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16th August 2020  
 

20th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

ASSUMPTION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
The Solemnity of the Assumption celebrates Mary's entrance into heaven, body 
and soul. Because of her perpetually sinless state, Mary is the first among the 
faithful to be fully redeemed. Catholics believe that because of Mary's close 
relationship to her son, Jesus, she shares through privileged anticipation in the 
grace of the resurrection of the dead. Mary does not have to endure the 
suspension of eternal life until the resurrection of the dead. The Assumption of 
Mary was declared a dogma of faith, and so to be believed by faithful Catholics, 
by Pope Pius XII on Nov. 1, 1950. 

 
 

GETTING READY TO PRAY 
 

 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly, 
Soar beyond the golden sky, 

Mount to Mary's throne on high. 
 

Bright the queenly crown she won, 
Sweet the reign she has begun, 
As she stands beside her Son. 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 
 

How endure this long delay? 
Living here how can I stay 

From such beauty far away? 
Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 

 

Sad my lot is here below; 
Who can hope or life bestow? 
Who will help or pity show? 
Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 

 

But though far away from me, 
Still our sovereign Queen will be 

Full of love and clemency. 
Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 

 
With a mother's loving care 

She will lift those hands so fair, 
And will save us by her prayer. 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 
 

Mother's heart can ne'er forget 
That we are her children yet, 
By such dangers fierce beset. 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 
 

Gently, still, she bends her eyes 
On the soul that longs and sighs 
For her love, the heavenly prize. 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 
 

Blest the soul who, like the dove 
Borne upon the wings of love, 
Follows her to heaven above. 

Fly, my soul, with Mary fly. 
 

Saint Alphonsus de Liguori 
 

 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH (August 2020)  
 

 

(Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access) 
 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and faith. In this time 
of uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly difficult. As a result of physical 
distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to be present at Holy Mass 
places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate Holy Mass in person safely. To do so, we are following 
government guidelines. We care about your health and safety. If you are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to 
continue attending online. While we cannot guarantee a germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent 
transmission of CIVID-19.  Everyone over the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use 

the hand sanitiser provided before entering the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

* Internet registration is available on our parish website: https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass       
Online registration is preferable to process it immediately. 

* For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 
 

 
 

Knights of St Columba ‘dial a Mass’:  
For members of the Faithful who have no internet/broadband connection, but who have a phone access. Such 
members of the faithful are able to hear the Sunday Mass by ‘phone for the price of a local call. The Number to call 
is 01642 130 120. The Mass is recorded and is available from the above phone number from 12 noon on any Sunday 
to 11.59 am the following Sunday. It is organised by the KSC of Middlesbrough Diocese in England and 34p towards 

the cost of the call is covered by the KSC themselves.  We are grateful for their generosity.  
 



SUNDAY READINGS 
 

FIRST READING              RV 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10 
God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant 
could be seen in the temple. A great sign appeared in the sky, a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and 
wailed aloud in pain as she laboured to give birth. Then another 
sign appeared in the sky; it was a huge red dragon, with seven 
heads and ten horns, and on its heads were seven diadems. Its tail 
swept away a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them down 
to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman about to 
give birth, to devour her child when she gave birth. She gave birth 
to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the nations with an iron 
rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne. The woman 
herself fled into the desert where she had a place prepared by 
God. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation 
and power come, and the Kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Anointed One.” 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    PS 45:10, 11, 12, 16 
R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold of Ophir. 
 

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear, forget your people and 
your father’s house. 
 

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
So shall the king desire your beauty; for he is your lord. 
 

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
They are borne in with gladness and joy; they enter the palace of 
the king. 
 

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 

SECOND READING            1 COR 15:20-27 
Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 
through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through 
man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought 
to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the first fruits; then, 
at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, 
when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he 
has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death, for “he subjected 
everything under his feet.” 
 

ALLELUIA 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Mary is taken up to heaven; a chorus of angels exults. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                      LK 1:39-56 
Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste to a town 
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.” 
And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour for he has looked with favour on 
his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his 
Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm and has scattered the proud 
in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the 
help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of 
mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 

children forever.” Mary remained with her about three months 
and then returned to her home. 
 

 

 

OUR LADY'S ASSUMPTION 
More beautiful than the harvest, swaying from sea to sea, 

Yielding sweet abundance to starved humanity; 
Glamorous ministration, Virtue's song of rest, 
Healing ineffable to mankind's baffling quest: 

Angels gather round thee, whom sin did ne'er befall, 
Unseen their silent winging, unheard their heavenly call. 

Lo, thou who once ascended Magnificats of prayer, 
Art borne, a vista'd glory, refulgent otherwhere! 
Lily of Predilection, Breath of true Womanhood, 

Help us, through all sadness, to hold to what is good,- 
Until, assumed into heaven, with thee and thy Son adored, 

We, too may feel the rapture......that is Christ the Lord! 
– Carolyn Ruth Doran 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

In today's Gospel, Elizabeth and Mary recognize the work that 
God is doing through them. With eyes of faith they see the power 
and salvation of God breaking through into their lives and into the 
world. Gather as a family and talk about what you know about 
Mary and her being a model of faith. Recall that we are 
celebrating a holy day, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
On this day we remember that God took Mary to heaven, body 
and soul. Read together today's Gospel, Luke 1:39-56. In this 
reading we hear Mary's song of praise to God, the Magnificat. 
Invite each person in the family to write or draw one or more 
ways in which they see God working in your family life and in our 
world today. Use these prayers of thanksgiving to create your 
family's song of praise to God. Conclude by praying together this 
song of praise. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

As we go through our everyday life this week, we carry this week's 
gospels and their vivid descriptions of our relationship with Jesus. 
What is he asking of us this week? Each day, we begin with the 
practice of briefly pausing at our bedside to focus the day with a 
15-30 second prayer. It is helpful to develop this habit by simply 
doing it three or four days in a row. Even if I say that I'm half-
awake at this time, we can discover what a difference this way of 
beginning the day can be. With practice, it gets easier to say, 
"Thank you for this day, Lord. Please, be with me today, especially 
when I do (…) this morning and this afternoon as I (…). Give me 
more patience, love and trust in you." 
While washing up and dressing, I can expand this prayer, in a 
simple friend-to-friend conversation with our Lord. This kind of 
bond or checking-in with our Lord at the beginning of the day, lets 
a background relationship with develop and grow, while I'm doing 
many things. It changes my consciousness and takes my 
fundamental relationship with God and unites and integrates it 
with the things I am doing, whether they are pleasant, routine or 
quite difficult. Throughout the week I might be thinking of what 
it would mean for me, in my circumstances, to sell what I have, 
give it to the poor, and really follow Jesus. What is preventing me 
from following the Lord more completely? Are there "riches" that 
I know are barriers to my surrendering to God's will more freely? 
What seems to possess me? Recognizing our lack of freedom in 
one or another area is the first step in being able to ask for the 
grace of freedom from the things that possess me - even when I 
know they are not good for me. We might also ask the Lord to 
show us what he desires that we be "free for." "Freedom from" 
is the first part of our relationship. Then, we are free to be sent. 
What am I being freed for? What loving, what new generosity, 
what type of self-giving? What neighbor, person in my family, or 
the poor of the world, am I being called to notice and serve? We 
might ask the Lord to reveal to us this week how we are called to 
be servant. We will still do what is on our schedule, respond to all 
our commitments. The difference will be that we will do it while 
we are more "in touch" with the Lord. Staying focused and 
connecting with our Lord throughout the day is at the heart of 
prayer, "Raising our minds and hearts to God." And, at the end of 
each day, we give thanks for this gifted presence that day. 


