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01st January 2021 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 
 

MARY’S PEACE 
 

The passage from Numbers includes this blessing: “The Lord look upon you kindly and 
give you peace!” 
 
Mary was filled with God because she was at peace, and we too should experience 
peace from God sending forth “into our hearts the spirit of his Son.” 
 
What could be more peaceful than the image of a baby lying in a manger? The second 
prayer for this solemnity refers to Jesus as Wonderful God, Prince of Peace. 
 
 

We present to the Blessed Virgin difficult individual situations, so that she may place 
them before her Son, asking that he alleviate and change them. But we also present to her social situations 
and the international crisis itself, in their worrying aspects of poverty, unemployment, shortage of food, the 

arms race, contempt for human rights, and situations or dangers of conflict, partial or total. 

Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987:49 
 

 

 

Background to the feast 
 

The Virgin Mary was already venerated as Mother of God 
when, in 431, the Council of Ephesus acclaimed her 
Theotokos (God-bearer). Her role in the mystery of the 
incarnation was celebrated on this day in Rome in the 
seventh century but was soon eclipsed by other feasts of 
Mary. Restored to the liturgical calendar in 1931, and to 
this day in 1969, the feast celebrates from a Marian 
perspective the Word made flesh, and so enriches the 
observance of the octave of Christmas and provides a 
solemn beginning to the New Year. 

Happy New Year!  
 

On this first day of the Year of Our Lord 
2021, we acclaim Mary as Mother of God and 
ask her to mind us and those we love during this 
new year. We pray that the world may be freed 
from COVID-19 through a global programme 
of vaccination. And as this is also World Peace 

Day, we pray for peace. 
 

God bless you and your Families. 
Fr. Leszek 

 
 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH  
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access. 

 

The Scottish Government has announced that we are in LEVEL 4 from Boxing Day. We can still attend our churches to 
celebrate Mass, BUT subject to the Covid-19 Guidance on social distancing, face covering etc. and the requirement to 
keep a record of all who attend each service, should there be a need to trace anyone as part of the medical track and 
trace process. This is vital to be able to track and trace any possible future contacts. These details ought to be recorded 
and kept for the time being for reference as we may be asked for them, should there be a sudden spike or local infection 
outbreak. 
 

In Level 4 the MAXIMUM number of people who can attend MASS is 20. THIS IS ALSO reliant on the church having the 
SPACE to allow this number which is not always the case. EVERYONE attending MUST have an INDIVIDUAL BOOKING on 
the system. This includes Children Under 12. 
 
 

 

 

 

Holy Mass registration is available on our Parish website: https://stfdac.co.uk 
 

Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 
 

For more information or register by phone please call Edi McKinley Parish Priest on 07909112630. 
 

 

 
 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION: As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church 
collection basket, it has been placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations.  

Thank you for your generosity. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING          Numbers 6:22-27 
 

A reading from the Book of Numbers. 
The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his sons: 
“This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to 
them: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord let his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover 
his face to you and bring you peace.” This is how they are to call 
down my name on the sons of Israel, and I will bless them.’ 
 

The Word of God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Psalm 66(67):2-3,5,6,8 

R./: May God bless us in his mercy. 
God be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon 
us. So will your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn 
your saving help.  
R./: May God bless us in his mercy. 
Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with 
justice. With fairness you rule the peoples. you guide the nations 
on earth.  
R./: May God bless us in his mercy. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing till the ends of the earth revere 
him.  
R./: May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

SECOND READING             Galatians 4:4-7 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Galatians. 
When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the 
Law and to enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that you 
are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: 
the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that makes you a 
son, you are not a slave any more; and if God has made you son, 
then he has made you heir. 
 

The Word of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        Heb1:1-2 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
At various times in the past and in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, 
the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL        Luke 2:16-21 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke. 
The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the 
child, they repeated what they had been told about him, and 
everyone who heard it was astonished at what the shepherds had 
to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered 
them in her heart. And the shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was exactly as they 
had been told. 
When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, 
they gave him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him 
before his conception. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
©The English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 

SPIRITUAL NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS: 
1. SKIP WORRYING 
• Worry is acting like you do not have your heavenly Father. It’s 

like acting that your Father in heaven is not caring about you.  
• Never fight a battle without asking God first, be it an 

argument with your family or friend or an enemy in a career. 
• When times are tough, when you feel everything is against 

you, choose a fortified place, that is God’s presence. Seek 
God’s presence through prayer. 

• Mathew 6:34 – “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.” 

• Worry is worthless. 

2. PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING 
• Prayer will turn your place of battle into a place of blessing. 

The battle may be your financial battle, relationship battle, 
career battle, etc. 

• There is nothing too small or too big to pray for/about. 
• If you can worry about something, then you can pray about 

the same thing. 
• Either you carry all the worries or you let God carry all your 

worries through prayer. 
• Choose your battle to fight – like David asked God if he 

needed to fight the battle in 1 Chronicles 14:8-11. 
• Peace in the middle of a storm comes only from God. 
 

3. GIVE THANKS IN EVERYTHING 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:18 – “Give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
• Here God says, ”My will is – Be thankful”. This is God’s will. 
• The more thankful you are for the blessings that you already 

have, the more the blessings you will get. 
• Maintain a Thanksgiving notebook. Everyday morning write 

all the graces received on the previous day and thank God for 
them. At the year end you will have all the graces recorded 
for the year. 

 

4. VOLUNTARILY HELP EVERYONE 
• When we give to others, God will give the recompense on 

earth and also in heaven. 
• Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.” 

• Proverbs 19:17 – “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the 
LORD, and he will reward them for what they have done.” 

 

5. THINKING LIKE GOD THINKS 
• God thinks that you are His son or His daughter, so always 

think that you are God’s son or daughter. 
• God has forgiven all your sins of the past and the sins that 

you will commit in the future, s o never have any guilty feeling 
in your heart. 

• God has plans for you, plans to prosper you, so never be 
hopeless. Be prisoners of hope as Apostle Paul says. 

• Jesus said that He is going to heaven to make a place ready 
for you in heaven. You may not own a house in earth, but you 
will have a castle in heaven built by God. 

• Fill your mind with thoughts aligned with God’s promises!! 
 

 

A POEM FOR 2021 and BEYOND 
 

May our Lord Jesus 
Blow 

a 
Soft, 

Sweet, 
Gentle, 

and 
Healing Breath 

Over all Human and Animal life, and our Planet, 
His Great Creation 

And restore all to Good Health. 
May each of us realise 

We have an active role to play 
(Whatever form that may take) 

In the future of this 
World of Great Wonder 
Not only for ourselves 

But especially for our Children. 
With God's help and Shining Light, 

May our renewed World be a World of 
Peace, 

Equality, 
Justice 

and 
Opportunity 

for 
ALL 

https://universalis.com/20210101/mass.htm#copyright


 


