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During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners,  
especially those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE INNERMOST TRUTH 
The god that we make of power, the domination of others and the exercise of control over their 
lives, is a false god. The god that we make of possessions, the accumulation of wealth far beyond 
that required for a dignified life, is a false god. The god that we make of pleasure and comfort, 
soothing our senses with physical satisfaction and enjoyment, is a false god. The god that we 
make of security, lulling us to sleep in the midst of a world filled with chaos and turmoil, is a false 
god. “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s but give to God what is God’s.” What is God’s is the only 
place of God, and so we “give the Lord glory and honour. We who belong to God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ know that all the gods of the nations are things of naught,” and so we reject 
the false gods of power, possessions, pleasure, and security. We place all our hope in the 

“almighty and ever-living God” who is “our source of power and inspiration.” 
 

Since it has been entrusted to the Church to reveal the mystery of God, who is the ultimate goal of humans,  
it opens up to us at the same time the meaning of our own existence, that is, the innermost truth about ourselves.  

The Church truly knows that only God, whom it serves, meets the deepest longings of the human heart,  
which is never fully satisfied by what this world has to offer. 

 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965:41 
 

 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2020 
 

 

Here am I, send me (Is 6:8) 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I wish to express my gratitude to God 
for the commitment with which the 
Church throughout the world carried 
out the Extraordinary Missionary 
Month last October.  
 

I am convinced that it stimulated 
missionary conversion in many communities on the path 
indicated by the theme: “Baptized and Sent: The Church 
of Christ on Mission in the World”. 
 

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges 
created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey 
of the whole Church continues in light of the words found 
in the account of the calling of the prophet Isaiah: “Here 
am I, send me” (6:8). This is the ever-new response to the 
Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” (ibid.). This 
invitation from God’s merciful heart challenges both the 
Church and humanity as a whole in the current world 
crisis. “Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught off 
guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have 
realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and 
disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, 
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of 
comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like 
those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, 
saying ‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we too have realized 
that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only 
together can we do this” (Meditation in Saint Peter’s 
Square, 27 March 2020). We are indeed frightened, 
disoriented, and afraid. Pain and death make us 
experience our human frailty, but at the same time remind 
us of our deep desire for life and liberation from evil. In 
this context, the call to mission, the invitation to step out 

of ourselves for love of God and neighbour presents itself 
as an opportunity for sharing, service and intercessory 
prayer. The mission that God entrusts to each one of us 
leads us from fear and introspection to a renewed 
realization that we find ourselves precisely when we give 
ourselves to others. 
 

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is 
fully accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his 
love is for each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He 
asks us to be personally willing to be sent, because he 
himself is Love, love that is always “on mission”, always 
reaching out in order to give life. Out of his love for us, God 
the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16). Jesus is the 
Father’s Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total 
obedience to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-
30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified and risen for us, draws 
us in turn into his mission of love, and with his Spirit which 
enlivens the Church, he makes us his disciples and sends 
us on a mission to the world and to its peoples. 
 

“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a 
programme, an enterprise to be carried out by sheer force 
of will. It is Christ who makes the Church go out of herself. 
In the mission of evangelization, you move because the 
Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you” (Senza di Lui non 
possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel mondo. 
Una conversazione con Gianni Valente, Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). God always loves us 
first and with this love comes to us and calls us. Our 
personal vocation comes from the fact that we are sons 
and daughters of God in the Church, his family, brothers 
and sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us. All, 
however, have a human dignity founded on the divine 
invitation to be children of God and to become, in the 
sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, what 
they have always been in the heart of God. 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html


Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation 
to this gift of self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, will 
blossom as a response of love in marriage or in virginity 
for the kingdom of God. Human life is born of the love of 
God, grows in love and tends towards love. No one is 
excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of 
Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered sin and death 
(cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil – even sin – becomes a 
challenge to respond with even greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-
48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy 
heals our wounded humanity and is poured out upon the 
whole universe. The Church, the universal sacrament of 
God’s love for the world, continues the mission of Jesus in 
history and sends us everywhere so that, through our 
witness of faith and the proclamation of the Gospel, God 
may continue to manifest his love and in this way touch 
and transform hearts, minds, bodies, societies and 
cultures in every place and time. 
 

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet 
we discern this call only when we have a personal 
relationship of love with Jesus present in his Church.  

 

Let us ask ourselves: are we prepared to welcome the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call 
to mission, whether in our life as married couples or as 
consecrated persons or those called to the ordained 
ministry, and in all the everyday events of life? Are we 
willing to be sent forth at any time or place to witness to 
our faith in God the merciful Father, to proclaim the 
Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, to share the divine life 
of the Holy Spirit by building up the Church? Are we, like 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ready to be completely at the 
service of God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)?  

 

This interior openness is essential if we are to say to God: 
“Here am I, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the 
abstract, but in this chapter of the life of the Church and 
of history. 
 

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of 
pandemic also represents a challenge for the Church’s 
mission. Illness, suffering, fear, and isolation challenge us. 
The poverty of those who die alone, the abandoned, those 
who have lost their jobs and income, the homeless and 
those who lack food challenge us. Being forced to observe 
social distancing and to stay at home invites us to 
rediscover that we need social relationships as well as our 
communal relationship with God.  

Far from increasing mistrust and indifference, this 
situation should make us even more attentive to our way 
of relating to others. And prayer, in which God touches 
and moves our hearts, should make us ever more open to 
the need of our brothers and sisters for dignity and 
freedom, as well as our responsibility to care for all 
creation. The impossibility of gathering as a Church to 
celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share the experience 
of the many Christian communities that cannot celebrate 
Mass every Sunday. In all of this, God’s question: “Whom 
shall I send?” is addressed once more to us and awaits a 
generous and convincing response: “Here am I, send me!” 
(Is 6:8). God continues to look for those whom he can 
send forth into the world and to the nations to bear 
witness to his love, his deliverance from sin and death, his 
liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12). 
 

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion 
for reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material 
help of your offerings are so many opportunities to 
participate actively in the mission of Jesus in his Church. 
The charity expressed in the collections that take place 
during the liturgical celebrations of the third Sunday of 
October is aimed at supporting the missionary work 
carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, 
in order to meet the spiritual and material needs of 
peoples and Churches throughout the world, for the 
salvation of all. 
 

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization 
and Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her 
Son Jesus, continue to intercede for us and sustain us. 
 

 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020,  

Solemnity of Pentecost 
 

Franciscus 
 

 
 

REGARDING THE SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS YEAR 
As you know the Bishops Conference had decided that there would be no special collections during this year because of the pandemic emergency. 

 

For the Missio Fund, for convenience sake, we have put a new donation button on the Diocesan Website. In 
addition, the Missio website also has another new system for donations directly to Missio. 

 

Further, for those who wish to donate to Missio after Mass, and who have no access to the Internet, it might 
be helpful: we leave a basket at the back of the church, as is usual for the Sunday offertory collections. 

 

As we all know, donations to charities are well down everywhere, but the Missions have such an important 
draw on our charity that we cannot let the month of mission go by unheeded. Thank you. 

 

 
 

Internet October 2020 Holy Mass registration is available on our Parish website: 
https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass  

Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 
For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 

 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION: As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection 
basket, it has been placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your 
generosity.  

 
 

 

We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us. 
Please email to let me know which Mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
FIRST READING              ISAIAH 45:1, 4-6 
Providence appointed king Cyrus to liberate Israel from the exile in 
Babylon 

 
A Reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah. 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip 
kings of their robes, to open doors before him, and the 
gates shall not be closed: 
 

“For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not 
know me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me 
there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so 
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the 
west, that there is no one besides me. I am the Lord, and 
there is no other.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM          PSALM 95:1, 3-5, 7-10 
 

R./: Give the Lord glory and honour 
O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory and his wonders among all 
the peoples.  
 

R./: Give the Lord glory and honour 
The Lord is great and worthy of praise, to be feared above 
all gods; the gods of the heathens are naught. It was the 
Lord who made the heavens.  
 

R./: Give the Lord glory and honour 
Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord glory 
and power, give the Lord the glory of his name. Bring an 
offering and enter his courts.  
 

R./: Give the Lord glory and honour 
Worship the Lord in his temple, O earth, tremble before 
him. Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king,’ He will judge the 
peoples in fairness.  

 
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
Paul assures his readers that he prays for them and is glad for their zeal 
as converts 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of St Paul to Thessalonians. 
Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and 
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he 
has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came 
to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind 
of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
ALLELUIA           PHIL 2:15D, 16A 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Shine like lights in the world as you hold on to the word of life. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia 

GOSPEL               MATTHEW 22:15-21 
Jesus refused to be drawn into a sterile argument, about paying taxes to 
Caesar 

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint 
Matthew. 
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he 
said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 
with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
 

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting 
me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for 
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They 
answered, “The emperors.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that belong to him, and 
to God what belongs to God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 

First Reading 
1. Cyrus was a Gentile, yet he permitted the Israelites to 
return from captivity in Babylon to their homeland. Which 
people in the last hundred and fifty years have broken down 
the walls of prejudice and freed oppressed peoples? Were 
they all Christian? Do you think God chose them? Has God 
ever chosen you? If so, were you aware of it? 
2. Could God be “grasping the right hand” of scientists 
“though they know him not,” who are trying to find cures 
for the pandemic and solutions for the global warming 
crisis, and of activists trying to stop racial injustice?  

 

Second Reading 
St. Paul says, “For our Gospel did not come to you in word 
alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
much conviction.” What is more important: thinking about 
the word or acting upon it? Where does the power to act 
come from? 

Gospel 
Pope Francis says Caesar’s image is on the coin, but we are 
all created in the image and likeness of God. To whom do 
we all ultimately belong? How would a Christian illuminate 
the world’s human and social problems with the Light of the 
Holy Spirit? 
 

 
 

GETTING READY TO PRAY 
At which altar do we worship? In the history of the human 
race there have been many altars to many gods and 
goddesses. Some of these holy places represent humans 
forming likenesses of superhuman beings. Some, like 
mountains and rivers, show nature reflecting force and 
supremacy. 
 

In preparation for the Eucharist, we are encouraged to pray 
with the faith which leads us to worship, adore and petition 
the God who has been revealed through the covenants and 
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We can 
pray with the attractiveness which false gods have for us. 
We may pray as well with the attractiveness which Jesus has 
for us. 
 

We pray also with the call from God, the invitation, which 
extends through our entire span of days to which we have 
responded. In this way we are praying with the history of 
our coming to know, to love, and to serve this one God with 
more than lip-service. 

 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2?15


FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds us of the necessity of giving 
things their proper importance. Read Matthew 22:15-21. 
The Herodians and Pharisees were giving too much 
importance to the issue of the payment of taxes. Jesus 
reminds them that loving and honouring God is of greater 
importance. In family life we do many important things, but 
we remember that God is of the greatest importance in our 
lives.  

 
 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
As Jesus continues to head toward Jerusalem in 
this week’s readings, it can be easy to pray if we 
can focus. For simple thoughts and feelings to 
make their way into the background of our 
reflections this week we have to make a 
conscious choice to do it. Once we choose to let 
ourselves be reflective in this way, we can let 
this week’s readings into our consciousness. 

 

It becomes real when I realize that I am on the road with 
Jesus to Jerusalem in my life. I can sense the resistance in 
me to face all that it means. I resist the call to greatness that 
Jesus offers – to be a servant for others. Greed can take a 
serious role in my life – unconscious, of course, but once I 
experience how many things I “want,” I’ll sense the role of 
greed within me. I see the potential for my fruitfully 
connecting with my Lord throughout this busy week when I 
hear the call to be “vigilant” and to be aware of the “signs” 
of times today. Some days we can begin our days like 
getting on a treadmill and going all day. If I’m only attentive 
to what is immediately in front of me, I start to lose 
perspective.  
 

With reflection, I can see the “big picture” again and why 
I’m here and for whom I am responsible. Sometimes I’ll 
have the courage not to be a “peace at all costs” person, but 
will actually take steps, say things, come together with 
others to “set the earth on fire.” 
 

Finally, perhaps this week I can simply get back in touch 
with being “called” and respond in a dozen simple ways, to 
thank the Lord for calling me and asking for the grace to be 
faithful.  
 

 

Dear Lord, sometimes I can be so dense. Thanks so much 
for getting through to me now and again. When I “get it,” 
it seems that I want to be your disciple with every ounce of 

being within me. I really get the “fire” image you use. At 
other times, all I see is my needs and the ways I seem to be 

unfulfilled or falling short in some way.  
 

Release me from myself, that I might be free to give myself 
to my brothers and sisters who need my love and care.  
Then, I’ll follow you into the toughest of situations with 

courage and hope. 
 
 

 

 

ROSARY PRAYER in OCTOBER 2020 
 

October is traditionally the month 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. 
After weekly Masses we will recite 
the Rosary Prayer.  
 

May the Rosaries be a defence for 
our peoples from the snares, traps, 
and entanglements of the devil. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION: As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round 
the church collection basket, it has been placed on the table at the back of the church for 
your donations. Thank you for your generosity.  


