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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners,  
especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

BE WATCHFUL, BE READY 
The theme of the Gospel is: “Be watchful and ready.” We are in a condition of 
awaiting something or someone important, and we do not know when the arrival 
will take place. Hence the advice: “keep your eyes open, for you know not the day or 
the hour.” The liturgy combines this reading with a passage from Wisdom, suggesting 
that what we are awaiting is the arrival of wisdom: “he who watches for her at dawn 
shall not be disappointed.” 
 

When will we finally understand what we need to know in order to live together as 
brothers and sisters? When will we get the wisdom to place the one true God ahead 
of our petty gods of power, possessions, and pleasure? When will we be inspired 
with the wisdom to overcome our social ills? We do not know when, and so we must 
be watchful and ready, otherwise the moment will pass us by. One thing we do know: 
wisdom “makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her.” Those will not be 
found worthy who do not listen to the Scriptures, or to their own experiences, or to 

the sufferings of those around them. The message to them will be tragic: “I tell you, I do not know you.” 
 

We do not know the time for the consummation of the earth and of humanity, nor do we know how all things will be 
transformed. As deformed by sin, the shape of this world will pass away; but we are taught that God is preparing a new 
dwelling place and a new earth where justice will abide, and whose blessedness will answer and surpass all the longings 

for peace which spring up in the human heart. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965:39 
 

 
KIND REQUEST:  

Can you please help our volunteers by arriving at Mass 10 minutes before the beginning of each Mass.  
This will allow our volunteers the time needed to arrange seating for everyone.  

Your cooperation in this matter is kindly appreciated. Many thanks. 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER, MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

 

The whole month of November is a time when we 
remember those who have died. It is often 
upsetting to talk about grief for fear of 
upsetting those who have endured the loss. 
As Christians, our remembering of those we 
have known and loved — family members 
and good friends is always a prayerful 
remembering. In a special way we remember 
them before the Lord. We believe that they are 
with the Lord, and that the Lord is also with us in this 

life. It is that shared relationship with the Lord which 
keeps us in communion with our loved ones 

who have died. We also pray in thanksgiving 
for them, thanking God for the gift of their 
lives and for all the ways the Lord blessed us 
through them. Let entrust our loved ones 
who have died to God. As “God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which has been given to us,” we pray that 

they would experience that love to the full. 

 
 

 

PRAYERFUL REMEMBERING 
Throughout the years, many of our parishioners, volunteers have died. 

In November I offer Masses to honour your family members and friends who have died. 
 

Holy Mass give us the opportunity to gather and celebrate the lives of our dearly departed.  
 

Our Masses in November give us also the opportunity to pay tribute to God for the precious gift of their lives, 
and to mark our gratitude for their profession of faith. Remembering our 
departed loved ones before the Lord, praying for them, is one of the ways 
we give expression to our ongoing communion with them in the Lord. 
 

 

The names of deceased family members’ and friends are collected each 
year in our November List.  

You may send it by regular mail or to present it in the church  
to Parish Priest or Ushers. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
 

If we hope in the resurrection, despite our grieving we have 
hope. The hopefulness of Wisdom is given sharper focus by 
St Paul, who says that all we have lost will be restored when 
Jesus returns in glory. 
 
1ST READING:       WISDOM 6:12-16 
In praise of Wisdom, which is easily discerned by those who love 
her 
 

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom. 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily 
discerned by those who love her and is found by those 
who seek her. She hastens to make herself known to 
those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her 
will have no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at 
the gate. To fix one’s thought on her is perfect 
understanding; one who is vigilant on her account will 
soon be free from care, because she goes about 
seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously 
appears to them in their paths, and meets them in 
every thought. 
The Word of Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM            PSALM 62:2-8 
 

R./: My soul is thirsting for you O Lord my God 
 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you, my soul 
is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary 
land without water. (R./) 
 

So, I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my lips 
will speak your praise. (R./) 
 

So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up 
my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my 
mouth shall praise you with joy. (R./) 
 

On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the 
night for you have been my help; in the shadow of your 
wings I rejoice. (R./) 
 
2ND READING:                 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 
We should not grieve as others do who have no hope 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to 
Thessalonians. 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers 
and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For 
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 
who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so, 
we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 
one another with these words. The Word of Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                 MATTHEW 25:1-13 
We must be ready to meet the Lord when he comes 
 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Matthew. 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: “The kingdom of 
heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 
and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! 
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then 
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! 
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open 
to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Gospel Reading: Jesus tells the parable of the wise and 
foolish virgins, teaching his disciples the importance of 
being prepared to receive the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 
 

In the daily activities of family life, we can easily find 
excuses for not attending to our spiritual lives. If not 
given top priority, prayer and reading Scripture risk 
becoming occasional activities rather than daily 
practices. In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that if we 
fail to give our spiritual life priority, we will find 
ourselves unprepared to receive Jesus. Daily prayer 
and spiritual practice keep us ready to receive Jesus. 
 

Gather as a family and talk about some of the things 
our faith calls us to do every day and every week to 
keep God first in our lives. Talk about what might 
happen if we do not do these things regularly. Explain 
to your family that Jesus taught us that it is important 
to keep ourselves ready to receive him when he comes 
again. Tell them to listen as you read the parable that 
Jesus tells in today’s Gospel. Read aloud Matthew 
25:1-13. Talk with your family about why Jesus says 
that it is so important to remain ready to receive the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Pray together that your family will 
always keep God first in your lives so that you will all 
be prepared to receive Jesus when he comes.  
 

Pray together the Act of Hope. 
 

O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and 
promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the help 
of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits 

of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 
 

 

ANNUAL REQUIEM FOR PRIESTS – LIVESTREAM 
The Annual Requiem Mass for deceased Clergy will be 
celebrated in St Joseph’s Convent this year. The date is 12th 
November 2020 at 12 noon and the Mass will be 
livestreamed.  



PRAYERS FOR THE DEPARTED AND DEARLY MISSED 
In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers 
and sisters. In this life you embraced them with your 
tender love; deliver them now from every evil and bid 
them eternal rest. The old order has died: welcome 
them into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no 
weeping or pain, but fullness of peace and joy with 
your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER FOR THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER FOR DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

Almighty Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
grant that our relatives and friends who have passed 
from this life may, through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, come to share 
your Eternal happiness through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED FOR FORGIVENESS 

AND PEACE AND FOR MOURNERS 
Lord Jesus, our Redeemer, you willingly gave Yourself 
up to death so that all people might be saved and pass 
from death into a new life. Listen to our prayers; look 
with love on Your people who mourn and pray for their 
dead brother/sister. Lord Jesus, you alone are holy and 
compassionate; forgive our brother/sister his/her sins. 
By dying You opened the gates of life for those who 
believe in You; do not let Your brother/sister be parted 
from You, but by Your glorious power give him/her 
light, joy, and peace in heaven where You live for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

My brother (sister) in faith,  
I entrust you to God Who created you. 

May you return to the One Who formed you  
from the dust of this earth. 

May Mary, the angels, and all the saints come to 
meet you as you go forth from this life. 
May Christ Who was crucified for you  

bring you freedom and peace. 
May Christ, the Son of God,  

Who died for you take you into His kingdom. 
May Christ, the Good Shepherd,  
give you a place within His flock. 

May He forgive your sins  
and keep you among His people. 

May you see your Redeemer face to face and enjoy 
the sight of God forever. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER FOR A DECEASED FRIEND 

I commend you, my dear [name] to almighty God, and 
entrust you to your Creator. May you rest in the arms 

of the Lord who formed you from the dust of the earth. 
May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints welcome 
you now that you have gone forth from this life. May 
Christ who was crucified for you, bring you freedom 
and peace. May Christ who died for you admit you into 
his garden of paradise. May Christ, the true Shepherd, 
embrace you as one of his flock. May he forgive all your 
sins and set you among those he has chosen. May you 
see your Redeemer face to face and enjoy the vision of 
God, forever. 

 

 
PRAYER FOR UNEXPECTED DEATH 

Heavenly Father we know and believe that our times 
are in Your hands, but Lord it’s so often such a shock 
to us when a dear loved one meets with a sudden or 
unexpected death – through an accident or perhaps 
due to some unforeseen tragedy, which takes the life 
of someone they loved – long before it would be 
expected. Lord, we bring before You today those who 
are having to go through such a tragic loss and pray 
that You would be very close to each one that is in 
mourning today over such a loss – and are perhaps 
confused or even angry that such a devastating 
occurrence has overtaken them – without any 
apparent warning. You are the God of all comfort Who 
comforts us in time of need, and we pray that for those 
that are facing such a difficult trial today. Uphold them 
we pray, and ask that You draw very close to them … 
raise up we pray, the right people to minister to them 
and to be a genuine comfort and support at this time 
of tragedy and grief. Lord, we don’t understand why 
our loved ones should suddenly be removed from us 
through a sudden, unexpected death – but Lord we 
trust You to soothe away the hurt in time – for shall 
not the God of all the earth do right…. In Jesus name, 
we pray. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER FOR DECEASED PARENTS 
O God, Who has commanded us 

to honour our father and mother, 
have compassion in Thy mercy, 

on the souls of my father and mother; 
forgive them their sins, 

and grant that I may see them 
in the joy of eternal brightness. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER VIOLENT DEATH 

Father, we bring before You those that have had the 
devastating experience of having someone close to 
them that they know and love, suffer a sudden, violent 
and needless death. Lord how we grieve for those that 
are having to experience this right now, and we pray 
that in Your grace You would look down with pity and 
mercy and meet them right at their point of need. 
Lord, you are the one Who was sent to heal the 



broken-hearted and comfort those that mourn and are 
heavy-laden. You are the One Who promised that Your 
grace is sufficient for every eventuality – even for 
those having to face the sudden and violent death of 
someone close to them. Draw near to them we pray 
and lift them up into Your arms of love and carry them 
during this time of suffering and grief for You have 
promised that underneath are Your everlasting arms. 
Lord, as we lift up in prayer those that are having to 
come to terms with the sudden and violent death of a 
loved one – we pray that You would use this tragedy to 
be the thing that starts to draw each suffering soul into 
the tender arms of their Saviour – the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in Whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 
Prayer for a deceased brother, relative or friend 

You are, O God, 
quick to pardon and desire man’s salvation. 

In Your goodness we ask You to grant our deceased 
brothers, 

relatives, and friends everlasting happiness. 
With the help of Blessed Mary ever Virgin 

and all Your saints, 
we ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER TO SAY ON THE DAY OF A PERSON’S DEATH 

O God, Whose property is always to have mercy and to 
spare, we humbly beseech Thee for the soul of Thy 
servant N…, which Thou hast this day commanded to 
depart out of this world, that Thou wouldst not deliver 
it into the hands of the enemy, nor forget it unto the 
end, but wouldst command it to be received by the 
Holy Angels, and conducted to Paradise, its true 
country; that as in Thee it hath hoped and believed, it 
may not suffer the pains of hell, but may take 
possession of eternal joys. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS FOR MOURNERS 

Lord God, 
you are attentive to the voice 

of our pleading. 
Let us find in your Son 

comfort in our sadness, 
certainty in our doubt, 

and courage to live through this hour. 
Make our faith strong 

through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
God our Father, your power brings us to birth, your 
providence guides our lives, and by your command we 
return to dust. Lord, those who die still live in Your 
presence, their lives change but do not end. I pray in 
hope for my family, relatives, and friends, and for all 

the dead known to You alone. In company with Christ, 
who died and now lives, may they rejoice in Your 
kingdom, where all our tears are wiped away. Unite us 
together again in one family, to sing Your praise 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
I commend you, my dear [name] to almighty God, and 
entrust you to your Creator. May you rest in the arms 

of the Lord who formed you from the dust of the 
earth. May holy Mary, the angels and all the saints 

welcome you now that you have gone forth from this 
life. May Christ who was crucified for you, bring you 

freedom and peace. May Christ who died for you 
admit you into his garden of paradise. May Christ, the 
true Shepherd, embrace you as one of his flock. May 
he forgive all your sins and set you among those he 

has chosen. May you see your Redeemer face to face, 
and enjoy the vision of God, forever. 

 

 
PRAYER IN SUFFERING 

O Lord, your sorrowing Mother stood by your cross; 
help us in our sorrows to share your sufferings. Like the 
seed buried in the ground, you have produced the 
harvest of eternal life for us; make us always dead to 
sin and alive to God. Shepherd of all, in death you 
remained hidden from the world; teach us to love our 
hidden spiritual life with you and the Father. In your 
role as the new Adam, you went down among the dead 
to release all the just there since the beginning; grant 
that all who are dead in sin may hear your voice and 
rise to new life. Son of the living God, you have allowed 
us through baptism to be buried with you; grant that 
we may also rise with you in baptism and walk in 
newness of life. Amen. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.   

May their souls  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace.  Amen. 
 


