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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove  
very useful to Parishioners, especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

WHAT IS ENTRUSTED US 
 

The Gospel parable is about a man entrusting his servants with his property, and the point it 
makes concerns the need for fidelity in caring for what belongs to the master. 
 

God our Master has left us with the earth, not to do with it what we want but to care for 
it even as we live from its abundant riches. 
 

God created the land to support living things: What will happen when God returns to find so 
much land strip-mined, strip-cleared, eroded, and burdened with toxic waste? 
God created the waters to support living things: What will happen when God returns to find the 
oceans and rivers polluted with our garbage and chemical by-products? 
God created the air to support living things: What will happen when God returns to find smog 
and holes in the ozone? 
God created plants and animals to live on this wonderful earth and revel in its beauty: What 
will happen when God returns to find so many of them driven to extinction by our destructive 
practices? 

 

“Father of all that is good, keep us faithful in serving you.”  
May we learn to care better for the Master’s goods so that when the Master returns, we will hear those blessed 

words: “Well done! Come and share your master’s joy.” 
 

Men and women bear a unique responsibility under God to safeguard the created world and by their creative labor even to enhance it. 
Safeguarding creation requires us to live responsibly within it, rather than manage creation as though we are outside it.  The human 
family is charged with preserving the beauty, diversity and integrity of nature as well as fostering its productivity. 

 

Renewing the Earth, 1991: II, A 
 
 

KIND REQUEST:  
Can you please help our volunteers by arriving at Mass 10 minutes before the beginning of each Mass.  

This will allow our volunteers the time needed to arrange seating for everyone.  
Your cooperation in this matter is kindly appreciated. Many thanks. 

 

 

EDUCATION SUNDAY – Theme for 2020: “JESUS CHRIST- THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE”. 
 

Catholic Education Week takes 
place each year from 16th November 
(the Feast of St Margaret of 
Scotland) until 30th November (the 
Feast of St Andrew).  
 

During this Catholic Education 
Week, we are asked to reflect on 

how we recognize Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and the 
Life in our homes, schools, and parishes. We are asked to 
reflect on our own roles in the education process – at home, in 
school, in the local parish and in other educational settings. 
 

The purpose of Catholic Education Week is to highlight the 
significance of education, not only for young people but for 
society as a whole.  

 
 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER 

Jesus our Teacher, in your love for us, / help us to develop our own talents so that we may become like you / and lead 
lives of goodness. / Bless all learners and all teachers. / May our Catholic schools continue to serve our families, /  

our communities and our country. / Help us, through our learning, to believe in you / and to celebrate the life  
of your Church. / Help us to grow in holiness / as we grow in friendship with you / and try to become saints. / 

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, / our Lord. / Amen. 
 

 
 

PRAYERFUL REMEMBERING - Throughout the years, many of our parishioners, volunteers 

have died. In November I offer Masses to honour your family members and friends who have died. 

This year, in all our churches, we remember especially those who have died during the 

pandemic. Holy Mass give us the opportunity to gather and celebrate the lives of our dearly 

departed. Our Masses in November give us also the opportunity to pay tribute to God for the 

precious gift of their lives, and to mark our gratitude for their profession of faith. Remembering 

our departed loved ones before the Lord, praying for them, is one of the ways we give 

expression to our ongoing communion with them in the Lord. The names of deceased family members’ and friends are collected 

each year in our November List. You may send it by regular mail or to present it in the church to Parish Priest or Ushers.  



SUNDAY READINGS 
 

First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
The value of a worthy woman is beyond measure. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 128 
“Blessed are those who fear the Lord.” 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–6 
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief at night.” 

 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14–30  
The parable of the talents. 

 

 
 

AS WE LISTEN TO THESE READINGS, LET US CONSIDER 
HOW WE CAN BECOME MORE TRUSTWORTHY AND 

PRAISEWORTHY IN THE EYES OF THOSE WHOSE 
PERSPECTIVE WE VALUE. 

 

 

 

A Reading from the Book of Proverbs. 
 

A capable wife who can find. She is far more precious than jewels. 
The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of 
gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She 
seeks wool and flax and works with willing hands. She is like the 
ships of the merchant; she brings her food from far away. She rises 
while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks 
for her servant girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit 
of her hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength 
and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is 
profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her hands 
to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand 
to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid 
for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed 
in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen 
and purple. Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat 
among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells 
them; she supplies the merchant with sashes. Strength and dignity 
are her clothing, and she laughs the time to come. She opens her 
mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the 
bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her 
husband too, and he praises her: “Many women have done 
excellently, but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise 
her in the city gates. The Word of Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

R./: Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By 
the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and 
prosper.  
 

R./: Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your 
children like shoots of the olive, around your table.  
 

R./: Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

Indeed, thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. May the 
Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your 
life.  
 

R./: Happy are those who fear the Lord. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to Thessalonians. 
 

Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, 
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the 
night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do but 
let us keep awake and be sober. 

 

 

The Word of Lord. 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a man who, before going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off 
at once and traded with them and made five more talents. In the 
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time, 
the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received 
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his 
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 
that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 
on my return, I would have received what was my own with 
interest. So, take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.'” The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION SUNDAY 
Recognising the important role of parents as first educators of 

their children, the Church has always encouraged 
them to take responsibility for educating and 
forming their children in accord with their beliefs.  

 

In expecting Catholic schools to develop as 
communities of faith and learning, the Church, 

encourages teachers to work closely with parents in 
support of their children’s learning.  
 

The Church regards the parish as a vital link in contributing to the 
partnership of home, school, and Church in forming children in 
faith. This partnership can include activities such preparing 
children to receive the sacraments, providing education about 
loving relationships and participating in prayer and liturgical 
celebrations. 
 

 

Philip Tartaglia’s, Archbishop of Glasgow 

 

A PASTORAL LETTER FOR USE IN CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION WEEK 16th – 30th NOVEMBER 2020. 
 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, each year around this time, 
we celebrate Catholic Education 
Week. During this week we: 
celebrate the God-given talents 
and achievements of our young 
people; acknowledge the hard 
work and faith witness of the staff 
in our schools; mark the unique 
contribution that Catholic Edu-

cation makes to our families, our parishes and to wider Scottish 
society; and reflect on the mission of the Catholic school for the 
future.  
 



This year, the theme of Catholic Education Week is Jesus Christ: 
The Way, the Truth and the Life. This theme reflects the vision and 
aim of Catholic education that Catholic schools, centred on the 
person of Jesus Christ, help and accompany young people to 
discover and to follow the Christian vocation to live responsibly 
with and for others in accordance with the message of Christ and 
so to build up and transform society for the better.  
 

This is a message to which our young people readily respond, as 
can be seen by the high levels of participation in the Pope Francis 
Faith award and the Caritas programme. 
 

This has been a strange year for our schools. Few of us will 
remember in our lifetimes a period so characterised by uncertainty, 
disruption and even fear. Everything that formed the fabric and 
pattern of our lives has felt the impact of the restrictions caused by 
the pandemic. Families have been unable to meet and support one 
another at the time when that support was most needed. People 
have been unable to share the joy of family celebrations and have 
been denied the opportunity to come together to mourn. Our young 
people were separated from their friends and teachers, and their 
learning and exams were interrupted. Our churches have also 
suffered, with parish communities unable to gather for many 
weeks. Even now, our numbers are limited, and we long to see a 
time when everyone will be able to join together again and sing 
our hymns of praise. 
 

It is precisely in times such as these that we search for direction 
and certainty, and the theme of this year’s Catholic Education 
Week reminds us where it can be found.  In recognising Jesus as 
the Way, we need no longer worry about which direction we take, 
and where that will lead; in following Jesus’ teaching and example, 
we will inevitably come to the Father. At a time where it can be 
difficult to discern what is genuine, we find in Jesus a Truth to 
which we can hold firm. It is in living in relationship with God that 
we find the fullness of life for which God created us, and the 
promise of eternal life. 
 

The Charter for Catholic Schools, which outlines ten character-
ristics of a Catholic school, proposes a rich vision of Catholic 
education that emphasizes the Church’s mission to transform 
society through the love, service and justice we find in the life of 
Jesus, and reminds our pupils and teachers that they are a part of 
the Church in action. These characteristics do not happen by 
accident. Acknowledging Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and 
the Life is intrinsic to Catholic education and, along with liturgy, 
prayer, and learning, is a central and defining mark of the Catholic 
school as an educational community of faith. 
 

I encourage you then to give thanks for Catholic Education and to 
pray for its ongoing success. I ask you to support the work of the 
Scottish Catholic Education Service and all that it does on behalf 
of our Church, our young people and our families to promote the 
positive contribution of Catholic schools in Scotland. I encourage 
you all to speak out positively on behalf Catholic Education, 
sharing the good news that Catholic schools remain good for 
Scotland.  

Yours devotedly in Christ, 
 Philip Tartaglia, Archbishop of Glasgow 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
God speaks to us in many ways, but in a 
special and privileged way by reading the 
Sunday Scriptures. The Family Connection 
section provides useful background to 
better understand the Sunday's Scripture 
readings, helping you to connect the 

Scripture to daily life in a meaningful way. 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: Jesus tells the parable of the talents, in 
which he teaches about the importance of using the gifts that God 
has given to us in service to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks about the correlation between 
faithfulness and responsibilities. Family life provides many 
opportunities to illustrate this connection for children. As children 
prove themselves trustworthy, they can be trusted to take on 

greater responsibilities. Jesus teaches us in this parable that when 
we show ourselves to be trustworthy in small matters, we can be 
trusted to participate in greater matters of responsibility. As you 
gather as a family, take some time to recall how each child in the 
family has matured and can now be trusted with greater 
responsibilities.  
 

Say: In today’s Gospel, Jesus talked about how our trustwor-
thiness in small matters shows that we can also be trusted to share 
in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 

Read Matthew 15:14-30. Say: We share in the work of serving 
the Kingdom of Heaven when we use our talents to help and serve 
others. As a family, choose one thing to do this week to serve 
others. Conclude in prayer together, asking God’s help so that 
your family may serve others more faithfully. 

 

 

PRAY TOGETHER THE PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
 

 
 

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit you have 
taught the hearts of your faithful. In the same 
Spirit help us to relish what is right and always 
rejoice in your consolation. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

First Reading 
1. “The woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.” Do you see a 
connection between the woman in this reading with the wise 
servant portrayed in the Gospel? How does fear of the Lord (awe 
and wonder in the presence of God) help make a person wise? 
 

2. Do you know some people like the woman in this reading? How 
are they “reaching out to the needy and extending their arms to the 
poor”? Are they feeding the hungry and caring for the sick in this 
pandemic? Are they working to fix racial justice or climate 
change? Do they spend time doing something and not just talking? 
 

Second Reading 
1. Apparently “The Day of the Lord” can overtake you “like a thief 
at night.” Are you always ready? Almost ready? Dozing a little? 
 

2. Where would you put yourself on a continuum of false security 
with dying at one end and constant dread at the other? 
 

Gospel 
1. Are you willing to take risks, or are you paralyzed by fear? If 
you were a leader in the Church, what kind of risks would you take 
to insure the growth of the faithful? Is there a person whom you 
observe taking risks for such growth? 
 

2. Were Puccini’s and Michelangelo’s gifts given to them for 
themselves alone? Do you think your gifts were given to you for 
yourself, to keep hidden away where no one can see them? What 
does Pope Francis tell us about that? 
 

Have you thought about the talents that God has given you? Have 
you thought of how you can put them at the service of others? Do 
not bury your talents! Set your stakes on great ideals, the ideals 

that enlarge the heart, the ideals of service that make your talents 
fruitful. Life is not given to us to be jealously guarded for 

ourselves but is given to us so that we may give it in turn. …  
Do not be afraid to dream of great things! 

 

Francis, General Audience St Peter’s Square. April 24, 2013 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Making changes in our lives and the fear of making those changes 
are both themes in this week's gospels. Zacchaeus boldly reforms 
his life after he allows Jesus into it. The servant who is given a 
gold coin hides it in a handkerchief because he is afraid of his 
master. He has a chance to be given responsibilities, but his fear 
keeps him from doing anything. 
 

We are often afraid when we consider making a change in our 
lives. We can see habits that are not healthy, a benign neglect of 
those we love and patterns that are deeply set in our lives. We may 
know deep down that we want to change them, but we do not have



the confidence to believe we can do it. This week we are invited 
by Jesus to know that while we cannot make those changes alone, 
we can, if we allow Jesus to be with us in them. 
 

Where do we start? With a small prayer. In those tiny pockets 
of time during our week, when we travel, ride to work, do dishes, 
or even in the shower, we can make these reflective moments to 
ask for help. Just as Jesus asked the blind man, "What do you want 
me to do for you?" he is asking us the same question. 
 

What do we want Jesus to do for us? Where do we want to 
make changes in the patterns of our lives? What changes are 
we afraid to make? 

Dear Jesus, I ask for your help. Heal my fears.  
 

You have asked how you can help me, and I am afraid to answer.  

 

I know what changes need to be made in my life,  
but it seems overwhelming. Help me to open my heart  
to what you are asking - and to what I know I need.  

 

Be with me when I do not always know how to live in these new 
patterns and give me the humility to keep asking you  

for help, over and over.  
 

Let me feel your presence in my life and that will give me the 
strength and courage I need to live my life more faithfully.  

 

 

HOLY SEE CLARIFICATION 

In the last few days, some statements contained in the documentary Francesco by the director Evgeny Afineevsky 
have given rise to various reactions and interpretations.  
We are making available to you some points we hope you will find useful to help people understand 
correctly what the Holy Father said. 
In an interview he gave more than a year ago, Pope Francis answered two separate questions at different times, 
but they have been edited and published as a single answer, without being put into context in the way they should 
have been, and this has created confusion.  
In the first place, the Holy Father had made a pastoral reference to the need for homosexually oriented sons or 

daughters not to suffer discrimination within their own families. That is what these words refer to: "Las personas homosexuales tienen 
derecho a estar en familia. No se puede echar de la familia a nadie ni hacerle la vida imposible por eso" (Homosexual persons have a 
right to be part of a family. You cannot throw someone out of the family or make his or her life impossible for that).  
The following section from the Post-Synodal Exhortation Amoris Lætitia on the family can shed some light on these expressions: 
"During the Synod, we discussed the situation of families whose members include persons who experience same-sex attraction, a 
situation not easy either for parents or for children. We would like before all else to reaffirm that every person, regardless of sexual 
orientation, ought to be respected in his or her dignity and treated with consideration, while 'every sign of unjust discrimination' is to 
be carefully avoided, particularly any form of aggression and violence. Such families should be given respectful pastoral guidance, so 
that those who manifest a homosexual orientation can receive the assistance they need to understand and fully carry out God’s will in 
their lives" (§ 250).  
A later question in the interview was related to a local law ten years ago in Argentina on "matrimonios igualitarios de parejas del mismo 
sexo" (equal marriages of same-sex couples) and the then Archbishop of Buenos Aires’ opposition to it.  
Pope Francis said about this that "es una incongruencia hablar de matrimonio homosexual" (it is inconsistent to speak of homosexual 
marriage) and he added that, in precisely this context, he had spoken about these people’s right to be covered legally: "lo que tenemos 
que hacer es una ley de convivencia civil; tienen derecho a estar cubiertos legalmente. Yo defendí eso" (what we need to have is a law 
of civil partnership; they have a right to be covered by the law. I defended that).  
The Holy Father said this in an interview in 2014: "Marriage is between a man and a woman. Secular states want to justify civil 
unions to regulate different situations of people who live together, driven by the need to regulate financial matters between persons, for 
example ensuring health care. It is about agreements on various kinds of living together, of which there are so many I would not be 
able to list them. We have to look at different cases and evaluate them in all their variety".  
It is clear, therefore, that Pope Francis was referring to particular state arrangements, and certainly not to Church doctrine, which 
has been re-stated various times through the years. 
 

 

 


