there will be 
no local services for the World Day of Prayer.  
 

Instead, the Augustine United Church in Edinburgh are 
hosting a live Zoom Service on Friday 5th March at 2pm.  

 

This easy access Zoom service may be joined via both 
internet and telephone (for those without home computers):  
 

Written by the women of Vanuatu. Join live by Zoom: 
Webinar ID: 8959 398 3883. Passcode: 901656. Join by 
telephone: 0131 460 1196 and use above ID and Passcode.  
 

If you have any queries, please phone: Rev Ann Wren 
07900512062 or Marjorie Paton 01764 682234  

If anyone would like a booklet for the service, please contact 
Jane Vale on 01877 331726.  If you are online and would 
like the direct link into Zoom for the Service, please email 
me at: janevale22@btinternet.com or phone me on the above 
number. 
 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Every family has special moments that they remember and 
share again and again. In sharing these stories, the meaning 
and importance of these events develop and deepen over 
time. This is how it was with the disciples’ remembrance of 
Jesus’ Transfiguration. The full significance of what they 
had seen and experienced could only be understood after 
Jesus’ death and Resurrection. As they told other believers 
about this event and recorded the story for us in the Bible, 
our understanding of what it means to call Jesus God's own 
Son has also deepened. 
 

As you gather as a family, think about some special family 
memories that your family tells over and over again. Talk 
about why these memories are important to you. Recall that 
in the Bible we find many important memories about Jesus 
that have been recorded for us so that we can believe that 
Jesus is God’s Son. Read today’s Gospel, Mark 9:2-10. What 
do we learn about Jesus from this Gospel? (He fulfills the 
promises God made to Israel through the Law and the 
prophets. God glorified Jesus in his Resurrection. Jesus is 
God’s Son.) Conclude in prayer together that as we continue 
to read the Bible, we will deepen our understanding of and 
our love for Jesus. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 

NEW PRICES FOR PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Our overriding mission is to ensure our faithful Catholics are 
fully and regularly informed about our Catholic faith and 
have the benefit of the up-to-date Catholic church’s view on 
the many important issues that exist. Hence our willingness 
to provide this support to our faithful at no cost to you, if you 
are in any way able to help us fulfil our mission during this 
difficult period. We appreciate you may not be in a direct or 
regular contact with our readers in your parish, but we 
believe it remains vital that we do our best to maintain 
contact with, and support, those who rely on their weekly 
Catholic newspapers. We would therefore be very grateful if 
you could possibly add the brief message below to your 
parish website, and any newsletters or correspondence you 
are sending out. Once again, we do fully understand your 
position, and please do be assured we are here to help and 
support you in any way we can in these difficult times. 
 

To The Catholic Universe And Catholic Times Readers In The 
Parish: at the moment you are unable to collect your paper 
at Mass, but you can get it delivered direct to your home 
every week, Post Free. 
 

Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 
0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.  

•  

• Special Offer:   3 Months: £25.00 
• Special Offer: 12 Months: £99.00 
• Digital Copy:  12 Months: £55.00 

 

or Digital copy/and Hard copy for: £115.00 (Easter Special Offer) 
 

 

Keeping you and your parish in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

May we take this opportunity in thanking you for all your 
support. 

 

 

http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/


 

THE BIG CHANGES HAPPEN WITH YOUR WEE BOX.  
Thousands of children with disabilities in 
South Sudan need your help right now. 
Children with disabilities were already the 
most vulnerable in society.  
 

Now, the coronavirus pandemic has 
deepened already existing levels of poverty, 
putting them at greater risk. For more 
information about SCIAF’s Lent campaign 
please go to www.sciaf.org.uk or call 0141 
354 5555. 

 
 

DAILY MEDITATIONS - THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
 

SUNDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: O God, who have commanded us to listen to 
your beloved Son, be pleased, we pray, to nourish us 
inwardly by your word, that, with spiritual sight made pure, 
we may rejoice to behold your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Listen to him. It is wonderful to 
begin this week acknowledging that we need God's help in 
listening and hearing. It is so powerful to ask for the "gift of 
integrity" - to express our desire for wholeness. And we 
humbly ask for light in the midst of whatever might "shadow 
our vision." This is the God who allows Jesus to be 
transfigured before his disciples, to prepare them for what 
they were about to face. This is our God, who can give each 
of us the change of heart we ask for. 
O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant; To you will 
I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving, and I will call upon the 
name of the LORD. Psalm 116 
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us praise our loving Redeemer, 
who gained for us this season of grace, and pray to him, 
saying: Lord, create a new spirit in us. 
• Christ, our life, through baptism we were buried with 

you and rose to life with you, may we walk today in 
newness of life. 

• Lord, you have brought blessings to all mankind, bring 
us to share your concern for the good of all. 

• May we work together to build up the earthly city, with 
our eyes fixed on the city that lasts forever. 

• Healer of body and soul cure the sickness of our spirit, 
so that we may grow in holiness through your constant 
care. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, there is so much 
darkness in my life and I hide from you. Take my hand and 
lead me out of the shadows of my fear. Help me to change 
my heart. Bring me to your truth and help me to respond to 
your generous love. Let me recognize the fullness of your 
love which will fill my life. Free me from the darkness in my 
heart. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

MONDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: Oh God, who have taught us to chasten our 
bodies for the healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to 
abstain from all sins, and strengthen our hearts to carry out 
your loving commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Be compassionate as your Father 
is compassionate. Today's lesson is about mercy - God's 
mercy for us first, and our mercy toward others. We renew 
our penance - all the ways we are trying to change the 
patterns of our life that need healing. 

Lord do not deal with us as our sins deserve. Remember not 
against us the iniquities of the past; may your compassion 
quickly come to us, for we are brought very low. Lord, do 
not deal with us as our sins deserve. Help us, O God our 
Saviour, because of the glory of your name; Deliver us and 
pardon our sins for your name's sake. Lord, do not deal with 
us as our sins deserve. -- Psalm 79 
 

INTERCESSIONS: Blessed be God the Father for his gift 
of this sacrifice of praise. In the spirit of this Lenten season, 
let us pray: Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom. 
• God of power and mercy give us the spirit of prayer and 

repentance, with burning love for you and all mankind. 
• Help us to work with you in making all things new in 

Christ, and in spreading justice and peace throughout the 
world. 

• Teach us the meaning and value of creation, so that we 
may join its voice to ours as we sing your praise. 

• Forgive us for failing to see Christ in the poor, the 
distressed and the troublesome, and for our failure to 
reverence your Son in their persons. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Lord, your commandment of love is 
so simple and so challenging. Help me to let go of my pride, 
to be humble in my penance. I want only to live the way you 
ask me to love, to love the way you ask me to live. I ask this 
through your son, Jesus, who stands at my side today and 
always. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

TUESDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: Guard your Church, we pray, O Lord, in your 
unceasing mercy, and, since without you mortal humanity is 
sure to fall, may we be kept by our constant helps from all 
harm and directed to all that bring salvation. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Protect us from what could harm 
us. Today's lesson is about being on guard against religious 
hypocrisy - always a potential trap, as we grow in our desire. 
Again, we turn to our God for help, our God whose love is 
"unfailing." 
To the upright I will show the saving power of God. Why do 
you recite my statutes, and profess my covenant with your 
mouth, though you hate discipline and cast my words behind 
you? To the upright I will show the saving power of God. - 
Psalm 50 
 

INTERCESSIONS: God the Father has given us his only 
Son, the Word made man, to be our food and our life. Let us 
thank him and pray: May the word of Christ dwell among us 
in all its richness. 
• Help us in this Lenten season to listen more frequently 

to your word, that we may celebrate the solemnity of 
Easter with greater love for Christ, our paschal teacher, 
that we may encourage those in doubt and error to follow 
what is true and good. 

• Enable us to enter more deeply into the mystery of the 
Anointed One, that our lives may reveal him more 
effectively. 

• Purify and renew your Church in this time of salvation, 
that it may give an even greater witness to you. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: God in heaven and in my life, guide 
me and protect me. I so often believe I can save myself and 
I always end in failure. Lead me with your love away from 
harm and guide me on the right path. May your Spirit inspire 
the Church and make us an instrument of your love and 
guidance. Thank you for your care for me. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 



 

WEDNESDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: Keep your family, O Lord, schooled always in 
good works, and so comfort them with your protection here 
as to lead them graciously to gifts on high. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Whoever wishes to be great 
among you shall be your servant. Jesus is telling us about his 
Passion, Death and Resurrection - for us. Too often we are 
fighting over which of us is the greatest. To take this journey 
with him, is to take a journey that draws us to be with him in 
it and like him: a servant of love for others. 
"The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us give thanks to God, our Father: 
through the power of the Spirit he purifies our heart and 
strengthens us in love. Let us humbly ask him: Lord, give us 
your Holy Spirit. 
• Help us to receive good things from your bounty with a 

deep sense of gratitude; and to accept with patience the 
evil that comes to us. 

• Teach us to be loving not only in great and exceptional 
moments, but above all in the ordinary events of daily 
life. 

• May we abstain from what we do not really need and 
help our brothers and sisters in distress. 

• May we bear the wounds of your Son, for through his 
body he gave us life. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: God of Love, through this Lenten 
journey, purify my desires to serve you. Free me from any 
temptations to judge others, to place myself above others. 
Please let me surrender even my impatience with others, that 
with your love and your grace, I might be less and less 
absorbed with myself, and more and more full of the desire 
to follow you, in laying down my life according to your 
example. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

THURSDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: O God, who delight in innocence and restore 
it, direct the hearts of your servants to yourself, that, caught 
up in the fire of your Spirit, we may be found steadfast in 
faith and effective in works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Bring us back to you. The story 
of the Rich Man and Lazarus is our lesson today. We beg to 
be open to the workings of the Spirit, that we might not settle 
for the consolations of this life alone. Jesus then said, "I am 
the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith 
in me will live, even if they die. And everyone who lives 
because of faith in me will never really die. Do you believe 
this?" -- John 11 
 

INTERCESSIONS: God has revealed himself in Christ. Let 
us praise his goodness, and ask him from our hearts: 
Remember us, Lord, for we are your children. 
• Teach us to enter more deeply into the mystery of the 

Church, that it may be more effective for ourselves and 
for the world as the sacrament of salvation. 

• Lover of mankind, inspire us to work for human 
progress, seeking to spread your kingdom in all we do. 

• May our hearts thirst for Christ, the fountain of living 
water. 

• Forgive us our sins and direct our steps into the ways of 
justice and sincerity. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, I hear your 
invitation, "Come back to me" and I am filled with such a 
longing to return to you. Show me the way to return. Lead 
me this day in good works I do in your name and send your 
Spirit to guide me and strengthen my faith. I ask only to feel 
your love in my life today. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

FRIDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your 

praise.” 
 

COLLECT: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, purifying 
us by the sacred practice of penance, you may lead us in 
sincerity of heart to attain the holy things to come. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Help us open our hearts to you. W 
e hear of the vineyard owner whose tenants killed his 
servants and then his son.  Let us be called open our hearts 
and lives to the challenge of your Gospel. It is possible to 
say it every day "Therefore, I say to you, the Kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and be given to a people that 
will produce its fruit." -- Matthew 21 
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us pray to Christ our Saviour, who 
redeemed us by his death and resurrection: Lord, have mercy 
on us.  
• You went up to Jerusalem to suffer and so enter into your 

glory, bring your Church to the Passover feast of heaven.  
• You were lifted high on the cross and pierced by the 

soldier's lance, heal our wounds.  
• You made the cross the tree of life, give its fruit to those 

reborn in baptism.  
• On the cross you forgave the repentant thief, through 

which we are cleansed of our sins.  
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, Caring parent, I am a 
child who so often turns my back on your love. Please accept 
my small acts of sorrow today and help to release me from 
the self-absorption that closes my heart to you. As I journey 
through Lent, let me remember the feast you have prepared 
for me in the resurrection and let me be filled with thanks to 
you. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

SATURDAY, THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

COLLECT: O God, who grant us by glorious healing 
remedies while still on earth to be partakers of the things of 
heaven, guide us, we pray, through this present life and bring 
us to that light in which you dwell. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

DAILY MEDITATION: We must celebrate and rejoice. 
The Saturdays of Lent have a wonderful spirit. Our lesson 
today takes us to the parable of the two sons: - one who is 
ungrateful and leaves, but returns, and - one who will not 
accept the forgiveness the father lavishes on the other. 
The Lord is loving and merciful, slow to anger, and full of 
love; the Lord is kind to all, and compassionate to all his 
creatures. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: Let us always and everywhere give 
thanks to Christ our Saviour, and ask him with confidence: 
Lord, help us with your grace. 
• May we keep our bodies pure, as temples of the Holy 

Spirit. 
• May we offer ourselves this day to the service of others 

and do your will in all things throughout the day.  



 

• Teach us to seek the bread of everlasting life, the bread 
that is your gift. 

• May your Mother, the refuge of sinners, pray for us, and 
gain for us your loving forgiveness. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: God of infinite love, you shower me 
with limitless gifts in my life. In my every thought and action 

today guide me to the bright and loving light of your 
kingdom. Help me to be aware of the many ways you allow 
me to share in your life so intimately today. Thank you for 
the gifts you have placed in my life. Let me be grateful every 
moment of this day. 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 


