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34th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 

 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove  
very useful to Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

HUMILITY ENTHRONED 
The very concept of Christ the King might seem rather triumphalistic in an 
age of expanding democratization of society. But look carefully at this king 
as portrayed in today’s parable: he was hungry and thirsty and naked and ill 
and in prison. 
 

Who are his loyal subjects? They are those who give food to the hungry and 
drink to the thirsty, who welcome strangers and clothe the naked, who 
comfort the ill and visit prisoners. What a king and what a kingdom! 
 

The goal of this king is not to oppress his subjects with his power but rather 
to “break the power of evil”: in this kingdom the evils of economic, medical, 
and criminal injustice are confronted and overcome by subjects who not 
only respect the “King of creation” but also “glory in his justice and live in 
his love.” 
The kingdom that we celebrate today is “a kingdom of truth and life, a 

kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love, and peace.” Those who respect truth and life, who 
live in holiness and grace, and who work to bring justice, love, and peace, will “inherit the kingdom prepared 
for them from the creation of the world.” 
 

After we have obeyed the Lord, and in his Spirit nurtured on earth the values of human dignity, brotherhood 
and freedom, and indeed all the good fruits of our nature and enterprise, we will find them again, but freed of 
stain, burnished and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the father: “a kingdom eternal and universal, a 

kingdom of truth and life, of holiness and grace, of justice, love, and peace.” 
On this earth that Kingdom is already present in mystery.  
When the Lord returns it will be brought into full flower. 

 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 39 
 
 

HOLY MASS REGISTRATION (4th level) 

November 26 – December 11, 2020 
 

Due to the level 4 Restrictions our capacity for Mass has been reduced to 20 
people. Our Booking system has been changed so that each person must have 
an individual registration BUT please tick the box: SEAT ALLOCATION to indicate that you are a family and 
will be sitting together. 

 

 

KIND REQUEST:  
Can you please help our volunteers by arriving at Mass 10 minutes before the beginning of each Mass.  

This will allow our volunteers the time needed to arrange seating for everyone.  
Your cooperation in this matter is kindly appreciated. Many thanks. 

 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER 
 

Jesus our Teacher, in your love for us, / help us to develop our own talents so that we may become / 
like you / and lead lives of goodness. / Bless all learners and all teachers. / 

May our Catholic schools continue to serve our families, / our communities and our country. / 
 

Help us, through our learning, to believe in you / and to celebrate the life of your Church. / 
Help us to grow in holiness / as we grow in friendship with you / and try to become saints. /  

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, our Lord. / Amen. 
 



 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11–12, 15–17 

The shepherd-king seeks the lost and heals the injured. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20–26, 28 
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief at night.” 

 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31–46  

The Lord will come in glory to separate one from another. 
 

 
 

On this final Sunday of the liturgical year the readings concern the 
end of time and Christ’s role as king and judge. Before Jesus 
spoke to his disciples about separating sheep from goats, Ezekiel 
prophesied about the sheep God tends and then judges. Paul 
explained how at the end of time all will be brought to life and 
death will be destroyed. Finally, we hear Matthew’s account of 
the Last Judgment. As we listen, let us ask ourselves if we can see 
the face of Jesus in those in need and pray for the grace to respond. 

 

 

 

A Reading from the Book of Proverbs. 
 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself and 

keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock in view 

when he stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep, so shall I 

keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wherever they 

have been scattered during the mist and darkness. I myself will 

pasture my sheep, I myself will show them where to rest – it is the 

Lord who speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, 

bandage the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch 

over the fat and healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to them. 
As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge between 

sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats.  
 

The Word of Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

 

R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 
 

R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit.  

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. 
 

R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.  

My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
 

R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my 

life. In the Lord’s own house shall dwell for ever and ever. 
 

R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to 
Thessalonians. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of all who 

have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in the same 

way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just 

as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in 

Christ; but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-

fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to 

him. After that will come the end, when he hands over the 

kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every 

sovereignty, authority, and power. For he must be king until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies 

to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his 

feet. And when everything is subjected to him, then the Son 

himself will be subject in his turn to the One who subjected all 

things to him, so that God may be all in all. The Word of Lord. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his seat on his 

throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled before him 

and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd 

separates sheep from goats. He will place the sheep on his right 

hand and the goats on his left. 
‘Then the King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, you 

whom my Father has blessed, take for your heritage the kingdom 

prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I was 

hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; naked and 

you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came 

to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, “Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give 

you drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you 

welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see 

you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far 

as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 

did it to me.” 

‘Next he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me, 

with your curse upon you, to the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never gave me 

food; I was thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink; I 

was a stranger and you never made me welcome, naked and you 

never clothed me, sick and in prison and you never visited me.” 

Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see you 

hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison, and did 

not come to your help?” Then he will answer, “I tell you 

solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one of the least 

of these, you neglected to do it to me.” ‘And they will go away 

to eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life.’  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK  
 

Recognising the important role of parents as first educators of 
their children, the Church has always 

encouraged them to take responsibility for 
educating and forming their children in accord 
with their beliefs. In expecting Catholic 
schools to develop as communities of faith and 

learning, the Church, encourages teachers to 
work closely with parents in support of their 

children’s learning. The Church regards the parish as a vital link 
in contributing to the partnership of home, school, and Church 

in forming children in faith. During this 
Catholic Education Week, we are 
asked to reflect on how we recognize 
Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and 
the Life in our homes, schools, and 
parishes. We are asked to reflect on our 
own roles in the education process – at home, in school, in the 
local parish and in other educational settings. 
 

The purpose of Catholic Education Week is to highlight the 
significance of education, not only for young people but for 

society as a whole 
 



PRAYERFUL REMEMBERING - Throughout the years, 
many of our parishioners, volunteers have died. In November I 
offer Masses to honour your family members and friends who 
have died. This year, in all our churches, we remember 
especially those who have died during the pandemic. Holy 
Mass give us the opportunity to gather and celebrate the lives of 
our dearly departed. Our Masses in November give us also the 
opportunity to pay tribute to God for the precious gift of their 
lives, and to mark our gratitude for their profession of faith.  
Remembering our departed loved ones before the Lord, 
praying for them, is one of the ways we give expression to 
our ongoing communion with them in the Lord.                 → 

 
The names of deceased 
family members’ and 
friends are collected 

each year in our 
November List. You 

may send it by regular 
mail or to present it in 
the church to Parish 

Priest or Ushers 
 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 

Jesus teaches that when the Son of Man comes in glory, he will 

judge the nations, separating the sheep from the goats. 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us that we will be judged on only 

one thing: the acts of mercy we have shown to the least among us. 

Jesus identifies with the least ones; thus, we serve Jesus whenever 

we serve one of the least ones. The Church calls the actions that 

Jesus described in today’s Gospel the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

These works are to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to bury 

the dead, to shelter the homeless, to visit the sick and imprisoned, 

and to give alms to the poor. In these actions we show God’s 

compassion and mercy to those in need. 

As you gather as a family, recall the list of the Corporal Works of 

Mercy. Talk about some concrete examples of how your family 

might do these actions in your community and then discuss why it 

is important that we do these things. Read Matthew 25:31-46. Ask: 

Why does Jesus say we ought to do these works of mercy? 

(Because whenever we show mercy to another person, we show 

mercy to Jesus himself.) Choose one Corporal Work of Mercy that 

your family will act upon this week. Pray together that your family 

will see and serve Jesus in the least ones among us. Pray the 

Lord’s Prayer or an Act of Love. 

ACT OF LOVE 

O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and 

soul, because you are all good and worthy of all my love. I love 

my neighbour as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 

injured me, and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured. Amen. 
 

 

GETTING READY TO PRAY 
 

As we prepare for this celebration of 

Christ the King and the last Sunday of 

Ordinary time, we might pray with one 

face looking back at what we have been 

receiving these past weeks and months 

from the living out of our liturgical 

mission. We can pray looking forward 

with hope to what God is offering us 

with the surprises which come from that 

same living of the Eucharist. Who ever 

said that life is boring? 
 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
This week we might be inspired by the gospels to ask God to help 
us be attentive for the signs of God's presence in our lives each 
day. 
 

We can ask Jesus to help us open our hearts and be more generous 
in our daily lives. Inspired by the poor widow, we can ask 
ourselves, in faith, "How willing am I to share? Do I give from my 
surplus or is it a real sacrifice?" Are we generous with our time and 
talents? Perhaps we spend too much time at the computer or at 
work or in various other projects, neglecting our family or other 
relationships. Are there places where we could give more of 
ourselves to people who need us? 
 

When Jesus speaks of the "tribulations" that are ahead for all 
Christians, this might prompt me to ask myself how willing I am 
to live my faith courageously. Caring for the poor, seeking justice 
and self-giving love are basic elements of following Jesus, but they 
are not valued by our culture. Am I willing to face the objections 
of family and friends for being so "counter-cultural" in following 
the gospel? 
 

Perhaps we are distracted by the pressures of daily life, or as Jesus 
says so aptly, we allow our hearts to grow drowsy from "carousing 
and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch 
you by surprise...." What is it in our lives that keeps us from 
recognizing God's Kingdom here on earth? Maybe we abuse 
alcohol, are greedy, or know deep inside there is a basic selfishness 
we don't even want to recognize in ourselves. We can only rely on 
Jesus for an "awakeness" that will help us to see ourselves as Jesus 
sees us, with love and forgiveness. It is in that moment, when we 
recognize that we are "loved sinners" that we can ask for the 
strength to make changes in our lives. 
 

As we awake each morning and sit by the side of the bed before we 

begin our day, we can ask Jesus for the grace to see his presence in 

our lives in this day, and beg him for the help that we need. And in 

all of the smallest moments of the day, we can ask him from the 

deepest part of our hearts for the mercy and grace that will keep 

our eyes and hearts open this day. Then we can say, from our 

hearts, "Thank you." 
 

SOME THOUGHTS 

The Gospel reading for this feast is very rich. It invites us to reflect 

on the difference between true love and its false imitation, between 

real Christianity and its fake lookalike. It encourages us to exercise 

ourselves in the care of all God’s children. It prompts us to reflect 

on all the different kinds of hunger there are in the world, and the 

very different kinds of feeding those various hungers require. 
 

These are all good things to ponder, but there is still more to see. 

Here is one more thing. 
 

Think about what it is for God himself to be incarnate. A human 

woman took the Lord to her breast and suckled him there. The 

apostle John reclined by the Lord and laid his head on the bosom 

of the Lord. A woman washed the Lord’s feet with her tears, and a 

woman rubbed his feet with lotion. How did those people get so 

lucky? Of all the millions and millions of God’s people, how can 

it be that so few touched God in the flesh, that only one woman 

anointed his feet? Wouldn’t you have liked to be among these very 

lucky people? In desperately sad and stricken moments, what 

wouldn’t you yourself have given to lay your weary head on the 

breast of your Lord? 
 

It is good to have a God who enters human history, but anything in 

history is local, constrained in time and space, cut off from so many 

things that aren’t right here, right now. How can it be that only 

those few people, who were there with Jesus, in that place and at 

that time, had contact with the Lord flesh to flesh? 
 

The answer to this question and the consolation the question seeks 

is in the Gospel reading: whatever you did to one of the least of my 

own, the Lord says, you did it to me. 
 
 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

First Reading 
1. “As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his 
scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep.” How does the following 
statement by Pope Francis relate to this line from the First 
Reading? Does it relate to you? 
An evangelizing community gets involved by word and deed in 
people’s daily lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself 
if necessary, and it embraces human life, touching the suffering 
flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of 
the sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their voice. (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 24) 
2. According to this reading, what kind of shepherd is the Lord 
God? If this reading has a message for people in Church leadership 
positions, what is it? What can you do to “bind up the injured and 
heal the sick”? 

Second Reading 
1. “For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” Name some signs of 
“death or serious illness” that you see in the world, or the 
environment? What can you do to restore life? How can you help 
Christ accomplish the task of destroying death? 
2. What are some of the many forms of violence in the world 
today? How can you help Christ challenge them? 
 

Gospel 
1. This king is the almighty and glorious God who comes to heal, 
seek out and bind up. Why did he come into the world in solidarity 
with the poor, wear thorns for his crown and have a cross for his 
throne? Can you relate on a personal level to a very rich, brilliant 
leader? How about to a poor and suffering one? 
2. We have a king who heals and binds up wounds. What does he 
ask us to do? “For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty, and you gave me drink.” Christ uses our generosity as a 
criterion for salvation. How is it also a standard for happiness? 
What happens to you when you give? 
 

 

PREPARING FOR ADVENT 
Setting the Stage for Our Advent Journey, 

Even Before It Begins (29th November 2020). 
 

Getting in Touch with Myself One of the best ways to prepare for 
the very special season of Advent is to "get in touch with 
ourselves." It may sound odd, but one symptom of our 
contemporary lives is that we can often be quite "out of touch" with 
what is going on in our very own hearts.  
We are about to begin our Advent, right at the time our culture 
begins Christmas preparations. It is a busy time, and our heads are 
filled with details to remember. This year it is a time of emotional 
complexity with all of the expectations and challenges of family 
and relationships: who we want to be with and who we struggle to 
be with. So, our hearts are a bit tender, if not completely defended 
from experiencing anything deeply. 
We are about to hear some very powerful and stirring readings 
from Isaiah, the Prophet. We will re-enter the ancient tradition of 
a people longing for the coming of a Saviour. We may remember 
the days of our childhood when we longed for Christmas to come, 
because it was a magical time of receiving gifts.  
As adults, we have to ask ourselves: "What is it I long for now?" 
The answer will not come easily. The more we walk around with 
that question, and let it penetrate through the layers of distraction 
and self-protection, the more powerfully we will experience 
Advent. 
We are about to read and pray about the expectant hope of Israel, 
as expressed through Isaiah.  
The images we will be using are about darkness and gloom - about 
thick clouds covering the people - and about hunger and thirst. 
They are images that attempt to capture a sense of what we feel 
when we are distant from our God.  
There are many images about war and conflict. They express the 
powerlessness and anxiety we experience when we feel vulnerable 
and defenceless. 

Most of all, there are images of a future day - a day that can 
only be called the Lord's - when all the tears will be wiped away, 
when there will be no more conflict and no more war. God's 
salvation will be made known. God's victory will be complete. 
These are very precious days for us to come into intimate contact 
with our own need for salvation. It is a time to make friends with 
our tears, our darkness, our hunger, and thirst. What is missing? 
What eludes my grasp? What name can I give to the 
"restlessness" in my heart? What is the emptiness I keep trying to 
"feed" with food, with fantasy, with excitement, with busyness? 
What is the conflict that is "eating at me"? What is the sinful, 
unloving, self-centred pattern for which I haven't asked for 
forgiveness and healing? Where do I need a peace that the world 
cannot give? 
Coming to know where I need a Saviour is how I can prepare for 
Advent I am preparing to listen to the promises, listen to these rich 
texts announcing the liberation I can truly long for.  
When my heart is open, when my hands are open, when my mouth 
is open and ready to ask for freedom, healing, and peace, then I am 
ready to begin Advent. 
 

 

COME, LORD, JESUS. COME  
AND VISIT YOUR PEOPLE.  

WE AWAIT  
YOUR COMING.  
COME, O, LORD. 

 

 

Isaiah 35 
 

The desert and the parched land will exult;  
the steppe will rejoice and bloom. 

They will bloom with abundant flowers  
and rejoice with joyful song.  

The glory of Lebanon will be given to them,  
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;  
They will see the glory of the LORD,  

the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen the hands that are feeble,  
make firm the knees that are weak.  

Say to those whose hearts are frightened:  
Be strong, fear not!  

Here is your God, he comes with vindication;  
With divine recompense he comes to save you. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,  
the ears of the deaf be cleared;  

then will the lame leap like a stag,  
then the tongue of the dumb will sing.   
Streams will burst forth in the desert,  

and rivers in the steppe. 
The burning sands will become pools,  

and the thirsty ground, springs of water;  
the abode where jackals lurk will be a marsh  

for the reed and papyrus.  
A highway will be there, called the holy way;  

No one unclean may pass over it,  
nor fools go astray on it.  

No lion will be there, nor beast of prey go up to be met 
upon it. It is for those with a journey to make,  

and on it the redeemed will walk. 
Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return  

and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy;  
They will meet with joy and gladness,  

sorrow and mourning will flee 

 


