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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - B 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to 
Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

LISTENING 
In our readings this Sunday, certain people get a direct invitation to do God’s will. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful for you and me if we had such a straight invitation? Instead of going about in a fog 
and trying our best to remember how to live, maybe how to pray once in a while, and to get to 
Mass on Sunday when possible, wouldn’t it be great to be caught up by a command that focused 
everything in our lives, drew us on like a far–shining star? Maybe. 
Jonah was quite repelled by the call God gave him. The disciples surely had no idea what they 
were getting themselves into when they dropped everything and followed Jesus. Would they 
have been so trusting if they had known about the crucifixion? 
God says to Jonah, “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and preach against it; their wickedness 
has come up before me”. Jonah, like a house cat, does exactly the opposite of what he is asked. 
He drops everything and runs in the opposite direction. He goes to the town of Joppa, finds a 
ship to Tarshish and gets on board, trying get as far from the task as possible. 

Maybe you know the famous story. A terrible storm arises. Fleeing the command of God, Jonah tells the sailors to throw him overboard 
in order to save themselves—since by sea–superstition he is the cause of their trouble. So, they toss him over the side and the sea 
quiets down. 
Jonah is swallowed by a “large fish,” usually referred to in tradition as a whale. Residence in a whale’s interior gives Jonah ample 
time for thought. God does save him and tells him a second time to go to the great and sinful city of Nineveh to announce the Lord’s 
message. Jonah submits at last and the whole city is converted. 
Why in the world did not Jonah just follow God’s command instead of running the other way? Because he already had his own 
prejudice in place. Jonah did not want the pagan city, Nineveh, to convert and be saved because this city was an enemy of the Hebrews. 
Better for it to perish in flames than to repent in ashes and sackcloth? 
As for the apostles, they decided to follow Jesus for their own understandable but perhaps skewed reasons. Issues of livelihood and 
the excessive tax system surely helped prompt them to follow this charismatic man whose reputation had preceded him. Were they 
following their noses to political action? 
In any case, these are direct invitations from God. Are we kidding ourselves that our life and following our call will be placid, 
satisfying, and without ambiguity? 
We all already have prejudices in place about what we want and how things ought to go. In fact, any of us who pray occasionally 
actually might find ourselves asking God to do our will, rather than the opposite. 
Let us grow, just like Jonah and the apostles did. Let’s listen in quiet, and then, by following, come to learn what we have heard. 

 

John Foley, SJ 
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INSOFAR AS THE UPDATE FROM 4/1/21 AFFECT THE CHURCHES… 
Extracted Summary Statement of First Minister - Scottish Parliament 19 JAN 2021 

 

“So, the pressure the NHS is facing right now is real and severe and it is, of course, having a significant consequential 
impact on non COVID elective care. The number of new cases in the past couple of weeks also means that the pressure is 
almost certain to rise for a further period yet. All of that means that we cannot afford to see the rate of infections start 
to rise again - which from such a high baseline, it could all too easily do if we start to interact more with each other than 
we are doing just now. So, it is for all these reasons that the Cabinet decided to maintain the restrictions which are 
currently in place. That means that the lockdown restrictions - including the strict stay at home requirement - will 
remain in place across mainland Scotland and some island communities until at least the middle of February. 
Cabinet will review the situation again on the 2 February”. 
 

 

 

BISHOP EMERITUS VINCENT PAUL LOGAN’S FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Reception of Bishop Vincent’s Remains with Vespers in St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee at 5pm on Monday 25th January 

2021. Solemn Requiem Mass for the Repose of Bishop Vincent’s soul on Tuesday, 26th January 2021, at 12 noon. Burial 

of Bishop Vincent’s Remains at Balgay Cemetery, Dundee, on Tuesday, 26th January 2021 from 1.30pm. 
 

 

MONSIGNOR JOHN HARTY’S FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Vigil and Reception of Remains of Mgr. John Harty in St. Mungo’s Church, Alloa at 6pm on Wednesday, 27th January 

2021. Requiem Mass on Thursday, 28th January 2021 at 10am followed by Burial at 12.15pm approx. in Wellshill 

Cemetery (Jeanfield Section) Perth. 
 

 

DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS, WITH REDUCED NUMBERS (MAXIMUM OF 20 MOURNERS),  
PRECEDENCE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO IMMEDIATE FAMILY, RELATIVES, AND CLOSEST FRIENDS.  

However, we can participate from a distance, via Diocesan Website Livestream (www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk)  
and also later in the day as a recording on diocesan You Tube channel. 

  



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
On the Sea of Galilee, Simon and Andrew were fishing for fish 
when Jesus walked past, saying, “Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men,” changing their lives forever. We hear stories 
of calls in the readings today: calls to follow, calls of conversion, 
calls to repentance, calls to discipleship. Let us take this 
opportunity today to listen closely and discern whether we can hear 
Jesus calling us to something more. 
 

FIRST READING      Jonah 3:1-5,10 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said, ‘Go 
to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told you to.’ 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the 
Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare it took three 
days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s 
journey. He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and 
Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh 
believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put-on sackcloth, from 
the greatest to the least. God saw their efforts to renounce their evil 
behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster 
which he had threatened. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9 
 

R./ Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make 
me walk in your truth and teach me: for you are God my saviour. 
 

R./ Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from 
of old. In your love remember me, because of your goodness,  
O Lord. 
 

R./ Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who 
stray, He guides the humble in the right path, He teaches his way 
to the poor. 
R./ Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
 

Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020. 
 
 

SECOND READING                 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should 
live as though they had none, and those who mourn should live as 
though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life 
should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those 
whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing 
of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not 
become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it 
is passing away. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                           Mk 1:15 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The kingdom of God is close at hand: repent, and believe the Good 
News. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                Mark 1:14-20 
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he 
proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said 
‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the 
Good News.’ As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in the lake – for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I 
will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets 
and followed him. Going on a little further, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their boat, mending 
their nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him. 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Today’s Gospel describes how Jesus called his first disciples and 
the immediacy with which these men dropped everything to follow 
him. We can only begin to imagine what Jesus’ presence must have 
been like to invoke such a response in these first disciples. While 
a few of us might relate to such a radical conversion, many of us 
would find such a sudden change in ourselves or in another person 
unsettling. There are few things for which we would willingly drop 
everything. And yet this is the immediacy with which these first 
disciples responded to Jesus. These first disciples were willing to 
drop everything in order to make Jesus and the Kingdom of God 
the most important things in their lives. Gather as a family and 
talk about circumstances in which you have had to “drop 

everything.” How did you feel about having to change your plans 
in each of these situations? How do we feel when someone asks us 
to drop everything to help him or her? For many of us, it is not easy 
to drop everything to respond to the needs of another. Read 
today’s Gospel, Mark 1:14–20. Invite your family to imagine 
what Jesus’ presence and invitation to these first followers must 
have been like that they responded by leaving their livelihood to 
become his disciples. How might our life change if we understood 
the Kingdom of God to be as important and immediate in our lives? 
Ask God to help you experience the Kingdom of God with such 
immediacy. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

© 2021 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

This week is set at the beginning of Jesus' ministry and the pictures 
we get of how challenged and pushed he is, help prepare us to hear 
the simple parables he tells us. All of us get challenged and 
pushed in our daily lives. Even when we are on the right road and 
following a faithful path, there are forces, conflicting demands, 
tempting alternatives, differing values that batter us. It takes grace 
and courage to trust our real mission and that our Lord will be 
with us through it all.  
Each morning this week, we can take a moment, to ask for 
what we desire. The entire day will be different just by spending 
20 seconds sitting at the edge of the bed saying, “Lord, I want to 
keep my eyes open today. Whatever comes at me today, I want to 
stay in touch with you. Thank you.” Another morning I may be 
aware of a big decision I have to execute that day or a conflict I am 
planning to face, and I might pray, “Okay, Lord, this is the day. 
This is how I live out my relationship with you. Be with me and 
give me what I need. Keep reminding me I can't do it without you.” 
Each day will offer a different moment of connection with our 
Lord, but each will ground the day. Then it is so very easy, while 
in the shower or walking down a hall, for just brief moments here 
and there in the background of our day, to stay in touch with our 
Lord.  
These guides can help keep us focused on the nourishing Word 
which interacts with our daily life. Every day can seem like a 
living Parable of the Sower. There is seed being scattered all 
around us and we can see and experience our degrees of 
receptivity. And while we are doing the best we can, all day, every 
day, in a variety of things, we can be consoled by the Lord's smile 
reminding us that the Kingdom is like a mustard seed. The real 
graces come from very small seeds, the smallest of efforts that 
make a big difference. Most of all, when things get rough, during 
any day, we can pause and take a breath and ask him to calm the 
wind and sea in our hearts. Every night we can thank him for his 
presence and ground our growing relationship with him. 
 

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online 
Ministries web site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html Used with 
permission. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Relying on the Lord’s ever-present compassion and love, we make 
these prayers today trusting that they will be heard. 
 

● For the Church, trusting in Jesus’ constant presence, that we may 
act to bring the reign of God to realization in the world, loving God 
and loving our neighbour as we love ourselves, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
● For our nation, that we may repent for the wrongs we have done, 
whose repercussions continue to be felt, and the wrongs that we 
continue to do, and turn to the source of life and goodness, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
● For all those who suffer from want, from lack of shelter, heat, 
adequate nutrition, or health care, that they may find sustenance 
and hope in the generosity of those with plenty, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
● For women religious, who have taken to heart Jesus’ call to 
follow him, that they may be blessed in the work that they do, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
● For our parish community, that we may always be willing to look 
into our own hearts and repent and return to the Lord when we 
have strayed, let us pray to the Lord.  
● For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Merciful God, we trust in the generosity of your great mercy as we 
acknowledge our need for it and seek your forgiveness. Listen to 
the prayers we make and grant them in the name of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY, 2021 
“Come and See” (Jn 1:46). 

Communicating by Encountering People as They Are 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The invitation to “come and see”, which was part 
of those first moving encounters of Jesus with the 
disciples, is also the method for all authentic 
human communication. In order to tell the truth of 
life that becomes history (cf. Message for the 54th 
World Communications Day, 24 January 2020), it 
is necessary to move beyond the complacent 
attitude that we “already know” certain things. 
Instead, we need to go and see them for ourselves, 
to spend time with people, to listen to their stories 
and to confront reality, which always in some way 
surprises us. “Open your eyes with wonder to 
what you see, let your hands touch the freshness 
and vitality of things, so that when others read 
what you write, they too can touch first-hand the 
vibrant miracle of life”. This was the advice that 
Blessed Manuel Lozano Garrido offered to his 
fellow journalists. This year, then, I would like to 
devote this Message to the invitation to “come and 
see”, which can serve as an inspiration for all 

communication that strives to be clear and honest, in the press, on the internet, in the Church’s daily preaching 
and in political or social communication. “Come and see!” This has always been the way that the Christian faith 
has been communicated, from the time of those first encounters on the banks of the River Jordan and on the Sea 
of Galilee. 

“Hitting the streets”. 
Let us look first at the great issue of news reporting. Insightful voices have long expressed concern about the risk 
that original investigative reporting in newspapers and television, radio and web newscasts is being replaced by 
a reportage that adheres to a standard, often tendentious narrative. This approach is less and less capable of 
grasping the truth of things and the concrete lives of people, much less the more serious social phenomena or 
positive movements at the grass roots level. The crisis of the publishing industry risks leading to a reportage 
created in newsrooms, in front of personal or company computers and on social networks, without ever “hitting 
the streets”, meeting people face to face to research stories or to verify certain situations firsthand. Unless we 
open ourselves to this kind of encounter, we remain mere spectators, for all the technical innovations that enable 
us to feel immersed in a larger and more immediate reality. Any instrument proves useful and valuable only to 
the extent that it motivates us to go out and see things that otherwise we would not know about, to post on the 
internet news that would not be available elsewhere, to allow for encounters that otherwise would never happen. 

 

The Gospels as news stories. 
“Come and see” were the first words that Jesus spoke to the disciples who were curious about him following his 
baptism in the Jordan river (Jn 1:39). He invited them to enter into a relationship with him. More than half a 
century later, when John, now an old man, wrote his Gospel, he recalled several “newsworthy” details that reveal 
that he was personally present at the events he reports and demonstrate the impact that the experience had on his 
life. “It was about the tenth hour”, he noted, that is, about four in the afternoon (cf. v. 39). The next day – John 
also tells us – Philip told Nathaniel about his encounter with the Messiah. His friend is sceptical and asks: “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip does not try to win him over with good reasons, but simply tells 
him: “Come and see” (cf. vv. 45-46). Nathaniel did go and see, and from that moment his life was changed. That 
is how Christian faith begins, and how it is communicated: as direct knowledge, born of experience, and not of 
hearsay. “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves”. So, the 
townspeople told the Samaritan woman, after Jesus stayed in their village (cf. Jn 4:39-42). “Come and see” is the 
simplest method to get to know a situation. It is the most honest test of every message, because, in order to know, 
we need to encounter, to let the person in front of me speak, to let his or her testimony reach me. 

 

Thanks to the courage of many journalists. 
Journalism too, as an account of reality, calls for an ability to go where no one else thinks of going: a readiness 
to set out and a desire to see. Curiosity, openness, passion. We owe a word of gratitude for the courage and 
commitment of all those professionals – journalists, camera operators, editors, directors – who often risk their 
lives in carrying out their work. Thanks to their efforts, we now know, for example, about the hardships endured 
by persecuted minorities in various parts of the world, numerous cases of oppression and injustice inflicted on 
the poor and on the environment, and many wars that otherwise would be overlooked. It would be a loss not only 
for news reporting, but for society and for democracy as a whole, were those voices to fade away. Our entire 
human family would be impoverished. 



Many situations in our world, even more so in this time of pandemic, are inviting the communications media to 
“come and see”. We can risk reporting the pandemic, and indeed every crisis, only through the lens of the richer 
nations, of “keeping two sets of books”. For example, there is the question of vaccines, and medical care in 
general, which risks excluding the poorer peoples. Who would keep us informed about the long wait for treatment 
in the poverty-stricken villages of Asia, Latin America and Africa? Social and economic differences on the global 
level risk dictating the order of distribution of anti-Covid vaccines, with the poor always at the end of the line 
and the right to universal health care affirmed in principle but stripped of real effect. Yet even in the world of the 
more fortunate, the social tragedy of families rapidly slipping into poverty remains largely hidden; people who 
are no longer ashamed to wait in line before charitable organizations in order to receive a package of provisions 
do not tend to make news. 

 

Opportunities and hidden dangers on the web. 
The internet, with its countless social media expressions, can increase the capacity for reporting and sharing, with 
many more eyes on the world and a constant flood of images and testimonies. Digital technology gives us the 
possibility of timely first-hand information that is often quite useful. We can think of certain emergency situations 
where the internet was the first to report the news and communicate official notices. It is a powerful tool, which 
demands that all of us be responsible as users and consumers. Potentially we can all become witnesses to events 
that otherwise would be overlooked by the traditional media, offer a contribution to society and highlight more 
stories, including positive ones. Thanks to the internet we have the opportunity to report what we see, what is 
taking place before our eyes, and to share it with others. 
At the same time, the risk of misinformation being spread on social media has become evident to everyone. We 
have known for some time that news and even images can be easily manipulated, for any number of reasons, at 
times simply for sheer narcissism. Being critical in this regard is not about demonizing the internet, but is rather 
an incentive to greater discernment and responsibility for contents both sent and received. All of us are responsible 
for the communications we make, for the information we share, for the control that we can exert over fake news 
by exposing it. All of us are to be witnesses of the truth: to go, to see and to share. 

 

Nothing replaces seeing things at first hand. 
In communications, nothing can ever completely replace seeing things in person. Some things can only be learned 
through first-hand experience. We do not communicate merely with words, but with our eyes, the tone of our 
voice and our gestures. Jesus’ attractiveness to those who met him depended on the truth of his preaching; yet the 
effectiveness of what he said was inseparable from how he looked at others, from how he acted towards them, 
and even from his silence. The disciples not only listened to his words; they watched him speak. Indeed, in him 
– the incarnate Logos – the Word took on a face; the invisible God let himself be seen, heard and touched, as 
John himself tells us (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-3). The word is effective only if it is “seen”, only if it engages us in experience, 
in dialogue. For this reason, the invitation to “come and see” was, and continues to be, essential. 
We think of how much empty rhetoric abounds, even in our time, in all areas of public life, in business as well as 
politics. This or that one “speaks an infinite deal of nothing... His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two 
bushels of chaff: you shall seek all day ere you find them, and when you have them, they are not worth the search. 
The blistering words of the English playwright also apply to us as Christian communicators. The Good News of 
the Gospel spread throughout the world as a result of person-to-person, heart-to-heart encounters with men and 
women who accepted the invitation to “come and see” and were struck by the “surplus” of humanity that shone 
through the gaze, the speech and the gestures of those who bore witness to Jesus Christ. Every tool has its value, 
and that great communicator who was Paul of Tarsus would certainly have made use of email and social 
messaging. Yet it was his faith, hope and charity that impressed those of his contemporaries who heard him 
preach or had the good fortune to spend time with him, to see him during an assembly or in individual 
conversation. Watching him in action wherever he was, they saw for themselves how true and fruitful for their 
lives was the message of salvation that, by God’s grace, he had come to preach. Even where this servant of God 
could not be encountered personally, the disciples whom he sent bore witness to his way of life in Christ  
(cf. 1 Cor 4:17). 
“We have books in our hands, but the facts before our eyes”, said Saint Augustine in speaking of fulfilment of 
the prophecies found in sacred Scripture. So too, the Gospel comes alive in our own day, whenever we accept the 
compelling witness of people whose lives have been changed by their encounter with Jesus. For two millennia, a 
chain of such encounters has communicated the attractiveness of the Christian adventure. The challenge that 
awaits us, then, is to communicate by encountering people, where they are and as they are. 

 
Lord, teach us to move beyond ourselves, and to set out in search of truth. 

Teach us to go out and see, teach us to listen, not to entertain prejudices or draw hasty conclusions. 
Teach us to go where no one else will go, to take the time needed to understand, to pay attention to the 
essentials, not to be distracted by the superfluous, to distinguish deceptive appearances from the truth. 

Grant us the grace to recognize your dwelling places in our world and  
the honesty needed to tell others what we have seen. 

 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 23 January 2021 
Vigil of the Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales 

 

Franciscus 
 

SOURCE: https://www.vatican.va/ Copyright © 2021 


