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26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

GOD'S JUSTICE 
Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard of their father. One said he would do so, 
but he did not. The other said he would not, but he did. It was this second son who did 
what the father wanted. 
God, our Father, invites us all to work in the vineyard, preparing the world for the 
coming of the kingdom. Some of us talk about the work that needs to be done, calling 
attention to the social ills that divide us: the poverty and hunger, the discrimination 
and oppression, the militarism and war. 
Others of us do something about these problems: challenging the systems that 
produce poverty and hunger, struggling to overcome discrimination and oppression, 
agitating for peace and an end to militarism. 

The challenge of Jesus Christ is to look to others’ interests rather than only to one’s own. It is to look beyond 
one’s small world, which may be filled with satisfaction and fulfilment, to look out into that world where people 
suffer and die. And it is to go beyond talk and become involved in action for the transformation of the world. 
 

Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard of their father. One of them did what the father wanted. 
It is not enough to recall principles, to state intentions, to point to crying injustices and utter prophetic 

denunciations; these words will lack real weight unless they are accompanied for each individual by a livelier 
awareness of personal responsibility and by effective action. 

Pope Paul VI, Octagesimo Adveniens, 1971: 48 
 

 

GROW + GO THAT IS GETTING READY TO BE EVANGELIZING DISCIPLE  
 

 
Last week, we introduced Grow+Go, content designed to help 
parishioners understand what it means to be an evangelizing 

disciple of Christ. Using the Sunday Scriptures as the basis for 
reflection, Grow+Go offers insight into how we can all more 
fully GROW as disciples and then GO evangelize, fulfilling 
Christ's Great Commission to "Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). The 
concept behind the weekly series is to make discipleship and 
evangelization simple, concrete, and relatable.  
 

Look for Grow+Go on our parish website. 

 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH  
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access 

 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of uncertainty, 
with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of physical distancing 
guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be present at Holy Mass places will 
be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person safely. To do so, we are following 
government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to 
continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help 
prevent transmission of CIVID-19.  Everyone over the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE 
MUST use the hand sanitiser provided before entering the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

Internet October 2020 Holy Mass registration will be available on our Parish website on 28/09/2020. 
https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass  

Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 
For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 

 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION:  
As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, it has been placed 

on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.  
 

 

We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us. 
Please email to let me know which Mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
FIRST READING:            Ezekiel 18:25-28 
God deals justly with us, forgiving the sinner who repents and rewarding 
those who persevere 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You object, 
“What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House of Israel: is what 
I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? When the upright 
man renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies because of 
this, he dies because of the evil that he himself has committed. 
When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and 
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to renounce all his 
previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:                Psalm 24:4-9 
 

Response: Remember your mercy Lord 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make 
me walk in your truth and teach me: for you are God my Saviour. 
 

Response: Remember your mercy Lord 
 

Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from 
of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth. In your love 
remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. 
 

Response: Remember your mercy Lord 
 

The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who 
stray, He guides the humble in the right path, He teaches his way 
to the poor. 
 

SECOND READING:        Philippians 2:1-11 
Unity depends on Christians imitating the humility of Christ who became 
obedient unto death 
 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at 
all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your 
love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That is the 
one thing which would make me completely happy. There must 
be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be 
self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be better than 
yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first, but 
everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your 
minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: 
His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and 
became as men are; and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above 
all other names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in 
the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and 
that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 
 

ALLELUIA 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they 
follow me. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL:        Matthew 21:28-32 
The parable of the two sons reminds us that good actions speak louder 
than fine words 
 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is 
your opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the first, 
“My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, 
“I will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. The 
man then went and said the same thing to the second who 
answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two did 
the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell 
you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a 
pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and 
yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, 
you refused to think better of it and believe in him.’ 
 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Gospel Reading       Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus poses a question to the chief priests and elders on the meaning of 
obedience. 
 

The example Jesus poses in today’s Gospel could have been taken 
directly from family experience. Each of us can recall instances in 
which family members spoke one thing but then did another. The 
point of Jesus’ story is to show that our actions speak louder than 
words, even with God. As you gather as a family, talk about times 
when a family member said one thing and then did another. 
Acknowledge that sometimes the action taken displays a true 
change of heart. Then read today’s Gospel, Matthew 21:28-32. 
Observe that Jesus faulted the religious leaders for not allowing 
John the Baptist’s message of repentance to change their hearts 
and actions. The word we sometimes use for this change of heart 
is conversion. Jesus wants us to do more than pay lip service to 
the Gospel; he wants us to be transformed by his word.  
Pray together that your family will experience a conversion to 
God and show evidence of this in both actions and words. Pray 
together today’s second reading, Philippians 2:1-5. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
A regular way of reporting some important news today is to cite 
the source: "according to a highly placed government official," 
even when the source is anonymous. We give the story credibility 
if it seems to come from an authoritative source, deserving 
credibility. Jesus tells us clearly that the source of his message and 
his power is God, the Father, himself. 
This week we can experience intimacy with God in the midst of 
our busy lives if we take brief moments throughout our day, every 
day, to let the connection between God and us become 
conscious. We forget who we are. We get distracted by the world 
around us, even with things that are our duty, or commitment. To 
become more conscious of the presence of God with us in our 
busy days takes some practice. It is a matter of desire and choice. 
If we desire it, we will choose it. And it takes a "method." 
This week we can wake each morning and let our first thoughts 
turn to our Lord and our relationship. "Good morning, Lord. 
Thank you for letting me be your disciple today. Help me to 
relate to you throughout this day. With your love, help me to be 
freer and more grateful, in the midst of the anxiety and tension 
I experience today." That takes less than 30 seconds to say. We 
might object, saying "I am just barely awake when I wake up. How 
am I supposed to think this clearly immediately?" It just takes 
practice. The point is not to focus on the words, but on the 
relationship that frames our day. Then, in the shower, while 
getting dressed, getting to work, and at a dozen in between times 
throughout the day and evening, we can re-connect consciously, 
in and ongoing conversation - 20 or 30 seconds at a time. 
"Be with me in this next challenge, Lord. I often lose my temper 
here. I can get fairly impatient at this time. I get hooked and slip 
into judgment and anger. Stay with me and I will rely on your 
grace to be more patient, gentle and loving." Or, walking down 
the hall to the restroom, I might say, in my heart, "Lord, it really 
helps me to remember that beyond my job description, I'm your 
disciple. Help me to listen to you. Help me sense I am here to let 
your Kingdom enter the world here. Give me the help to bring 
healing and love in this place today." 
Try to take a brief few moment while getting ready for bed to 
recall the moments of connection and grace this day and give 
thanks. 
 
 

CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION 
Father of all, / Creator and ruler of the universe, / You entrusted 
your world to us as a gift. / Help us to care for it and all people, / 
that we may live in right relationship / with You, / with ourselves, 
/ with one another, / and with creation. 
 

Christ our Lord, / both divine and human, / You lived among us 
and died for our sins. / Help us to imitate your love for the human 
family / by recognizing that we are all connected / to our brothers 
and sisters around the world, / to those in poverty impacted by 
environmental devastation, / and to future generations.  
 

Holy Spirit, / giver of wisdom and love, / You breathe life in us and 
guide us. / Help us to live according to your vision, / stirring to 
action the hearts of all / individuals and families, / communities 
of faith, / and civil and political leaders. 
 

Triune God / help us to hear the cry of those in poverty, and the 
cry of the earth, so that we may together care for our common 
home. / Amen. 



ECOLOGICAL DECALOGUE OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Ecological decalogue of St. Francis of Assisi based on his writings 
and early Franciscan sources. 
 
1. Be man among creatures, brother among brothers. 
2. Treat all things created with love and reverence. 
3. You have been entrusted with the Earth like a garden; rule it 
with wisdom. 
4. Take care of man, of the animal, of the herb, of water and of 
air, so that the Earth does not be completely deprived of them. 
5. Use things in moderation, because lavishness has no future. 
6. You are tasked with the mission of discovering the mystery of 
a meal: to make life fill with life. 
7. Break the knot of violence to understand what the laws of 
existence are. 
8. Remember that the world is not merely a reflection of your 
image but carries within it the image of God the Supreme. 
9. When you cut down a tree leave at least one rush so that its life 
is not interrupted. 
10. Walk with respect on the stones, for each thing has its own 
value.                                                                                            -------→ 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

Let us be the "protector" of creation, of God's plan written in 
nature, protector of our neighbour, of 

the environment. Let us not allow 
signs of destruction and death to 
accompany our world! However, in 
order to "protect" we must also 
take care of ourselves! Let us 
remember that hatred, jealousy, 
pride pollute life! – cried in his 
homily during the Mass 
inaugurating the pontificate of 

Pope Francis. Referring to the 
vocation of St. Joseph, as the 

protector of Mary, Jesus, the Church, 
who was the "protector" because he 

knew how to listen to God, allowed himself to be 
led by His will, and for this reason he was caring for the persons 
entrusted to him, was able to read events realistically, was alert 
to what surrounds him and was able to make the smartest 
decisions, the Pope interestingly took ecological threads. 
 

 
 

 

ROSARY WHIRLWIND BRITISH ISLES 
OCTOBER 2020, FOR FAITH, LIFE & PEACE 

October is traditionally the month dedicated to Our Lady of the 
Rosary. 
Nations around the world are hosting their great Rosary Crusades 
and we join them, especially Ireland in a great union of prayer. 
Once again Catholics across England, Wales, Scotland and the 
Isles are invited to take up their rosaries for an intensive Rosary 
Whirlwind Mission for the spiritual well-being of the British Isles 
and for its preservation from degeneration, disaster, sickness and 
war.  
Daily we are witnessing increasing levels of violence, rebellion, 
and lawlessness. The Church is under great attack, the faith is 
being undermined, the sanctity of life is not honoured, and peace 
is lacking everywhere. The covid-19 global pandemic threatens a 
second wave – people are fearful of what the future may hold. 
More than ever we need to intercede for our Isles and for the 
conversion to Christ of our peoples and that they be protected 
from all danger, from all sickness and from all evil.  
Our refuges are the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary with the mantle of protection of St. Michael & the 
Angels, St. Joseph, and our Saints & Martyrs.  
 

Rosary Whirlwind will invoke the mighty intercession of Our 
Lady of the Rosary inviting a WHIRLWIND of Heavenly Grace to 
blow where it wills across our Nations. 
It will take place from wherever you are and will have four main 
components! 
 

1. Invitation to a nightly online Rosary at 8pm led from a 
different Marian Shrine, Cathedral or Parish - line up to follow. 
 

2. On Tuesday October 13th - Feast of Our Lady of Fatima of the 
Holy Rosary we will undertake the Rosary Whirlwind British Isles 
from wherever we are. You are invited to sign up your location 
on the Map at www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk  
Participants are encouraged to arrange Rosaries in places all over 
our Isles - Rosary in your neighbourhood, Rosary around your 
parish or diocese, Rosary from your convent or monastery, Rosary  
 

 
in your home, from your hospital bed, your prison cell, from your 
care home, Rosary online – Rosary from wherever you are called. 
When forming outside groups – they should be no larger than 6 
and you need to be in a protective social bubble so that social 
distancing is honoured! 
This rule of 6 may change as further government guidelines Re 
Covid-19 unfold. 
 

3. Saturday October 31st – Eve of All Saints - National Rosary 
relay Rally from 9am to 9pm – where the Dioceses of the British 
Isles are invited to take an hour where the Rosary is said in 
parishes, homes etc throughout the Diocese during their 
designated hour. 
 

May the Rosaries offered on the Eve of All Saints 2020 – be a 
defence for our peoples and Isles from the snares, traps and 
entanglements of the devil.  
 

4. The Culmination of the Rosary Mission will be on Sunday 
November 1st – Feast of All Saints – when Bishop John will lead a 
thanksgiving Rosary at 8pm from St. Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley, 
Scotland. 
 

“I want you to know that in this kind of warfare, the battering 
ram has always been the Rosary.” St. Dominic 

Imagine the joy of the Blessed Mother when she sees the 
entire British Isles full of people imploring her powerful 

intercession! Our Lady of Walsingham, Our Lady of the Rosary 
pray for us, pray for Scotland, pray for our Isles 

 
 

THE MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY 

 
The Five Joyful Mysteries 
 
1. The Annunciation. 
2. The Visitation. 
3. The Nativity. 
4. The Presentation. 
5. The Finding in the Temple. 

 
The Five Sorrowful 
Mysteries 
1. The Agony in the Garden. 
2. The Scourging at the Pillar. 
3. The Crowning of Thorns. 
4. The Carrying of the Cross. 
5. The Crucifixion. 

 
 

The Five Mysteries of Light 
1.  His Baptism in the Jordan. 
2.  His self-manifestation at 
the wedding of Cana. 
3.  His proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God, with his call 
to conversion. 
4.  His transfiguration. 
5.  His institution of the 
Eucharist.  

The Five Glorious Mysteries 
1. The Resurrection. 
2. The Ascension. 
3. The Descent of the Holy 
Spirit. 
4. The Assumption. 
5. The Crowning of the 
Virgin. 
 

Rosary Whirlwind British Isles October 2020, For Faith, Life & 
Peace – continuation. 

 

http://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/


STARTUP STIRLING FOODBANK 
 

  

Hello everyone, I hope 
you are all keeping well 
and managing in these 

constantly changing times. 
  

I would like to update you on the situation 
at Start up Stirling Foodbank. 
  

During the months of April and May at the 
start of Lockdown the need for support 
throughout the whole of Stirling District 
was up by 100 per cent from the same time 
last year. It has since settled down but with 
an increase currently running at approx. 
25per cent. 
  

It is anticipated that when the Furlough 
Scheme ceases at the end of October, 
there will be a further increasing need for 
food for those who have considerably 
reduced income and those who have lost 
their job due to this Pandemic. 
  

The Co-op still have a donations box which 
is emptied on a regular basis but due to the 
number of households now ordering food 
online/home delivery, donations from the 
public to the Food Bank via Supermarkets 
are adversely affected. 
  

If you are in a position to make either a 
donation of food or money that would be 
of great benefit to those people in the 
Stirling District Community who are 

seriously affected in these most difficult of 
times. 
  

One off Donations or regular Direct Debits 
can be made using the Startup Stirling 
website (startupstirling.org.uk) or you 
can send a cheque to Start Up Stirling, 16B 
Whitehouse Road, Stirling. FK7 7SP. 
  

As it is difficult to take cash/cheque 
donations after Mass on Sundays, and if 
that is your preferred option, then please 
ring me on 01877 330394 when I can 
collect your donation and deliver it to the 
Start Up Stirling Office. 
  
  

Thank you. 
Helen 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Internet October 2020 Holy Mass registration will be available  
on our Parish website on 28/09/2020. 

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass  
 

Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 


