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23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A
During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially
those who are housebound and vulnerable.
Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information.

THE DEBT OF LOVE
We are a church, an assembly of people gathered to do the work of God. This work brings us together
around the table of the Lord and sends us out to renew the face of the earth.
The task that faces us in the world is awesome, and the obstacles are formidable. The only way we can
succeed is by staying together, with Jesus in our midst, and our staying together must involve
community efforts to correct our faults. When there is racism or sexism in our church, we must confront
them and work to eliminate them.
When economic injustice is found in our church institutions, we must speak out against it and work to
eliminate it. When militarism makes its way into the fabric of our community, we must stand up for
peace and proclaim the gospel message of nonviolent change.
Owe no debt to anyone except the debt that binds us to love one another. An essential component of that love should be the help we
give each other in overcoming the shortcomings that get in the way of our becoming a universal sacrament of salvation.
We must serve the Church and love her as she is, with a clear understanding of history, and humbly searching for the will of God who
assists and guides her even when at times he permits human weakness to eclipse the purity of her features and the beauty of her
action. It is this purity and beauty which we are endeavoring to discover and promote.
Pope Paul VI, Ecclesiam Suam, 1964: 49

GROW + GO THAT IS GETTING READY TO BE EVANGELIZING DISCIPLE
disciple of Christ. Using the Sunday Scriptures as the basis for
reflection, Grow+Go offers insight into how we can all more
fully GROW as disciples and then GO evangelize, fulfilling
Christ's Great Commission to "Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). The
concept behind the weekly series is to make discipleship and
evangelization simple, concrete and relatable.
Last week, we introduced Grow+Go, content designed to help
parishioners understand what it means to be an evangelizing

Look for Grow+Go on our parish website.

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access
We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of
uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of
physical distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be
present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person
safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you
are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a
germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent transmission of CIVID-19. Everyone over
the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use the hand sanitiser provided before entering
the church and follow the guidance inside the church.

INTERNET SEPTEMBER 2020 HOLY MASS REGISTRATION
is available on our parish website

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass
Online registration is preferable to process it immediately.
For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630.
NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION
As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, it has been
placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.
We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us.
Please email to let me know which mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information .

SUNDAY READINGS
FIRST READING

GETTING READY TO PRAY
Ezekiel 33:7-9

If you do not speak to the wicked man, I will hold you responsible for his
death

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son
of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the House of
Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them
in my name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you
are to die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man to
renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but I will
hold you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn
a wicked man to renounce his ways and repent, and he does
not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you yourself will
have saved your life.’
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts.’

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who saves
us. Let us come before him, giving thanks, with songs let us
hail the Lord.
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts.’

Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before the
God who made us: for he is our God and we the people who
belong to his pasture, the flock that is led by his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts.’

O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test; when they tried me,
though they saw my work.’
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts.’
SECOND READING
Romans 13:8-10
Your only debt should be the debt of mutual love

Avoid debt, getting into except the debt of mutual love. If
you love your fellow men you have carried out your
obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not
covet, and so on, are summed up in this single
command: You must love your neighbour as yourself. Love
is the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why
it is the answer to every one of the commandments.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Jn17:17

Your word is truth, O Lord: consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia, alleluia!
GOSPEL

Matthew 18:15-20

If your brother listens to you, you have won back your brother

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your
two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along
with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these,
report it to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the
community, treat him like a pagan or a tax collector. ‘I tell
you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth
shall be considered loosed in heaven. ‘I tell you solemnly
once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at
all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with
them.’

Many things are more easily said than done. “Don’t sweat
the small stuff.” And “Everything is small stuff.” “The main
thing is to keep the main thing,” These are quick-and-easy
things to say, but the doing is less so.
We move from experience to the next adventure and try to
stay balanced, but keeping the “main thing” clear as the
“main thing” takes wisdom and patience. Whatever is a
“small stuff” today might be a “big stuff” tonight. Living our
Christian faith is definitely not a quick-and-easy way of
existing.
Living the Eucharist is one of those not easy “main things.”
But gathering together with other strugglers can dictate a
sense of proportion or resizing. Jesus gives his Body and
Blood to us so that through us his “main thing” of blessing
us in our “sweating” and attempts to stay balanced will be
humanly possible. As we prepare for the Eucharist, we
might pray with the “big stuff” of each day, and hour, and
see if there is any grace for us to live this Christian
possibility.
SOME THOUGHTS

We hear in our First Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel. It
begins with God speaking to the prophet with a simple
image. When a country is in danger of being attacked, a
watchman is appointed to give warning about the
approaching enemy. The image continues with the alarm
being sounded and some hear it and prepare, others pay no
attention to it.
The Gospel is an instruction by Jesus to the disciples about,
not confrontation exactly, but about the sacredness of
community. The well-being of the others—the family, the
community, the office—becomes the reason for
prophetically attending the faults of one of the community.
I may have written before about a Jesuit companion, who
in my early years, rather casually announced that he was
going to tell me my twelve major faults. Twelve? Major??
Faults??? I was not aware of any, even minor, faults. He had
not prepared his presentation nor tested my availability to
such a revelation. I do wish I could remember even one of
them now, these fifty years later, but I do remember him.
I have a dear friend and when she has something to
announce to me, I have learned, through errors and errors,
to just listen, ears open and mouth shut, lest I want to
defend myself and prove her wrong. The good part is that
what she tells me is that I would be more helpful to the
larger communities of my life if I could be attentive to such
and such. I usually am grateful and deeply embarrassed.
I could come up easily with more than twelve items for
correction within the others I live with. Thirteen of them are
probably more my ego-centred perfectionistic, tidinesscentred issues. None of us is the Certified Public Accountant
for everybody else.
We are not to let everything go by as if they were nothing.
The question for me is whether I really love the community,
family, whatever, and really believe that this particular
behaviour is hurting the relationships around us as well as
the person involved.
What Jesus did not say, and I wish he had, is that the first
step is praying and then facing one’s own selfishness
involved in one’s fault-finding. What is it about me that is
being inconvenienced or upset? Jesus also did not say that
we should approach the other when we feel the other is
available and ready for our prophetic announcements.
This process is as important as is our sense of relationships
and community. Jesus is aware of the human frailty among
his disciples and future followers. We need help to become
aware and accepting of ourselves so that we can contribute

even more gracefully and generatively to our families and with your cross today. Let Mary, the mother of all selfcommunities.
surrender be with me today. Thank you. Give me your love
Like a deer that longs for running waters, my soul longs for you, and your grace and I'll ask for nothing more."
my God. (Psalm 42:2-3) Larry Gillick, SJ
Throughout the day we can remember that gentle touch
from Jesus and ask him to drive out the unclean spirits we
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
may be carrying today. What is Jesus calling me to? Who am
First Reading
1. Does God still send watchmen or women or prophets to I being invited to listen to and speak on behalf of today?
address injustice in the world today? Who are they? Are they Who will come across my path today who needs Jesus'
healing through my own care and kind words?
always successful and do they live long, happy lives?
2. Do we have a shared responsibility for others and the world? Dearest Jesus, be with me in this day. I can feel how much I
Are you a “watchperson” in some way? What strikes you as unjust long for a deeper connection with you, and yet I am
as you watch? Can you think of new ways of bringing justice and ashamed of my weaknesses. Touch my heart so that I might
divine love into the lives of those people you love? Into your be open to your healing love.
workplace? Into other places in your life?
Let me be open to all of those you put in my life today and
Second Reading
let me be aware of their needs and care for them before I
1. What commandment sums up all the rest? What is it that fulfils
worry about my own. Give me an awareness of the love that
the whole law?
is already there for me and a generosity of heart that allows
2. Which ranks highest: how much you love? how much you do? me to share it with others.
how smart or powerful you are? According to Jesus’ parable of
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 29-37), who is your neighbour?

Gospel
1. Can you rely on God to grant your request in some way when
you and another person agree to pray about something? Do you
trust that promise?
2. Do you always remember that “if two or three of you agree on
earth about anything for which they (you) are to pray, it shall be
granted to them (you)”? Pope Francis sent out the following
message in March to a virtual audience following on Vatican News
Media.
In these days of trial, as humanity trembles at the threat of the
[coronavirus] pandemic, I would propose that all Christians join
their voices together to heaven. Pope Francis, Midday Prayer,
March 25, 2020
DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK

This week's daily communion with our Lord can be about
the mysteries of self-sacrifice and healing. In the back of our
minds each day, we can celebrate Mary's birth and her role
in the life of Jesus, the early church and in our lives now. We
can reflect on how blessed care for those in need is for us
and how impoverished we are without that care in our lives.
If we begin each morning by praying a desire, the rest will
follow for the day. "Good morning, Lord. Thank you for this
day. Help me today to bring to you the parts of myself that
need your healing. Be with me as I face the poverty, hunger
or tears of this day." We can go into this prayer, in more
depth or detail while we are in the shower or getting
dressed. If we let these desires make their way into the
background of our day, we can focus our consciousness no
matter what we are doing.
Even in activities that require "our full consciousness" and
attention, it is possible to shape that consciousness in the
context of our desires. For example, I might be in an
important meeting, that doesn't allow me to go
daydreaming. But, I can walk into that meeting room saying
in my heart, "Okay, Lord, be with me here. While I'm so
tempted to be seen as a 'success' here, heal all of that focus
on myself and free me to do my best and to be attentive to
the needs of others. Let me focus on you and your desires
for the greater good here."
Especially when we are facing something that is quite
difficult, requiring real self-sacrifice and genuine love, we
can let our background conversation with the Lord release
us from our "typical" response or behaviour.
"Lord, I can be so judgmental! Help me in this day not to
condemn others so quickly. Let me remember your words to
forgive and remember how you will forgive me. Sign me

FAMILY CONNECTION
Jesus teaches his disciples how to settle disputes in the Church.

Conflict and disagreements are a natural part of family life.
Yet, within our family, we have an important opportunity to
learn how to resolve disagreements fairly by treating
people with love and respect.
As you gather as a family this week, discuss the procedures
for resolving disputes in your family. What kinds of things
produce disagreements in your family? Do children
frequently request the assistance of the adults when a
disagreement arises? How do the adults respond? In
today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples the way in which
they are to handle conflict within the Christian community
of the Church. Read together this Gospel, Matthew 18:1520. Invite family members to summarize the steps that
Jesus proposes for resolving conflict. How might today’s
Gospel inform your family’s handling of disagreements? If
you have time, your family might choose to role play how
Jesus’ teaching about conflict resolution might be applied
to a disagreement that sometimes occurs in your
household.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus also promises that he will help
those who pray to him with their needs. Pray together that
each member of your family will learn to handle conflict in
a Christian manner.
Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

WITNESSING FOR THE LORD
In the First Reading, God appoints Ezekiel as a watchman for his
people and he adds a threat. If Ezekiel does not warn sinners to
mend their ways, God will hold him responsible for their fate.
Does God say this to Ezekiel only? Or does he say it also to all of
us? Many of the great people in the Christian tradition—
Augustine, Aquinas, Francis of Assisi, to name just a few—
thought that God’s command to Ezekiel is meant to apply now to
every one of the faithful too. It is a duty for every Christian to
watch out for each one of God’s people in the way God spelled
out to Ezekiel.
But this can look like a dreadful idea. Could it really be the case
that a Christian is supposed to be a kind of busybody, continually
nagging other people about their sins?
And what about the Gospel instruction to pay more attention to
the beam in your own eye than to the speck of dust in somebody
else’s?
Here we need to remember that there is more than one way to
communicate with others. If you are concentrated in love and
service to the Lord, your life will tell a story to everyone who
crosses your path. When Francis of Assisi was asked about this
passage in the First Reading, he said, if that passage is supposed
to be understood in a universal sense, then I understand it to
mean that a servant of God should be burning with life and
holiness so brightly that by the light of example and the tongue
of his conduct, he will rebuke all the wicked. (St. Francis of Assisi)
Your life can bear witness to the goodness of the Lord and the
holiness of his commandments. You don’t have to use words to
do so.
So, a Christian can and should concentrate on the beam in his own eye, just as the Gospel injunction says. But if he really
does so, then the duty to witness to others, God’s command to Ezekiel, will be beautifully fulfilled.
Eleonore Stump

