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23rd August 2020  
 

21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

AUTHORITY 
“You are ‘Rock,’ and on this rock I will build my church, and the jaws of death shall not prevail against 
it.” The Catholic Church has always looked up to today’s Gospel as the cornerstone of the Petrine ministry, 
the special role played by the successor of Peter. Catholics believe that the Bishop of Rome exercises a 
special authority over the church. 

Authority within the context of the People of God is a special kind of authority. The reading from Isaiah is 
about removal from office for abuse of authority and replacement by someone who shall be a father. 

The purpose of authority in the church, authority at any level, is not to control the lives of others but 
rather to help us to seek the values that will bring us lasting joy in this changing world. 

Those with any authority in the church should reflect on their exercise of that authority, and those under 
authority should reflect on their attitude to the leaders of the church. All of us should join in praying that the Lord grant peace and 
unity to the Church 

For the nurturing and constant growth of the People of God, the Lord instituted in His Church a variety of ministries, which work for 
the good of the whole body. For those ministers who are endowed with sacred power are servants of their brethren, so that all who 
are of the People of God, and therefore enjoy a true Christian dignity, can work toward a common goal freely and in an orderly way, 

and arrive at salvation. 
 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church, 1964:18. 
 

 

GROW + GO THAT IS GETTING READY TO BE EVANGELIZING DISCIPLE  
 

 
This week, we are introducing Grow+Go, content designed to 
help parishioners understand what it means to be an  

 

evangelizing disciple of Christ. Using the Sunday Scriptures as 
the basis for reflection, Grow+Go offers insight into how we can 
all more fully GROW as disciples and then GO evangelize, 
fulfilling Christ's Great Commission to "Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit." (Matthew 28:19) 

The concept behind the weekly series is to make discipleship 
and evangelization simple, concrete and relatable.  
 

Look for Grow+Go on our parish website. 
 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH  
Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access 

 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time of 
uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of 
physical distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be 
present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person 
safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you 
are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a 
germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent transmission of CIVID-19.  Everyone over 
the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use the hand sanitiser provided before entering 
the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

INTERNET SEPTEMBER 2020 HOLY MASS REGISTRATION 
will be available on our parish website from the August 31st, 2020 

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass 
Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 

For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 
 

 

NOTICE - WEEKLY COLLECTION 
As we are unable in the current situation, to hand round the church collection basket, it has been 
placed on the table at the back of the church for your donations. Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 

 

We are now also able to have our Readers at Mass and there is guidance in place to assist us. 
Please email to let me know which mass you have registered for so I can provide you with the information. 



SUNDAY READINGS 
FIRST READING      IS 22:19-23 
Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: “I will thrust 
you from your office and pull you down from your station. On that 
day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah; I will clothe 
him with your robe, and gird him with your sash, and give over to 
him your authority. He shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. I will place the key of the 
House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder; when he opens, no one shall 
shut when he shuts, no one shall open. I will fix him like a peg in a 
sure spot, to be a place of honour for his family.” 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    PS 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have 
heard the words of my mouth; in the presence of the angels I will 
sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
I will give thanks to your name, because of your kindness and your 
truth: When I called, you answered me; you built up strength 
within me. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the proud he 
knows from afar. Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; forsake 
not the work of your hands. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
 

SECOND READING             ROM 11:33-36 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God!  How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable 
his ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has 
been his counsellor? Or who has given the Lord anything that he 
may be repaid? For from him and through him and for him are all 
things.  To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

ALLELUIA         MT 16:18 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                   MT 16:13-20 
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
said in reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
heavenly Father. And so, I say to you, you are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the 
netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys 
to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.”  
Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was 
the Christ. 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

First Reading 
1. The Isaiah reading says, “He shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.” How can the Church act as father in the present racial, 
environmental and pandemic crises? What other qualities or virtues do 
you look for in Church leadership besides having a solid faith? 
 

 

Second Reading 
1. “For who has known the mind of the Lord?” Are you good at 
recognizing the Lord in your life? Are you able to know where God is 
leading you, or what God is doing in your life? 
2. “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! … For 
from him and through him and for him are all things.” Every person, every 

race, every part of our environment comes from God. How can we thank 
or “give glory” to God for gifts such as these? By loving? By protecting? 
 

Gospel 
1. To answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you say I am,” you have to know 
him. Which of the following could help you know Jesus: music by Vivaldi, 
Michelangelo's David, a good homily, a good book, good friends, 
suffering, joy, successes, , weaknesses, family, flowers, homeless people. 
Can you find (and get to know) God in all things? 
2. Discuss the following from Pope Francis: We come to know him “in the 
daily encounter with the Lord, each day. Through our victories and 
through our weaknesses.” (…) We come to know Jesus … as disciples on 
the path of life, following behind him. … This is a work of the Holy Spirit, 
who is a great worker: he is not a union organizer, he is a great worker. 
And he is always at work in us: and he carries out this great work of 
explaining the mystery of Jesus, and of giving us the mind of Christ. 
 

Meditation in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae, February 20, 2014 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Like physical exercises, which build strength and stamina, these 
exercises for finding intimacy with God in our everyday lives 
involve a practice regime.  
Nobody ever got good at soccer or baseball, running or dancing 
without careful practice that becomes a habit, a way of life. And 
no one even attempts such a regimen without great desire.  
The same is true with getting good at having a relationship with 
our Lord. It takes great desire to sustain a routine of reflection 
and affective, intimate conversation.  
Such prayerful focus and connectedness take discipline, but it 
quickly becomes natural. And the rewards are phenomenal. 
We can practice this week by asking ourselves some deep 
questions in the background of our life each day. Beginning each 
day by briefly expressing a desire to be more self-aware and 
transparent with our Lord, we can ask ourselves some probing 
questions. 
In what ways am I a hypocrite? How do I use a double standard - 
harsher on others than I am on myself? How do I like to appear as 
a religious person, but actually lack mercy and deeds of charity? 
Am I a good steward of the gifts with which God has entrusted 
me? 
As I grow in the ability to reflect throughout the day, I might try 
to recognize my inner spirit, my attitudes, the ways I respond. It 
is a way of staying alert and it places me with my Lord in 
conversation, in the background as I make decisions, as I 
experience my reactions to events and people. Sometimes, I 
might just be saying "Thank you, Lord," expressing gratitude for 
what I have been given.  
At other times, that will quickly turn to a reflection on how I will 
be a good steward of those gifts. Hearing the readings this week, 
I might want to monitor how my fears, or my laziness might 
prevent me from being bold about using the gifts the Lord has 
given me to build up the Kingdom in my world. 
Preparing for celebrating God's love on Sunday, I can focus on the 
readings for and wonder at how the fire burns in my own heart. I 
can ponder the question Jesus asks me: What good would it do to 
gain the whole world but lose my very self? 
Help me Lord to hear your word to me, even when it challenges 
me. Open my heart and guide me to use my talents to serve you. 
Teach me to be generous, Lord. 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
Today’s Gospel reminds us that the Church is built on the foundation of 
faith in Jesus Christ. Peter announces the core of our faith, that Jesus is 
God’s only Son. The family, as the domestic church, has this same faith 
as its foundation. As you gather together as a family, talk about people 
whose faith has helped you to be a member of the Church and talk 
about what you have learned from leaders in our Church today. Read 
together today’s Gospel, Matthew 16:13-20. Talk about what you know 
about Peter and his importance to the early Christian community. Talk 
about what we can learn from Peter and his profession of faith about 
Jesus. Conclude in prayer together by praying today’s Psalm or an Act of 
Faith: 
 

O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and 
that he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe these and all the truths which the holy Catholic Church teaches, 
because you have revealed them,  

who can neither deceive nor be deceived. Amen
 


