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BAPTISM OF THE LORD - FEAST 
 
 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

HERE AND NOW 
 

When the Lord was baptized, a voice came from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son; with 
you I am well pleased.” There could hardly be a more important message than this 
identification of Jesus, could there? 
 

You stand out as the particular human being you are, where the Lord is concerned. 
 

But why did this important message come through a voice from heaven? A voice from heaven 
can be heard only by those who are there, then. What about everybody else? Surely, it is 
important for all human beings to know that Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 
 

And the same sort of puzzle arises from the First Reading. It says that the Messiah will open 
the eyes of the blind, and the Gospels testify that Christ really did so. But he opened the eyes 
of only a few blind people, those blind people who were there, then. What about all the other 
blind people, in other places, in other times? Why didn’t Jesus just heal all blindness 
everywhere with one impersonal command: let all the blind people of the world be healed? 
 

And so here is one thing we can learn from these Readings. In the voice from heaven, in the 
miracles of Christ, God shows that he is committed to the good of particularity. God does not send the news about the 
Messiah as an impersonal message directed impartially to all humankind. He identifies Jesus as his Son by a voice from 
heaven heard by particular people at a particular time. Similarly, Christ does not issue an impersonal decree about 
nameless blind people taken as a group. Christ heals some particular blind people who happened to be at a particular 
place at the particular time when Christ was also there. 
 

So, you might feel that you are just an unnoticed member of your company or an invisible one of the many ordinary 
people in your town. But you stand out as the particular human being you are, where the Lord is concerned. God does 
not deal with people as faceless members of a collective. He calls, and he heals, one particular person at a time, as each 
individual comes to him. 
But then you yourself—not your Church or your group, but you—need to come to the Lord, to face him, to know him, 
to love him, and to let him heal you, whatever your needs and sufferings are. Come as yourself, as you are, here and now. 

 

Eleonore Stump 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR MRS LILLY McCRORY (+ 31 Dec. 2020). 
Funeral Mass is scheduled here in St Joseph, on Thursday, January 14th, 2021, at 10.00am. 

 
We commend you, Dear Lilly McCrory to almighty God and entrust you to your Creator. 

May you rest in the arms of the Lord who formed you from the dust of the earth. 
May holy Mary, the angels and all the saints welcome you now that you have gone forth from this life. 

May Christ who was crucified for you, bring you freedom and peace. 
May Christ who died for you admit you into his garden of paradise. 

May Christ, the true Shepherd, embrace you as one of his flock. 
May you see your Redeemer face to face, and enjoy the vision of God, forever. 

 

 
 

 

COVID 19 UPDATE 
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access. 

 

1. Legal Lockdown is imposed from 00.01hrs 5/1/21. 
2. No religious services (communal worship – for us Mass) for the entire Month of January at least,  

but to be reviewed again by the middle of January. 
3. Funerals allowed, but only 20 mourners permitted to participate, including the celebrant. 
4. Marriages permitted but with only 5 participants, including the celebrant and the couple. 

 
 



 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                               Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

Thus, says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 
though you have no money, come! Buy corn without money, and 
eat, and, at no cost, wine, and milk. Why spend money on what is 
not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy? 
 

Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and rich 
food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul 
will live. With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the 
favours promised to David.  
 

See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples, a leader and a 
master of the nations. See, you will summon a nation you never 
knew, those unknown will come hurrying to you, for the sake of 
the Lord your God, of the Holy One of Israel who will glorify you. 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is 
still near. 
 

Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our 
God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 
 

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above 
your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts.  
 

Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and 
do not return without watering the earth, making it yield and 
giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the 
eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to 
me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it 
was sent to do. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                          Isaiah 12 
 

 

R./ With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 

Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear. For the Lord is 
my strength, my song, he became my saviour. 
 

R./ With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! Make his mighty 
deeds known to the peoples! Declare the greatness of his name. 
 

R./ With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 

Sing a psalm to the Lord for he has done glorious deeds; make 
them known to all the earth! People of Zion sing and shout for joy, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

R./ With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 
Psalm text from The Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by 
HarperCollins. Version 1 – issued 13 Dec 2020 

 

SECOND READING                                                       John 5:1-9 
 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by 
God; and whoever loves the Father that begot him loves the child 
whom he begets. 
 

We can be sure that we love God’s children if we love God himself 
and do what he has commanded us; this is what loving God is – 
keeping his commandments; and his commandments are not 
difficult, because anyone who has been begotten by God has 
already overcome the world; this is the victory over the world – 
our faith. 
 

Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God: Jesus Christ who came by water and 
blood, not with water only, but with water and blood; with the 
Spirit as another witness – since the Spirit is the truth – so that 
there are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood, 
and all three of them agree.  

 

We accept the testimony of human witnesses, but God’s 
testimony is much greater, and this is God’s testimony, given as 
evidence for his Son. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                        cf. Jn1:29 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said: This is the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world.  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

GOSPEL                                                                                Mark 1:7-11 
 

 

In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said: ‘Someone is 
following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have 
baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 
 

It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and 
was baptised in the Jordan by John. No sooner had he come up 
out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 
 

The Scripture readings are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1985 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd. and Doubleday and Co. Ltd. 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

As God’s beloved children, we trust that our voices are heard. We 
put into words our needs and the needs of all God’s children. 
 

For the Church, that we may continue to fulfil Christ’s mission, 
welcoming all those who seek the Lord, baptizing in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 

For leaders around the world, that they may strive to bring forth 
justice to their nations and peace across their borders, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
 

For those who prepare adult catechumens or new parents for 
baptism, that they may be strengthened in their ministry as they 
pass their faith and wisdom to their sisters and brothers, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
 

For those who are homeless and those who have difficulty af-
fording adequate heat, that they may be kept safe and warm this 
winter, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all of us, that we may be conscious of our call as baptized 
Christians to carry out Christ’s mission and serve others as he did, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Heavenly Father, we are your beloved children. May you be well 
pleased in us as we strive to carry on the mission of your Son. Hear 
our prayers and grant them in the name of your beloved Son, our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

The Baptism of the Lord is on Sunday. We hear the Lord say in the 
first reading from Isaiah, “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my 
chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my 
spirit.” That is echoed in Mark's Gospel, after Jesus' baptism: “On 
coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open 
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came 
from the heavens, 'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.'” This feast marks the end of the Christmas season. 
Monday begins Ordinary Time on the Church calendar which will 
continue until Ash Wednesday (17th February 2021). 
 

During this first week in Ordinary Time, we begin a four-week 
cycle of weekday readings from the Letter to the Hebrews. This is 
the longest letter to any community in the New Testament. 
 

For the next six weeks, until the beginning of Lent, the weekday 
gospels are from Mark's Gospel. This week Mark offers us a look 
at the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. Monday he calls his first 
disciples: Simon and Andrew, John, and James. He drives out evil 
spirits and heals Peter's mother-in-law. When he slips away to 
pray and the crowd follows, he returns to preaching: “For this 
purpose have I come.” Moved with pity, he heals a leper who told 
so many people about his healing that “it was impossible for Jesus 
to enter a town openly.” When a paralytic was lowered down 
through a roof for healing, Jesus forgives sins to the scepticism of 
the scribes. The week ends as Jesus extends an invitation to the 
despised tax collector, Levi/Matthew “Follow me.” 
 

Sunday in the Second Week of Ordinary Time, John's Gospel 
offers us the story of the calling of the first two disciples. He asks 
them what they are looking for and when they ask where he lives, 
he invites them, “Come, and you will see.” 
 

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online 
Ministries web site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html Used with 
permission. 


