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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove  
very useful to Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

 

THE JOY OF LIBERATION 
We are very close now to the coming of Christ. What would the world be like if we were to allow Christ to really 
come as king? What would a world ruled by Jesus Christ be like? Would we have the poverty and homelessness 
that we have now? Would we have the death penalty? Would there be abortion and child abuse and negligence of 
the elderly? Would Jesus Christ allow the people of his kingdom to kill each other in wars? If only we could join 
in consenting to God’s rule as Mary did: “Let it be done to me as you say.” Who knows what joy the world would 
know! 
 

The Church ... receives the mission to proclaim and to establish among all peoples the kingdom of Christ and of 
God. She becomes on earth the initial budding forth of that kingdom. While she slowly grows, the Church strains toward the 
consummation of the kingdom and, with all her strength, hopes and desires to be united in glory with her King. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church, 1964:5. 
 

THE ADVENT COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION.  

LET RECEIVE THE LOVE AND THE HEALING GRACES OUR LORD OFFERS TO US. 
 

PREPARATION 
We prepare for it by opening ourselves up, by reflecting 
upon the areas of darkness in our lives into which God so 
deeply desires to shine a light. 
 

When the Light of God's love shines into this level of self-
awareness (it might begin with the simple question: Where 
might God be offering me forgiveness and healing?), then I 
am touched by a powerful experience of reconciliation. God 
is loving me and offering me wholeness and joy. 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION 
 

Reconciliation is what God does. Receiving it and 
celebrating it is what we do. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is a most natural way to celebrate God’s 
reconciliation. We used to think of this sacrament as only 
about “confession”. Three more things remain: ● to receive 
it deep within my heart, ● to celebrate it, and ● to participate 
in the healing process.  
 

When I experience God’s forgiveness and love, 
I am invited to savour it and let it touch me deeply. 

 
 

 

GRANT OF THE FACULTY FOR GENERAL 
ABSOLUTION (4/12-23/12/2020) PRESENTED 

BY BISHOP STEPHEN ROBSON IN HIS 
DIOCESE, IS SUBMITTED WITH BISHOP’S 

NOTE. 
 

General absolution may be offered to 
those members of the gathered Faithful 
who wish to receive it, notwithstanding 
those who may legitimately request 
(with suitable social distancing, and 
other necessary precautions) to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance in 

the Ordinary and regular way.  
 

The granting of this faculty is on account of the 
extraordinary and unprecedented circum-stances 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
In addition, the usual conditions required for 
General Absolution stipulated by Cn 962, para 1 
and 2 of the CIC regarding the obligation to 
subsequently confess serious sins of a grave nature 
in the normal way, also applies. 
 

With every blessing for the coming Festive Season of 

our Lord’s Birth, 
 

 

 
 
 

 
In the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

- individually or in common -  
my personal journey  

is joined with the mystery of  
God's saving love,  

as seen in the scriptures,  
and in God's desire to  

save us all. 
 

 

In our parish we offer an Advent 
Communal Celebration of the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation on December 23rd 
in Callander at 10am  
and in Doune at 6pm. 

 

As we are still under government 
restrictions relating to numbers and 
space available in the churches, to 

attend ONE of these services, we have a 
booking form on the Parish Website or 

contact Fr Leszek on 07909112630 

 

 

 
 

It is a wonderful opportunity to join our 
sisters and brother in asking for 

forgiveness and healing during this 
important time of the year. 

 
May our Lord grant us all the gift of 

Reconciliation and may we all receive it 
and celebrate it well in the holy days 

ahead. 
 

 
 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 



INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

 

2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16 
The kingdom of David shall endure for ever before the Lord. 

 

Psalm 89 “For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.” 
 

Romans 16:25–27 
The mystery kept secret for long ages has now been manifested. 

 

Luke 1:26–38 
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son. 

 

As we begin our last week of preparation for the coming of our 
Lord, we listen to the preparations three others took during earlier 
eras. King David intended to prepare a house for the ark of God, 
but God revealed a more important house to prepare. Saint Paul 
completed his letter to the Romans, a church he’d helped prepare 
for the mystery of Christ. In the Gospel, Mary agreed to prepare a 
place in her womb for the Son of God. Let us prepare a place in our 
hearts now for the word of God. 
 

 

SUNDAY READINGS 
 

A reading from the Second Book of Samuel. 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given 
him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the 
prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that 
you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” But that same night 
the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus, says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house 
to live in? Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 
Thus, says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the 
Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you 
lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as 
mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. Your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 
shall be established forever. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Luke 1) 
 

R./ For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all ages my mouth 
will proclaim your truth. Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for 
ever, that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.  
 

R./ For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to 
David my servant: I will establish your dynasty for ever and set up 
your throne through all ages.’  
 

R./ For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

He will say to me: ‘You are my father, my God, the rock who saves 
me.’ I will keep my love for him always; for him my covenant shall 
endure.  
 

R./ For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

A reading from a Letter of Saint Paul to Romans. 
Praise of the God whose salvation is revealed in Jesus Christ. 
This good news must be spread everywhere 
To God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith-to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
The Word of the Lord.  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the handmaid of the Lord: let what you have said be done to 
me. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

A reding from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel as sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord 
is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing is impossible with God.” 
Then Mary said, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
FAMILY CONNECTION 

The angel Gabriel visits Mary to announce the birth of Jesus. 
 

One of the challenges of faith is to recognize God’s plan for us and 
to remain open to God’s will and God’s actions in our world. Filled 
with God’s grace, Mary models for us the kind of faith that is 
needed to cooperate in God’s plan of salvation. Like Mary, we are 
given the awesome opportunity to cooperate in God’s saving plan. 
On this final Sunday of Advent, our Gospel invites us to consider 
how our preparations for Christmas have made us more aware of 
God’s grace working in our lives. 
Gather together your family and talk about what you have been 
doing as a family to prepare for Christmas. How have these 
preparations helped you to better celebrate the central mystery of 
Christmas, the Incarnation? Our Gospel today talks about how 
Mary was prepared for her role in Christ’s birth. Read today’s 
Gospel, Luke 1:26-38. Consider the question: What enabled Mary 
to say yes to God? Which of your Advent activities have made you 
more aware of God’s grace in your life? Conclude in prayer 
together that God’s grace will enable your family to be more 
faithful and obedient to God. Pray together the Magnificat. 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children forever. 

 
 

HOLY MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE: 
Killin at 3pm  

Callander at 5pm  
Doune at 7pm 

 

HOLY MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY: 
Doune at 9.45am  

Callander at 11.30am  



DUNKELD NEWS 
 

Coming editions: 14th March 2021 + 20th June 2021 + 5th September 2021.  
Email your stories and photos (only in high resolution .jpg): dunkeldnews@dunkelddiocese.co.uk  

on Twitter @DunkeldNews Editor - Andrew Mitchell 
 

CALL or TEXT 07806 789791 
 

 

DAILY ADVENT PRAYER 
 

The whole purpose of these Advent pages has been to help us find 
intimacy with God in the midst of our everyday lives. So, we have 
focused on using the background times of our days to create an 
interior atmosphere that allows us to wait, to hope, to come into 
contact with our longing and our desire. 
The length of the Fourth Week of Advent depends on when 
Christmas Eve and Christmas fall in the week. 
Perhaps we can use these days to try to heighten our awareness 
of whatever is going on in our lives these days, and how that can 
bring us to Christmas. Some examples might help. 
So many of us experience the ironic reality that Christmas can be 
the most lonely time of our lives. Some of these “mixed feelings” 
or “sad feelings” are difficult to recognize or name. 
For some of us, the Christmas we will celebrate this year pales in 
comparison to wonderful Christmases of our past - perhaps 
because we were younger or more “innocent” then, perhaps 
because some of our loved ones who were central to our 
Christmas are no longer living or not where I am, perhaps 
because the burdens and struggles of my life or the changes in 
our world and the conflicts around us have robbed this Christmas 
of something that was there before. 
For some of us, Christmas will be just another day. Unable to get 
out to go to church to be with a faith community, and without 
family or friends to be with, Christmas will be a day we are 
tempted to ignore. 
For some of us, Christmas inevitably means family conflicts. 
Facing the days ahead, whether it be the last few remaining 
parties, or conflicting demands of family and friends, or the 
friend or relative who drinks too much, or the experience I'm 
having that I drink too much, and this season is an easy excuse. 
For some of us, Christmas challenges us with terrible financial 
burdens. Children today become victims of the gross commercial 
exploitation of the day. For those of us struggling to make ends 
meet on a day to day basis, feeling the cultural pressure of buying 
for our children things which we can't afford, can lead us to put 
more debt on the credit card in ways that simply push us further 
and further behind. 
Some of us, might be really looking forward to Christmas, and 
not be aware of these struggles with Christmas, yet feel that, in 
spite of our best efforts to make Advent different this year, there 
is still something missing, and we still feel unready for 
Christmas. 
For all of us, the story behind these days can draw us in, and 
invite us to bring our lives to the mystery of how Jesus came into 
this world and why. Our best preparation for the Holy Night 
ahead and the Joyful Morning to follow is for us to reflect upon 
how he came. He came in the midst of scandal and conflict. He 
came in poverty. He was rejected before he was born. He was 
born in a feed trough. He was hunted down. And he grew up in 
obscurity. 
He did not shun our world and its poverty and conflict. He 
embraced it. And he desires to embrace us today, in this day. 
Right where we are. Right where we are feeling most distant. 
Right were we are feeling least “religious” or “ready.” If we let 
him come into our hearts to be our Saviour these challenging 
days, we will find ourselves entering the sacred night and 
morning of Christmas “joyful and triumphant” as never before. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus. Come and visit your people. 
We await your coming. Come, O Lord. 

 
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DAILY PRAYER 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Let the clouds rain down the Just 
One, and the earth bring forth a Saviour. 
 

COLLECT: Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into 
our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son 
was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion 
and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
 

DAILY MEDITATION: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, 
the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.” Luke 1 
On this last Sunday of Advent, we quietly reflect on the mystery. 
We rest in awe, in wonder, at how our God entered our world and 
came to be with us. We pause to receive the gift offered us: that 
the Spirit of God will open up our lives and that Jesus will really 
come into our hearts. May we have watchful hope today, believing 
what the Lord promises us. Let us pray today, that we might be 
God's servants, that we might be instruments of God's love for our 
families and all we serve this week. Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.” Luke 1 Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and 
be saved. Psalm 80 from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from ancient times. Micah 5 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To the Lord, Jesus Christ, judge of the living 
and the dead, let us pray: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Lord Jesus, you came to save sinners, - protect us in times of 
temptation. 
You will come in glory to be our judge, - show in us your power 
to save. 
Help us to keep the precepts of your law with strength of Spirit, - 
and to look forward in love to your coming. 
You are praised throughout the ages; in your mercy help us to live 
devoutly and temperately in this life, - as we wait in joyful hope 
for the revelation of your glory. 
 

O KEY OF DAVID,  
and Sceptre of the House of Israel, who opens, and no one shuts, 
who shuts, and no one opens: Come, and bring forth the captive 

from his prison, he who sits in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Dearest Lord, Pour forth your grace into 
our hearts. Let your desires for us be done in our hearts. Give us 
the grace to be your handmaids. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come! Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to thee, O Israel! 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
 

MONDAY December 21st 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord and Ruler will be coming 
soon, and his name will be called Emmanuel, because he will be 
God-with-us. 
 

COLLECT: Hear in kindness, O Lord, the prayers of your people, 
that those who rejoice at the coming of your Only Begotten Son in 
our flesh may, when at last he comes in glory, gain the reward of 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled. Luke 1 With just 
days until Christmas, we listen to readings of joy and fulfilment. 
We imagine the incredible meeting of Mary and Elizabeth. With 
growing anticipation, we let ourselves simply believe that the 
Lord's many promises to us these weeks will be fulfilled. Our soul 
waits for the LORD, who is our help and our shield, for in him our 
hearts rejoice; in his holy name we trust. Psalm 33 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Christ our Redeemer who will come 
again to free from the power of death all those who return to him, 
let us humbly pray: Come Lord Jesus!  
As we proclaim your coming Lord, - cleanse our hearts of every 
vain desire, Lord, may the Church which you founded, - proclaim 
your greatness to all peoples. 



Your law is a light to my eyes, - let it protect those who trust in 
you. 
You allow the joys of your coming to be foretold to us by your 
Church, - may we receive you with eager devotion. 
 

O DAWN OF THE EAST,  
brightness of light eternal, and Sun of Justice; Come, and 

enlighten those who sit in darkness and in shadow of death. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, it is growing in my heart: An 
awareness and gratitude of your constant love for me; Like the sun 
rising in the East to warm and comfort my life and to bring new 
growth. Thank you for these weeks of prayer. In the spirit of the 
season my waiting, my patience, feels sacred. Bless my heart with 
generosity and make me ready to receive you. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us  

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
 

TUESDAY December 22nd 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: O gates, lift high your heads; grow 
higher, antient doors. Let him enter, the king of glory! - Psalm 23 
 

COLLECT: O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into death, 
willed to redeem it by the coming of your Only Begotten Son, 
grant, we pray, that those who confess his Incarnation with humble 
fervour may merit his company as their Redeemer. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  
 

DAILY MEDITATION: And Mary said: "My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour." 
Mary's response (the Gospel) based upon Hannah's prayer 
(Responsorial Psalm) can be our prayer today. Our anticipation of 
the coming of our Lord into our hearts grows as we praise God for 
coming to us in our lowliness. My heart exults in the Lord, my 
Saviour. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To the Lord, Jesus Christ, judge of the living 
and the dead, let us pray: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Lord Jesus, you came to save sinners, - protect us in times of 
temptation. 
You will come in glory to be our judge, - show in us your power 
to save. 
Help us to keep the precepts of your law with strength of Spirit, - 
and to look forward in love to your coming. 
You are praised throughout the ages; in your mercy help us to live 
devoutly and temperately in this life, - as we wait in joyful hope 
for the revelation of your glory. 
 

O KING OF THE GENTILES and their desired One, the 
Cornerstone that makes both one: Come, and deliver us, whom 

you formed out of the dust of the earth. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, king of us all. I find myself standing 
before your strength and splendour watching, waiting, and filled 
with total joy. You have lifted my mind in hope. Now help me to 
open my life the coming of the Spirit. I want to be like Mary, your 
mother. Her wonderful courage and strength inspire me to do the 
same. She simply said Yes and the impossible was done. Thank 
you for this Advent journey. The anticipation has filled my life and 
made me long for a closer relationship with you. My life gets so 
busy that I forget to focus. Thank you for guidance. Thank you for 
the quiet moments when I have felt your love. Nothing will be 
impossible with God. Guide my feet on the way of peace. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY December 23 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: A child shall be born for us, and he 
will be called God, the Almighty; every tribe of the earth shall be 
blest in him. 
 

COLLECT: Almighty ever-living God, as we see how the 
Nativity of your Son according to the flesh draws near, we pray 
that to us, your unworthy servants, mercy may flow from your 
Word, who chose to become flesh of the Virgin Mary and establish 

among us his dwelling, Jesus Christ our Lord. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Zechariah asked for a tablet and wrote, 
"John " and all were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened, 
his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing God. When Zechariah 
could say "John," that is, "God is Gracious," he was freed to give 
thanks and praise to God. Let's each of us express our gratitude to 
our God for coming to be with us, for forgiving our sins, for saving 
us from the power of death. Let's ask that we might be purified of 
all self-love that we might receive his coming to us this week. But 
who will endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like the refiner's fire, or like the fuller's lye. 
Mal. 3. Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To God our Father who sent his Son to save 
mankind: Show us your mercy, Lord. Father most merciful, we 
confess our faith in your Christ with our words, - keep us from 
denying him in our actions. You have sent your Son to rescue us, 
- remove every sorrow from the face of the earth and from our 
country. Our land looks forward with delight at the approach of 
your Son, - let it experience the fullness of your joy. Through your 
mercy make us live holy and chaste lives in this world, -eagerly 
awaiting the blessed hope and coming of Christ in glory. 
 

O EMMANUEL,  
God with us, Our King and Lawgiver, the expected of the nations 

and their Saviour: Come to save us, O Lord our God 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, Emmanuel, "God-with-Us," You have 
touched me; you are God-with-Me. Thank you for these weeks of 
prayer. In the spirit of the season my waiting, my patience, feels 
sacred. Refine and purify my heart with the hottest flame of your 
love. Give me the courage of your prophets and let me do what is 
right even when others do not understand. Bless my heart with 
generosity and make me ready to receive you. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come! Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to thee, O Israel! 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
 

THURSDAY December 24th 
“Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.” 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Behold, when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son into the world. 
 

COLLECT: Come quickly, we pray, Lord Jesus, and do not delay, 
that those who trust in your compassion may find solace and relief 
in your coming. Who live and reign with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

DAILY MEDITATION: Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word." "temple of God's 
Word" because she was so ready to do God's will. As we approach 
this anniversary of our redemption, let's spend the day placing our 
life in God's hands embracing the ways he will come to us and let 
us be his instruments for others. Let the Lord enter; he is the king 
of glory. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: To Christ our Lord, the light of the world, let 
us cry with joy: Come Lord Jesus! Dispel our darkness with the 
light of your presence, - and make us worthy of your gifts. Save 
us, Lord our God, - that we may praise your holy name this day. 
Enkindle in our hearts the flame of your love, - and make us long 
to be united with you. You bore our infirmity, -aid the sick and 
those who are to die this day. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: Oh, God with us, for so long you have 
promised forgiveness, peace, salvation. Now in my heart, I am 
filled with joy because of your coming. Thank you for your 
promises and for the way I can trust in you. I feel a new freedom 
in my life and a courage I have not known before. I know you came 
to save me and bring new life and I am so grateful to you. Let me 
show my thankfulness with my life. You have brought me through 
the darkness and into the light of your saving grace. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil  
and bring us to everlasting life.  

Amen. 


