
St Fillans Parish Newsletter 
Dunkeld Diocese, Scottish Charity No: SC001810 

Website: stfdac.co.uk 
 

 

20th September 2020  
 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

GOD'S JUSTICE 
The parable of the workers in the vineyard is rather startling. People who work an hour in the 
late afternoon are paid the same as those who work all day long. Obviously God does not think 
like we do. 

We think of justice in terms of what is fair, of what people deserve. So we would say that the 
people who worked longer deserved more. But God does not see it that way. God thinks of 
justice in terms of people’s dignity, their right to a decent life. 

The people who came late had the same right to a decent life as those who had worked all day, 
so they are all treated equally. Nothing is taken from anyone, but all are treated in accord with 
their dignity, their right to a decent life. Such is God’s justice. 

 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” Perhaps we would have a better world 
if we were to adopt some of God’s ways. After all, “the Lord is just in all his ways,” and that is something which cannot 

be said of all our ways. “Father, guide us according to your law of love.” Free us from our law of vindictive justice. 

Biblical justice is more comprehensive than subsequent philosophical definitions. It is not concerned with a strict 
definition of rights and duties, but with the rightness of the human condition before God and within society. Nor is 

justice opposed to love; rather, it is both a manifestation of love and a condition for love to grow. 

Economic Justice for All, 1986:39 
 

 

GROW + GO THAT IS GETTING READY TO BE EVANGELIZING DISCIPLE  
 

 
Last week, we introduced Grow+Go, content designed to help 
parishioners understand what it means to be an evangelizing 

disciple of Christ. Using the Sunday Scriptures as the basis for 
reflection, Grow+Go offers insight into how we can all more 
fully GROW as disciples and then GO evangelize, fulfilling 
Christ's Great Commission to "Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). The 
concept behind the weekly series is to make discipleship and 
evangelization simple, concrete, and relatable.  
 

Look for Grow+Go on our parish website. 

 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH  
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access 

 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of 
uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of 
physical distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be 
present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person 
safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you 
are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a 
germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent transmission of CIVID-19.  Everyone over 
the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use the hand sanitiser provided before entering 
the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

INTERNET SEPTEMBER 2020 HOLY MASS REGISTRATION 
is available on our parish website 

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass 
Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 

For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 
 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION 
As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, it has been placed 
on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 

We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us. 
Please email to let me know which mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
1st READING:               Isaiah 55:6-9 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, 
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM            Ps 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 

R./: The Lord is near to all who call him 

I will bless you day after day and praise your name for ever. 
The Lord is great, highly to be praised, his greatness cannot 
be measured. (R./) 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. (R./) 

The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his deeds. He 
is close to all who call him, who call on him from their 
hearts. (R./) 
 

2nd READING:           Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to 
shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all 
boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me, living is Christ and 
dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh 
is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in 
your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith 
of the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL:       Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: “For the kingdom of heaven is like 
a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, “You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and 
he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 
They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to 
them, “You also go into the vineyard.’  

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. 

Now when the first came they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 
And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied 
to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 
as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 

The workers in this parable sound very much like squabbling 
children, comparing what they have each been given and 
making complaints to the parent. Among children there is a 
tendency to equate love with gifts and material things. This 
tendency can devolve into a spirit of entitlement, which 
runs counter to the spirit of gratitude. Any effort we make 
to overcome this tendency, to keep love from being 
entwined with gifts and possessions, will enable our 
children to accept completely the love that God gives freely 
and generously. 
Observe together any tendency within your family to make 
comparisons. Are children sometimes heard saying that another 
child received a greater portion of a favourite food at dinner or 
dessert? Does one person complain that a parent spends more 
time with one child over another? Ask if such comparisons are 
helpful. Discuss together why such comparisons are made. Then 
read together today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. Consider these 
questions: Why do the workers grumble? Is the landowner's 
assessment accurate? Unfortunately, we are sometimes like 
these workers when we make the comparisons we discussed 
earlier. 

Conclude in prayer together remembering that love cannot and 
ought not to be measured. Sit quietly together acknowledging 
God's great love for each person as individuals and for your 
family. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 145, or the Lord's 
Prayer. 
 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Every day of every week, we have the precious opportunity to get 
to know Jesus more intimately and to become more attracted to 
him, with the result that we grow in a desire to be with him more 
and to be more like him. Few of us have the wonderful 
opportunity to follow the special vocation of becoming 
contemplatives, but we can be more contemplative in our 
everyday lives. This can happen for us, not by "leaving the world" 
but by letting our Lord have a place in our very busy daily world. 
If we keep developing the habit of being contemplatives in the 
midst of our days, we will indeed be blessed to find intimacy with 
God in our everyday lives. It does not take more time. It just takes 
focus. 

From the first few moments of our day, and in very brief conscious 
moments throughout the day, we can speak with our Lord. We 
can notice what is going on in within us - our fears, our fatigue, 
our joys and our sorrows - and tell our Lord what we are feeling 
and ask for the graces we need. 

This week, we can be conscious of the invitation of Sunday's 
gospel to be less judgmental and more aware of how generously 
and undeservedly we are loved by God. In a very brief moment, 
we might ask our Lord to give us the grace to share the light, the 
gifts we've been given, generously. 

On another day, we might find ourselves doing what the Lord has 
asked us to do, but tempted out of our fear and anxiety to "take 
too much with us," in the sense of not really trusting that our Lord 
will give us what we need for the journey. This would be a great 
day for some "friend to friend" conversation with our Lord, before 
the challenge, in moments during it, and after it is completed, 
expressing our gratitude. 

We can grow in freedom by not being afraid to ask our Lord about 
anything. The answer surprisingly comes in our own inner peace 
and trust. By Sunday, we can find ourselves judging others less, 
and more freely and consciously choosing to turn away from 
occasions of sin. 


