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24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A
During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially
those who are housebound and vulnerable.
Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information.

THE CHALLENGE OF FORGIVENESS
“Forgive your neighbour’s injustice.” How often must I forgive the brother who wrongs me? “Not seven
times, I say, seventy times seven times.”
Some of the social ills that we struggle against result in part from the refusal of people to forgive. Wars
are fought and innocent people are killed, maimed, or displaced because people cannot forgive their
neighbours for their actions or those of their ancestors. Our own society shows its own refusal to forgive
in its obsessive clinging to the death penalty. The world of social evil stands in need of forgiveness.
Those who are African-American are challenged by the gospel to forgive the slave masters of their
ancestors as well as the racist descendants of those slave masters. Those of us who are women are
challenged by the gospel to forgive the sexist men who have colluded, through action or inaction, in the
creation and maintenance of a 'man's world.' The victims of war are challenged by the gospel to forgive
all the militarists of the world.
“The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion.” The challenge is for us to become like God, who is our creator
and guide.
Mercy in itself, as a perfection of the infinite God, is also infinite. Also infinite therefore and inexhaustible is the Father's readiness to
receive the prodigal children who return to his home. Infinite are the readiness and power of forgiveness which flow continually
from the marvellous value of the sacrifice of the Son. No human sin can prevail over this power or even limit it.
Pope John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia, 1980:13.

GROW + GO THAT IS GETTING READY TO BE EVANGELIZING DISCIPLE
disciple of Christ. Using the Sunday Scriptures as the basis for
reflection, Grow+Go offers insight into how we can all more
fully GROW as disciples and then GO evangelize, fulfilling
Christ's Great Commission to "Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). The
concept behind the weekly series is to make discipleship and
evangelization simple, concrete, and relatable.
Last week, we introduced Grow+Go, content designed to help
parishioners understand what it means to be an evangelizing

Look for Grow+Go on our parish website.

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access
We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of
uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of
physical distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be
present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person
safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you
are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a
germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent transmission of CIVID-19. Everyone over
the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use the hand sanitiser provided before entering
the church and follow the guidance inside the church.

INTERNET SEPTEMBER 2020 HOLY MASS REGISTRATION
is available on our parish website

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass
Online registration is preferable to process it immediately.
For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630.
NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION
As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, it has been
placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.
We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us.
Please email to let me know which mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information .

SUNDAY READINGS
FIRST READING
Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you; and when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are
found with the sinner. He who exacts vengeance will
experience the vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict
account of sin. Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. If a man
nurses’ anger against another, can he then demand
compassion from the Lord? Showing no pity for a man like
himself, can he then plead for his own sins? Mere creature
of flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his
sins? Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember
dissolution and death, and live by the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your
neighbour ill-will; remember the covenant of the Most High
and overlook the offence.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PS 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in
compassion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all my being, bless his holy
name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in
compassion.
He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills. He redeems
your life from destruction, crowns you with kindness and
compassion.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in
compassion.
He will not always chide, nor does he keep his wrath
forever. Not according to our sins does he deal with us, nor
does he requite us according to our crimes.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in
compassion.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so surpassing
is his kindness toward those who fear him. As far as the east
is from the west, so far has he put our transgressions from
us.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in
compassion.
SECOND READING
Alive or dead, we belong to the Lord

Romans 14:7-9

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others;
if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the
Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This
explains why Christ both died and came to life: it was so that
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message
of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia!
GOSPEL
To be forgiven, you must forgive

Matthew 18:21-35

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I
forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventyseven times. And so the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with
his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him
a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no
means of paying, so his master gave orders that he should

be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw
himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said
“and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master
felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the
debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a
fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and he
seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay
what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet
and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.”
But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow
servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had
happened, and they went to their master and reported the
whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You
wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours
when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to
have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?”
And in his anger the master handed him over to the
torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my
heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive
your brother from your heart.’
GETTING READY TO PRAY
I am not a musicologist and I do not know what that is. How
does a D-minor differ from a D-seventh? I do know a few
fingers shifting on a guitar.
And I figured one thing out. The note which begins a song is
often the note upon which the song ends. Not a great
insight I suspect. Just sing the Happy Birthday song and end
on a different note than the regular one! It just does not
sound right. We need to have a correct and happy ending
instead!
Several people in our small community delight in scrupulous
tidiness; others just delight. Better than a good dessert at
the end of the meal is an antiseptic kitchen; all is well that
ends clean. Orderliness is next to godliness or neuroticism,
take your pick. Not all things end on the same note of
comfort. Living with the disorder in an orderly manner is an
orderly thing in itself! If I go crazy because of crumbs, then
I am an agent of discord as much as the crumby person in
the kitchen. If I fix him, rearrange his beliefs, would I allow
him to return the favour in his fixing mine?
SOME THOUGHTS
It does not take very long for us to figure out that we cannot
complete or fulfil ourselves by our self alone. We must find
something and then somebody to assist our roundness, our
soundness. For little children, cars, dolls, tea sets, Lego
blocks assist them, but temporarily. Then as older folk we
ask real people, real others, to bring us to an harmonious
resolve with life. Sooner rather than later, as with the dolls
and trucks, they too fail to clean up our crumbs of disorder
in life. The quick-draw reaction is to get frustrated and
angry with those others whom we thought and hoped
would satisfy our longings.
All relationships cause noise, even relationship with
inanimate objects, but especially with the animate. These
do not really cause the noise; they bring the noise out of us
by the way in which they are not exactly like us. Our noise
is inside and comes out as we try to wrench and twist others
to conform to our hopes and demanding expectations. I
probably have not even told them what my desires for them
are. I might not even have known these myself because the
noise deafened the song.
It seems good that we do not live with ones who are exactly
like ourselves, because then we would dislike ourselves

even more. The noise is within us and to resolve it into a
song takes more than a little self-awareness, leading to selfacceptance. I might have trouble with those realities
(people) who invite me to awareness. Someone wrote that
knowledge maketh a bloody entrance. If Shakespeare did
not say this, he should have.
I say that self-knowledge can darn near kill us. Selfacceptance as the source of our noise is a deception if it is
not rooted in awareness. So God blesses the confrontation
we have with ourselves. Jesus shows us in the Gospel the
freedom that comes from self-acceptance which leads to
the acceptance of other selves. This is only a glimpse so
keep listening to the noise becoming a song.
GLANCING THOUGHTS:
Love and forgiveness

In the Gospel reading, Peter wants to know how many times
he has to forgive someone who sins against him. What is
the number of times, Peter wants to know, that he has to
forgive that sinner? But this question is confused. There is
no such number as the one Peter is looking for. There is no
limit on the number of times we have to forgive someone
who has sinned against us.
We are able to understand the point of this Gospel story if
we see the connection between love and forgiveness.
Refusing to forgive is refusing to love, and it is never
acceptable not to love. That is why it is never right to
withhold forgiveness either.
The relation between love and forgiveness also helps us see
the difference between forgiving a wrongdoer and enabling
him to continue in his wrongdoing. Love wants the good for
the beloved. A person who forgives a sinner loves that
sinner; and because she loves him, she has a heart for his
good. A wife who continues to live with a husband who
beats her isn’t forgiving him. She’s helping him to get worse.
There is nothing loving or forgiving about enabling a person
to get worse. For her to forgive her husband is for her to
want his good, even in the face of his bad treatment of her.
But his good requires, first of all, that he stop hurting her,
and then that he repents his terrible treatment of her.
If he is unrepentant, if he rejects goodness and love, then
she can want the good for him anyway. But her forgiveness
of him will be like a gift that cannot be given because he
won’t receive it. Then the best she can do for him is to keep
a distance from him, so that he does not get worse by
continuing to hurt her.
God’s love is like this, too. God’s forgiveness is always there,
and so is God’s love. Because God loves every person, God
offers the good to everyone too, no matter what that
person’s sins may be. God does not keep a careful distance
from us when we sin. What stands between us and God is
only our own unwillingness to receive the gift God is
offering.
If we will only not reject it, the gift of God’s love and
forgiveness will be given to us and received.
Eleonore Stump
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

2. When you want to “hug wrath and anger tight”
(paraphrase of the reading), do you have ways or people or
places who will help you calm down your anger?
Second Reading
1. Sometimes God asks people to do extraordinary things.
But most of the time not. How do you live your ordinary life
for the Lord? Can you find God there? If you did regularly,
would your life be, paradoxically, extraordinary?
2. God created all things in love, entered creation, and
rescued us himself. He does not leave us alone in this world
or the next. Does thinking about this help you know that
you are loved? And if you are a loving person, would you
have time for things like holding grudges? Might you just
want to “live for the Lord”?
Gospel
1. Do you think God wants you to forgive your neighbour
just for your neighbour’s sake, or for yours too? We know
that we need unlimited forgiveness ourselves. God loves us
so much he has forgiven all our sins. Should those thoughts
help us forgive others?
2. Pope Francis says that Jesus asks us to do something
radical when he asks us to forgive our brothers and sisters
unreservedly. Can you think of ways you can do this?
Jesus asks us to believe that forgiveness is the door which
leads to reconciliation. In telling us to forgive our brothers
(and sisters) unreservedly, he is asking us to do something
utterly radical, but he also gives us the grace to do it. What
appears, from a human perspective, to be impossible,
impractical, and even at times repugnant, he makes
possible and fruitful through the infinite power of his
cross. The cross of Christ reveals the power of God to
bridge every division, to heal every wound, and to reestablish the original bonds of brotherly love.
Homily of Pope Francis, Holy Mass for Peace and Reconciliation,
Cathedral of Myeong-dong (Seoul), August 18, 2014

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK
This is a good week to imagine how much we are like Jesus'
disciples. We clearly want to be his follower, and we do follow
him. The humbling reality is that we are inconsistent. At the very
time that Jesus is telling us that he wants us to find ourselves by
losing ourselves, we are too often being competitive and trying to
be on top somehow. Fortunately, he keeps telling us about the
real meaning of discipleship. Paul lays it all out in this week's first
readings. The parable of the sower is quite helpful this week. We
can imagine ourselves as each one of the soils Jesus describes.
Each morning, as soon as we can after waking up, perhaps
associated with some automatic behaviour like putting on
slippers or a robe or getting a cup of coffee, we begin the day in
the presence of our Lord. We can get into the habit of greeting
our Lord, "Good morning, Lord. Thank you for this day." Even if
we did not have a good night's sleep and we are waking up fairly
tired, this habit can part of our routine. Naming our desire for the
day can become the way we begin our day with the Lord.
Repeating it, with more details, as we encounter the people and
responsibilities of our day, will deepen our relationship with the
Lord. Brief conversations (what we normally call "prayers")
sustain the connection all day.
In one circumstance this week, I might say, "Lord, here I am being
that very hard ground. Please get through to me in the part of me
that is still 'receptive soil.'" Another day, I might catch myself
trying to make myself look good and I can say, "Dear Jesus, your
reminder helps me right here. Let me be a servant in this situation,
with these people - forgiving, listening, compassion and freer."

First Reading
1. Is it harder for you to forgive someone else or to ask
someone for forgiveness? If you or your ancestors are the
ones needing forgiveness, how can you apologize/make Sometime this week we might encounter someone who
reparation now for actions that happened in the past, such needs us to be like Jesus - healing something that is broken,
as slavery or destruction of the environment?
or even deadly and we can say, "Lord, let me do your will,
imitate your faith in God here. Thank you for being with
me."

FAMILY CONNECTION
Jesus teaches that we must forgive one another as God has
forgiven us.

Children learn to trust God's mercy and forgiveness when
they experience forgiveness from those closest to them. We
hope that we model God's love and forgiveness within our
family life. Today's Gospel reminds us that forgiveness is
measured by its quality more than its quantity.
Invite your family to consider some recent times when
family members sought the forgiveness of another. Ask if
there were any statements made that put conditions on our
forgiveness such as “I will play this game with you if you
apologize for knocking over my blocks” or “I will accept your
apology after you clean up your room.” Do we sometimes
“keep count” or put conditions on our forgiveness of one
another? This is something we may be doing without
realizing it.
Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35.

Ask if we sometimes find ourselves sounding like Peter,
concerning ourselves with quantity of forgiveness rather
than offering forgiveness abundantly and unconditionally.
Reflect upon the parable that Jesus tells. What does the
servant do that makes the king so angry? He refuses to
forgive his fellow servant the debt that he owes.
Because we have all received God's forgiveness, God
expects that we will also be forgiving toward others. Jesus'
answer to Peter's question is found at the end of the
parable. The number of times that we forgive one another
is less important than the depth of our forgiveness. We
must forgive one another from the heart.

Conclude in prayer together that God's love and
forgiveness is evident in your family life. Pray
together today's psalm, Psalm 103, or the Lord's
Prayer.

