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28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 

 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

THE WEDDING BANQUET 
The kingdom has been prepared, and it is coming. Jesus likened it to a wedding banquet to which the invited 
guests are summoned. Of course, there are some who refuse to come. They prefer to remain mired in their 
oppressive attitudes, their discriminatory relationships with others, their violent approach to solving social 
problems. They prefer revenge to forgiveness. They prefer the superiority of some to the equality of all. They see 
victimization and blame the victims. They are the invited guests who are unfit to come. 
 

There are those others, however, whose love for God expresses itself in eagerness to do good for others. They are 
the ones who “live in the house of the Lord,” preferring love, forgiveness, and equality. They will welcome the 
coming of the kingdom with the cry: “let us rejoice and be glad that God has saved us!” 
 

Christians cannot yearn for anything more ardently than to serve the men of the modern world ever more 
generously and effectively. Therefore, holding faithfully to the gospel and benefiting from its resources, and 

united with every man who loves and practices justice, Christians have shouldered a gigantic task demanding 
fulfilment in this world. Concerning this task, they must give a reckoning to him who will judge every [person] on 

the last day. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (1) 93 
 

 

BISHOPS’ OF SCOTLAND: MESSAGE TO CLERGY AND PEOPLE: “LET US NOT GROW TIRED OF DOING GOOD” (GAL 6:9) 
 

 

 

Dear Brother Priests, Deacons and  
People of Scotland, 

 

The Covid-19 Pandemic has presented the Church with 
unprecedented challenges. It has brought about the 
temporary closure of Churches and, following the 
resumption of public worship, the introduction of 
rigorous health and safety measures to prevent 
transmission of the virus.  
 

Since the resumption of public worship our parishes 
have been meticulous in controlling infection and 
ensuring the safety of all those who cross the threshold 
of a Catholic church. The Bishops wish to commend the 
work and cooperation of priests, parishioners and volunteers 
whose extraordinary efforts have ensured that Catholic churches 
are among the safest places for people to attend in the midst of 
this Pandemic.  
 

However, we are now at a fragile point. The rate of Covid-19 
infections is on the rise across Scotland and public anxiety is 
increasing. At this critical moment, we ask that we all persevere 
in our efforts to reduce the risk of transmission and to ensure 
that our parishes and communities adhere to all infection control 
measures that have been put in place. 

 

Our discussions with the Scottish Government assure 
us that Government is aware of our extremely careful 
protocols and trusts us to see to our public worship 
and parish life with the discretion of responsible 
citizens. We, for our part, assure Government that we 
are employing this discretion for the good of public 
health in accordance with the law.  
 

On that basis, we have every confidence that, if 
parishes continue these high standards, public 
worship and parish life can carry on and we will 
continue to attend to the spiritual welfare of the 
nation.  
 

From long experience of plagues and disasters, the Church 
knows how the want of prayer and faith can do great harm to 
the spiritual wellbeing of nations, and how our public worship 
- owed to God - can bring His special divine assistance in times 
of national trouble.  
 

Now, more than ever, our church doors need to be open, and 
consolidating our hard work to date will ensure this blessing 
for ourselves and for our country.  
 

+ The Bishops of the Eight Catholic Dioceses of Scotland 
 
 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH  
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access. 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of uncertainty, 
with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of physical distancing guidelines, our capacity 
is limited. To ensure everyone could be present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass 
in person safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you are in a high-risk 
group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a germ-free environment, we are taking steps 
to help prevent transmission of CIVID-19. Everyone over the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use 
the hand sanitiser provided before entering the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

Internet October 2020 Holy Mass registration is available on our Parish website: 
https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass  

Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 
For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 

 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION: As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, 
it has been placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.  

 
 

 

We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us.  
Please email to let me know which Mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
FIRST READING         (Isaiah 25:6-10) 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food 
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And 
he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over 
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe 
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 
he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on this 
mountain. 
 

The Word of God. 
 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM     (Psalm 23) 
 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh 
and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near 
restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name, If 
I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would, I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you 
give me comfort.  
 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of 
my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and 
ever.  
 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

 
SECOND READING        (4:12-14, 19-20) 
 

A Reading from the letter of saint Paul to Philippians.  

I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the 
secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having 
plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. In any case, it was kind of you to share 
my distress. And my God will fully satisfy every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our 
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
The Word of God. 
 

 
GOSPEL         (22:1-14) 
 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had 
been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But 
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 
another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. 
 

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 
Go therefore into the main streets and invite everyone you 
find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into 
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good 
and bad; so, the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But 
when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

First Reading 
1. How can a feast––juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines–
–be a sacramental vision of the universe? Does banquet 
imagery describe well the fullness of life in the presence of 
God? 
2. “He will destroy … the web that is woven over all nations.” 
What are the “webs” over all nations today that God will 
destroy? And in doing so will God wipe tears from every 
face? Are the pandemic, racial injustice, and the climate 
crisis webs over all nations? 
 

Second Reading 
1. Will the Lord ever test you beyond your capacity? Will he 
always be with you? When difficulties arise in daily life do 
you remember Paul’s words, “I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me”? 
2. The readings show God bestowing gifts on us without 
measure. Do you “measure” when you give? How could you 
be a little freer? 
 

Gospel 
1. Besides answering God’s invitation to the feast, what is 
expected of us? Are we the guests or are we also the ones 
doing the inviting? How does this banquet not only sustain 
life but also transfigure it? 
2. Before he was the Pope, Cardinal Bergoglio gave the 
three-minute speech below. The Cardinals at the Conclave 
started thinking seriously about electing him. How does his 
speech relate to today’s Gospel, “Go out therefore, into the 
main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.” 
Which “existential peripheries … of injustice, ignorance, all 
misery” that the Pope mentions, would you like to see the 
Church travel in, or to travel there yourself and invite 
people? 
 

The Church is called to come out of herself and to go to the 
peripheries, not only in the geographical sense but also to 
go to the existential peripheries: those of the mysteries of 

sin, of pain, of injustice, of ignorance and of religious 
indifference, of thought, of all misery.” 

 

Pope Francis 
 

 

  
 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Gospel Reading      Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that God invites all of us to his 
kingdom. How do we respond to this invitation? In 
theological terms, God has granted us free will to accept or 
reject salvation. The parable of the wedding feast reminds 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/100817.cfm


us that God desires our wholehearted acceptance of his 
invitation to salvation. Read Matthew 22:1-14. Discuss why 
the guest was thrown out of the wedding feast. What does 
Jesus expect of those who accept his invitation of salvation? 
What would be the evidence of our conversion to God’s 
salvation? Pray together as a family that you will respond 
wholeheartedly to God’s invitation to salvation. Pray 
together today’s psalm, Psalm 23. 
 

 

"THE EUCHARIST IS MY HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN." 
 

Yesterday, Saturday 10 October, 
the beatification ceremony of the 
young CARLO ACUTIS took place in 
Assisi, presided over by Cardinal 
Agostino Vallini. 

 

 

This young man, who lived a short 
but intense life, a man indicated by 
the Pope as a model for young 
people in his Apostolic Exhortation 
Christus Vivit, and proposed by 
many as the "Patron of the 

Internet" for his computer skills, has prayer groups named 
after him all over the world and many are the catechists, 
educators and priests themselves who are fascinated by the 
life of this young man. 
 

Carlo Acutis came from a prominent family, used to a life of 
ease. His grandmothers were noble, he was used to seeing 
beautiful houses, beautiful places. Still, he was extremely 
simple. “Two pairs of shoes were too many for him. It was 
necessary to help the poor, he wanted to save to help 
everyone, for Carlo it was useless to have so many things. 
He was down-to-basics, essential. For these reasons he 
loved St. Francis,” his mother always testified. 
 

The bond with Assisi became even closer after his death. He 
was beatified in the city of San Francesco and his body, 
which has remained intact, will remain on display for 
veneration until next October 17. 
 

Born in London in 1991, where his parents had moved for 
work reasons, he died on 12 October 2006 in Monza, due 
to leukaemia, which he faced with serenity and offering to 
suffer for the Pope and the Church. He was marked by 
profound piety from an early age, made his First 
Communion, with special permission, at the age of seven.  

 

A teenager with daily Mass and Rosary, he developed a love 
that was very much alive for the saints and for the Eucharist.  

 

Rich in human talents, he was good at sports and very gifted 
in computer science, so much so that, as a teenager, he 
created a digital exhibition on Eucharistic miracles that one 
can still find online.  
 

Growing up in a multi-ethnic neighbourhood, he was able 
to make friends with Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims. With 
them, as with his classmates, he never concealed his choice 
of faith. 
 

Some of his mottos are known and meaningful: 
"Not me, but God", "We are all born original, many dies as 
photocopies." "The Eucharist is my highway to Heaven." 
"If people understood the importance of Eucharist there 
would be churches so crowded that one be able to enter." 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
On Sunday we hear of the King who invited many to his 
son's banquet, but the invitation was rejected. This might 
be a good place for us to begin our prayers this week, 
pondering the invitation from Jesus in our lives. 
 

Whether or not we have a clear picture of where we are being 
called by Jesus, we can feel the invitation, the call to our 

hearts, in the silence. We can take just a few 
minutes each morning as we awaken to sit by 
the side of the bed and open our hands and 
hearts and pray, "Jesus, in this quiet moment, I 
feel my heart being drawn to you. Help me to 
see where you are calling me this day." 
 

We can repeat this small prayer on our way to 
work, taking our children to school and walking 
to the store. "I know you are in my heart, Jesus. I know you 
are calling me this day, but my heart is not always open to 
listen. Help me to answer your call today. At the end of this 
day, help me to be joyful in answering your call through 
those in my life." 
 

So many of the stories this week are clashes between Jesus 
and the Pharisees. We can ask ourselves: Where in my life 
do I worry more about appearances than I worry about the 
poor who are in front of me? Who are "the poor" in my life? 
Who are the outcasts, the unpopular or the rejected people 
I see each day? How can I minister to those people and be 
a leaven in this world? 
 

At the end of each day this week, we can be grateful for the 
many opportunities we were given to follow along with 
Jesus. We can ask the Holy Spirit to help us see the 
invitation in our lives every day and ask for the clarity to 
recognize "the poor."  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK PRIESTS 
Mgr. John Harty: Please pray for 
Mgr John. He has now had several 
hospital appointments and asks for 
your prayers.  He is in quite a lot of 
pain and discomfort in his legs, back 
and chest. He has been back to the 
hospital at Forth Valley again today. 
Our Lady of Lourdes pray for him. 
 
 

Mgr. Basil O’Sullivan:  Mgr. Basil 
continues to improve after his 
accident and is now back at his 
pastoral duties.  Please continue to 
pray for him, that the Lord continues 
to keep him in good health.  
 
 

Mgr. Martin 
Drysdale: Mgr. 

Martin will retire around the end of 
October. He has served the Diocese 
of Dunkeld for very many years. Let 
us all thank him for his pastoral 
service and priestly fraternity and 
pray for him. Ad multos annos!  
 

 

ROSARY PRAYER OCTOBER 2020 
 

October is traditionally the month dedicated to Our Lady of 
the Rosary. After weekly Masses we will recite the Rosary 
Prayer. May the Rosaries be a defence for our peoples from 
the snares, traps, and entanglements of the devil. 
 

 

‘IN GOD’S IMAGE’ 
The Bishops wish to seek views on the next edition of ‘In God’s 
Image’, due for publication in June 2021. This process of seeking 
views will continue until 30th November 2020. While the Bishops 
are keen to invite a response from members of each DSAG & 
DRAMT, they would be most grateful if this invitation could be 
shared and extended also to clergy and laity in all parishes. This 
information will be added to the Diocesan website and social 
media platforms. The Bishops Conference would also ask the 
laity to contribute their suggestions on ‘In God’s Image invite by 
using this form https://bit.ly/3cuTsnP. 
 
 



STARTUP STIRLING FOODBANK 
 

  

Hello everyone, I hope 
you are all keeping 
well and managing in 

these constantly changing times. 
  

I would like to update you on the 
situation at Start up Stirling Foodbank. 
  

During the months of April and May at 
the start of Lockdown the need for 
support throughout the whole of 
Stirling District was up by 100 per cent 
from the same time last year. It has 
since settled down but with an 
increase currently running at approx. 
25per cent. 
  

It is anticipated that when the 
Furlough Scheme ceases at the end of 
October, there will be a further 
increasing need for food for those who 
have considerably reduced income and 
those who have lost their job due to 
this Pandemic. 
  

The Co-op still have a donations box 
which is emptied on a regular basis but 
due to the number of households now 
ordering food online/home delivery, 
donations from the public to the Food 
Bank via Supermarkets are adversely 
affected. 
  

If you are in a position to make either 
a donation of food or money that 
would be of great benefit to those 

people in the Stirling District 
Community who are seriously affected 
in these most difficult of times. 
  

One off Donations or regular Direct 
Debits can be made using the Startup 
Stirling website (startupstirling.org.uk) or 
you can send a cheque to Start Up Stirling, 
16B Whitehouse Road, Stirling FK7 7SP. 
  

As it is difficult to take cash/cheque 
donations after Mass on Sundays, and 
if that is your preferred option, then 
please ring me on 01877 330394 when 
I can collect your donation and deliver 
it to the Start Up Stirling Office. 
  

Thank you. 
Helen

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Internet October 2020  
Holy Mass registration  

is available on our Parish website: 
 

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-
19/returning-to-mass 

 
Online registration is preferable to 

process it immediately.  

 

THE HOLY FATHER 
 

The Roman Pontiff,  
as the successor of Peter,  

is the perpetual and visible principle 
and foundation of unity of both  
the bishops and of the faithful.  

Lumen Gentium, 23 
 

 

LAUDATO SI 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/ 
papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 
 

FRATELLI TUTTI (Pope Francis’ a new encyclical letter) 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/ 
papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

 


