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31st WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 

 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners,  
especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 
 

 

Christians who take an active part in modern socioeconomic 
development and defend justice and charity should be convinced 
that they can make a great contribution to the prosperity of 
mankind and the peace of the world. Whether they do so as 
individuals or in association, let their example be a shining one. 
After acquiring whatever skills and experience are necessary, they 
should in faithfulness to Christ and His gospel observe the right 
order of values in their earthly activities. Thus, their whole lives, 
both individual and social, will be permeated with the spirit of the 
beatitudes, notably with the spirit of poverty. 

 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 72 
 

 

GLANCING THOUGHTS: The Blood of the Lamb 
 

 

In the First Reading, the writer 
says that in heaven he saw a great 
multitude of people, all wearing 
white robes. The text explains that 
these are the people who have 
washed their clothes and made 
them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 
 

This is an odd idea, isn’t it? 
Anybody who does laundry can 
tell you that one of the hardest 
stains to get out is blood. Why 
would anybody think you could 
clean things with blood? 
 

The answer is that it depends on 
what you are trying to clean. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb 9:14) 
says that the blood of Christ can 
cleanse a conscience from dead 
works. 
 

Now, a thing that is dead just lies 
there without moving. Dead 

works are works that don’t go anywhere. But where would 
works be going except where the person who does the 
works wants them to go?

 

So, a dead work is a work that does not do what the person 
who does the work wanted to do. In Romans (Rom 7:15), 
Paul says, “I do not do what I want, but I do what I hate.” 
Is there anyone who does not understand this problem? 
Examples of it are easy to come by. Here’s one: You set out 
bravely to give up smoking, and day after day you smoke. 
 

It is not hard to see why dead works stain a conscience. 
Whose conscience would not feel stained by endless daily 
failure to do what he himself wants to do? 
 

This is what the blood of Christ cleanses us from. Scripture 
says that blood is the life of a thing (Deut 12:23). 
 

When we participate in the Eucharist, the blood of Christ 
comes into us; and so Christ’s life comes into us too. What 
we could not do on our own—because our works are dead 
and our consciences are stained—the blood, the life, the 
Spirit of Christ can do in us. 
 

When we are united with Christ through his body and 
blood in the Eucharist, our works live too through him. 
And if our works live, then our consciences are cleansed. 
And that is how the saints in heaven have made the dirty 
laundry of their lives white. 
 

There is power in the precious blood of the Lamb! 
 

 
Eleonore Stump 

 
 

 

02 November 2020. All Souls Day: Prayerful remembering 
On this day we are remembering those we have known and loved — family members and good friends. 
Indeed, the whole month of November is a time when we remember our dead in a special way. As Christians, 
our remembering of those who have died is always a prayerful remembering. We remember them before the 
Lord. Remembering our departed loved ones before the Lord, praying for them, is one of the ways we give 
expression to our ongoing communion with them in the Lord. We believe that they are with the Lord, and 
that the Lord is also with us in this life. It is that shared relationship with the Lord which keeps us in communion 
with our loved ones who have died. In praying for our loved one, we ask the Lord to bring them to the fullness 
of life, as he brought the widow’s son to life in today’s gospel. We also pray in thanksgiving for them, thanking 
God for the gift of their lives and for all the ways the Lord blessed us through them.  Let entrust our loved 
ones who have died to God. As “God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has 
been given to us,” we pray that they would experience that love to the full. 



SUNDAY READINGS – ALL SAINTS 
 

1ST READING:    REVELATION 7:2-4, 9-14 
Vast numbers were sealed with the sign of the Living God. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Revelation. 
I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the 
sun, having the seal of the living God, and he called 
with a loud voice to the four angels who had been 
given power to damage earth and sea, saying, “Do not 
damage the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have 
marked the servants of our God with a seal on their 
foreheads.” And I heard the number of those who 
were sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed 
out of every tribe of the people of Israel. 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 
branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood 
around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 
“Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that 
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
The Word of Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM       PSALM 24 

Response: Lord, these are the people that longs to see 
your face. 
 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world, and 
those who dwell in it. It is he who set it on the seas; on 
the rivers he made it firm.  
 

Response: Lord, these are the people that longs to see 
your face. 
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall 
stand in his holy place? The clean of hands and pure of 
heart, whose soul is not set on vain things.  
 

Response: Lord, these are the people that longs to see 
your face. 
 

Blessings from the Lord shall they receive and right 
reward from the God who saves them. Such are the 
people who seek him, who seek the face of the God of 
Jacob.  
 

Response: Lord, these are the people that longs to see 
your face. 
 
2ND READING:           1 JOHN 3:1-3 
The love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 
of God 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Saint John. 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should 
be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
GOSPEL:                MATTHEW 5:1-12 
The Beatitudes as guide to the Kingdom of Heaven 
 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then 
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

One of the great gifts of our Catholic tradition is 
remembrance of and prayer with the saints. The Church 
offers us an official canon, or list, of saints. On All Saints Day, 
we recall and pray with these saints. It is important to 
continue to tell these stories of saints and saintly people to 
our children so that they have ample models of people of 
faith for their own lives. 
 

Together as a family, name and tell the story of favourite 
saints. Together prepare a list of some of the traits that 
these people have in common (generosity, courage, 
prayerfulness, and so on) After preparing this list, read 
together today's Gospel, Matthew 5:1-12. Identify how the 
attitudes described in the Beatitudes are reflected in the 
lives of the saints and people you named. 
Pray together as a family a Litany of the Saints. (For 
example, the leader prays, “St. Elizabeth,” and the children 
are invited to reply, “Pray for us.”) Include in your list the 
saints and holy people you named in your discussion. 
Conclude by praying that your family will follow the 
example of these people as disciples of Jesus. 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 

First Reading 
1. “Those who would speak the truth of the storm from 
inside the centre of it cannot expect to live without being 
tossed around by winds.”*Can you think of others besides 
Oscar Romero and Dorothy Day who have suffered because 
they have spoken out for reform and who might now stand 

https://liturgy.slu.edu/AllSaints2020/reflections_osdieck.html#footnote


before the Lamb? Do you encounter resistance to the 
values of Christianity in your life? 
2. Do you find opposition or indifference to Catholic values 
of social justice? What do you do, especially when people 
are suffering because of this unconcern? What would you 
like to do? 

Second Reading 
1. In Thornton Wilder’s play, Our Town, Emily says, “Does 
anyone ever realize life while they live it. … every, every 
minute?” The stage manager responds, “No. Saints and 
poets maybe ... they do some.” Why might saints 
understand every minute of life? Can you relate it to the line 
from this reading, “The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him.”? Do the saints and poets know 
God? 
2. God is always present to us, hovering like a mother hen. 
Why does God not jump right in and save us from all the 
messes we get into? 

Gospel 
1. Moses received the ten commandments on the 
mountain. Compare and contrast this with Jesus giving the 
beatitudes in his sermon on the mount. Does Jesus define 
his own life with the beatitudes? What part of your life do 
you define with beatitudes? 
2. In recalling the beatitudes in his homily, Pope Francis 
pointed out that our Heavenly Father sows peace, always 
and only, to the point that he sent his Son into the world as 
the seed of peace. In what small or large way can you work 
for peace? Vote? Recycle? Donate food for the hungry? 
Volunteer in a shelter? Participate in a peace march? Run 
for political office to make change? 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, this is the way of holiness, and it 

is the very way of happiness. It is the way that Jesus 
travelled. Indeed, he himself is The Way: those who walk 
with him and proceed through him enter life, into eternal 

life. Let us ask the Lord for the grace to be simple and 
humble people, the grace to be able to weep, the grace to 

be meek, the grace to work for justice and peace, and 
above all the grace to let ourselves be forgiven by God so 

as to become instruments of his mercy. 
 

Holy Mass of His Holiness Pope Francis, November 1, 2015 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
This week Jesus is calling us to a deeper love of our 
neighbour. He is telling us that we need to expand the list 
of those we are to love. He is telling us to have more passion 
in our desire to love others and he is urging us to prepare 
for how we will do that. Finally, Jesus makes it clear that we 
can't try to love money or honours and at the same time 
love God. 
This is a wonderful background reflection for us this week. 
All week we can ask the Lord to help us. The quality of our 
asking will make all the difference. 
• Dear Lord, help me today when, in my busyness, I become 

self-absorbed. Help me, in my intensity, when I take things 
personally. Help me, in the burdens I bear, to give up my 
escape into self-pity. 

• Dear Lord, thank you for loving me and for showering so 
many gifts on me and my family. Help me to be more 
grateful and more generous. Today, help me to notice the 
needs of others. Help me to hear the news with more 
compassion. Help me imagine what I can do for others in 
need. I know the cost of discipleship with you will be easy 
when I remember your love. 

• Dear Lord, I am really getting it that the lure of "riches and 
honours" can easily seduce my heart. Why is it so 

tempting to like and want to be with the beautiful people, 
the "successful" people? Why do I get sucked into these 
values and these ways of valuing myself and others? Let 
me choose "simple," Lord. Let me choose "solidarity." And, 
when I resist, call me. 

These kinds of prayers, or the prayers that come to my heart 
in this or that daily situation - so simple to express to the 
Lord in 20 or 30 seconds as I walk down a hall or do any 
ordinary thing that allows me turn to God - can transform 
our days. These are words of intimacy, faith, trust, reliance. 
They acknowledge small graces and ask for bigger ones. 
They come out of a desire to grow in our relationship with 
the Lord and out of a confidence that with his grace, we can 
enjoy the blessing of being his disciples. Each night this 
week, let us give thanks. 
 

 

ANNUAL REQUIEM FOR PRIESTS – LIVESTREAM 
The Annual Requiem Mass for deceased Clergy will be 
celebrated in St Joseph’s Convent this year. The date is 12th 
November 2020 at 12 noon and the Mass will be 
livestreamed.  
It was thought that due to the fact that Tayside was now in 
Tier 3, the penultimate Tier for the prevalence of COVID 19, 
the Mass ought to be livestreamed so that only those 
nearest to the City of Dundee need come to the Mass. 
Though, not in any sense excluded from attendance at the 
celebration, it might be safer for priests if they were to 
remain at home.  In the current circumstances they would 
be able to join the celebration from the Diocesan Website 
camera by livestream. 
May I also take the opportunity to mention that the special 
Requiem, organised in St John’s Perth on November 17th for 
the Repose of the Soul of Mgr. Charles Hendry is now 
postponed to a more propitious time, as yet undecided.  
This was at the request from Mgr’s family.  Because of this, 
I have asked Deacon Charles Hendry, Mgr Charlie’s nephew, 
to preach at our annual Requiem Mass for deceased clergy 
on 12th November 2020. 
 

Prayers for Mgr. Harty 
Please may I ask you to continue your prayer for Mgr. John 
Harty.  He is in considerable pain and we must show our 
solidarity with him and his family and people in Alloa at this 
time.  We also continue to pray for Mgr. Martin Drysdale 
who retires from active ministry as Parish Priest as from the 
3rd November 2020.  We wish him joy and blessings in his 
retirement and our prayers and good wishes go with him.  
 

 

ROSARY 
PRAYER in 

NOVEMBER 
2020 

 

In the month of 
November after 
weekly Masses 

we will recite the 
Rosary Prayer for 
intentions of our 

deceased. 
 

May the Rosaries 
be also a defence 

for our peoples 
from the snares, 

traps, and 
entanglements of 

the devil. 



LITANY TO ALL SAINTS 
Lord, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us.  
Christ, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us.   Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

God, the Father of Heaven,  have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit,   have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God,   have mercy on us. 
 

Holy Mary,   pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God,  pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of Virgins,  pray for us. 

 

St. Michael,   pray for us. 
St. Gabriel,   pray for us. 
St. Raphael,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Angels and Archangels, pray for us. 
 

St. John the Baptist,  pray for us. 
St. Joseph,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Patriarchs and Prophets, pray for us. 
 

St. Peter,   pray for us. 
St. Paul,   pray for us. 
St. Andrew,   pray for us. 
St. James,   pray for us. 
St. John,   pray for us. 
St. Thomas,   pray for us. 
St. James,   pray for us. 
St. Philip,   pray for us. 
St. Bartholomew,  pray for us. 
St. Matthew,   pray for us. 
St. Simon,   pray for us. 
St. Jude,   pray for us. 
St. Matthias,   pray for us. 
St. Barnabas,   pray for us. 
St. Luke,   pray for us. 
St. Mark,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Apostles and Evangelists, pray for us. 
All you Holy Disciples of the Lord, pray for us. 
All you Holy Innocents,   pray for us. 
 

St. Stephen,   pray for us. 
St. Lawrence,   pray for us. 
St. Vincent,   pray for us. 
St. Fabian and Sebastian,  pray for us. 
St. John and Paul,  pray for us. 
St. Cosmas and Damian,  pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Martyrs, pray for us. 
 

St. Sylvester,   pray for us. 
St. Gregory,   pray for us. 
St. Ambrose,   pray for us. 
St. Augustine,   pray for us. 
St. Jerome,   pray for us. 
St. Martin,   pray for us. 
St. Nicholas,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Bishops and Confessors,  pray for us. 
All you Holy Doctors,    pray for us. 
 

St. Anthony,   pray for us. 
St. Benedict,   pray for us. 
St. Bernard,   pray for us. 
St. Dominic,   pray for us. 
St. Francis,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Priests and Levites,  pray for us. 
All you Holy Monks and Hermits,  pray for us. 
 

St. Mary Magdalene,  pray for us. 
St. Aatha,   pray for us. 
St. Lucy,   pray for us. 
St. Agnes,   pray for us. 
St. Cecilia,   pray for us. 
St. Anastasia,   pray for us. 
St. Catherine,   pray for us. 
St. Clare,   pray for us. 

 

All you Holy Virgins and Widows,  pray for us. 
All you Holy Saints of God,   pray for us. 
 

Lord, be merciful,   Lord, save your people. 
From all evil,    Lord, save your people. 
From all sin,   Lord, save your people. 
From your wrath,  Lord, save your people. 
From a sudden and unprovided death, Lord, save your…  
From the snares of the devil,     Lord, save your people. 
From anger, hatred and all ill-will,  Lord, save your people. 
From the spirit of uncleanness,     Lord, save your people. 
From lightning and tempest,     Lord, save your people. 
From the scourge of earthquake,   Lord, save your people. 
From plague, famine and war,     Lord, save your people. 
From everlasting death,      Lord, save your people. 
 

By the mystery of your Holy Incarnation, Lord, save your… 
By Your Coming,      Lord, save your people. 
By Your Birth,       Lord, save your people. 
By Your Baptism and Holy Fasting, Lord, save your people. 
By Your Cross and Passion,     Lord, save your people. 
By Your Death and Burial,     Lord, save your people. 
By Your Holy Resurrection,     Lord, save your people. 
By Your wonderful Ascension,     Lord, save your people. 
By the coming of the Holy Spirit,    Lord, save your people. 
On the Day of Judgment,     Lord, save your people. 
 

Be merciful to us sinners,     Lord, hear our prayer. 
That you will spare us,       Lord, hear our prayer. 
That you will pardon us,      Lord, hear our prayer. 
That it may please you to bring us to true penance, Lord… 
 

Guide and protect your holy Church, Lord, hear our prayer. 
Preserve in holy religion the Pope, and all those in holy 
Orders,        Lord, hear our prayer. 
Humble the enemies of holy Church, Lord, hear our … 
Give peace and unity to the whole Christian people, Lord… 
Bring back to the unity of the Church all those who are 
straying and bring all unbelievers to the light of the 
Gospel,        Lord, hear our prayer. 
Strengthen and preserve us in your holy service,     Lord…  
Raise our minds to desire the things of heaven,      Lord… 
Reward all our benefactors with eternal blessings, Lord… 
Deliver our souls from eternal damnation, and the souls of 
our brethren, relatives, and benefactors, Lord, hear our… 
Give and preserve the fruits of the earth, Lord, hear our… 
Grant eternal rest to all the faithful departed, Lord, hear…  
 

That it may please You to hear and heed us, Jesus, Son of 
the Living God,       Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
 spare us, O Lord! 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
 graciously hear us, O Lord! 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, hear us,   Christ, graciously hear us. 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer,        Lord Jesus, hear our prayer 
Lord, have mercy on us,  Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us,  Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us Lord,  have mercy on us. 
 


