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26th July 2020  
 

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

ONE REALLY VALUABLE PEARL 
 

Jesus likens the kingdom to a man who finds a buried treasure and sells all that he has so that he can 
buy the field containing the treasure. 
 

He likens the kingdom to a merchant who sells all that he has in order to be able to buy one really 
valuable pearl. What is the one really valuable pearl that we are willing to sacrifice everything in order 
to have? What is that buried treasure for which we would be willing to sacrifice everything? 
 

The thing that Solomon wanted most was “an understanding heart to judge your people and to 
distinguish right from wrong.” Isn’t it possible that what we want most is something very selfish: 
possessions, security, power, pleasure, comfort? 
 

What would the world be like if, instead of these, our one really valuable pearl was something like 
world peace based on justice for all? or the development of a classless society based on respect for all and the priority of need over 
want? Or the worship of God through prayer, service, and a preferential option for the poor? What would the world be like? Jesus 
says it would be like the kingdom. 
 

The cross of Jesus Christ shows us the deficiency of other value systems. Jesus yielded up his life for us in perfect loving union with the 
Father’s will, and this is the meaning of his life which also gives meaning to our lives as his followers. 

If we can acknowledge selfishness as folly and self-sacrifice as victory, if we can love enemies, be vulnerable to injustice and, in being 
so, still say that we have triumphed, then we shall have learned to live in Christ Jesus. 

 

To Live in Christ Jesus, 1976:116 
 

 

ONE REALLY VALUABLE PEARL 
 

Jesus likens the kingdom to a man who finds a buried treasure 
and sells all that he has so that he can buy the field containing 
the treasure. He likens the kingdom to a merchant who sells all 
that he has in order to be able to buy one really valuable pearl. 
What is the one really valuable pearl that we are willing to 
sacrifice everything in order to have? What is that buried 
treasure for which we would be willing to sacrifice everything? 
 

The thing that Solomon wanted most was “an understanding 
heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.” 
Isn’t it possible that what we want most is something very 
selfish: possessions, security, power, pleasure, comfort?  
 

What would the world be like if, instead of these, our one really 
valuable pearl was something like world peace based on justice 

for all? or the development of a classless society based on 
respect for all and the priority of need over want? Or the worship 
of God through prayer, service, and a preferential option for the 
poor?  What would the world be like? Jesus says it would be like 
the kingdom. The cross of Jesus Christ shows us the deficiency of 
other value systems. Jesus yielded up his life for us in perfect 
loving union with the Father’s will, and this is the meaning of his 
life which also gives meaning to our lives as his followers. 
 

If we can acknowledge selfishness as folly and self-sacrifice as 
victory, if we can love enemies, be vulnerable to injustice and, in 
being so, still say that we have triumphed, then we shall have 
learned to live in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

 
 

 

HOLY MASSES IN OUR PARISH (August 2020)  
 

 

(Please pass this information onto anyone who may not have internet access) 
 

We know that going to church is both a spiritual and social space for people to share their lives and 
faith. In this time of uncertainty, with our churches limited spaces to attend, things are particularly 
difficult. As a result of physical distancing guidelines, our capacity is limited. To ensure everyone has 
the opportunity to be present at Holy Mass places will be allocated. We want you to be able to celebrate 
Holy Mass in person safely. To do so, we are following government guidelines. We care about your 
health and safety. If you are in a high-risk group, we encourage you to continue attending online. While 
we cannot guarantee a germ-free environment, we are taking steps to help prevent transmission of 
CIVID-19.  Everyone over the age of 5 must wear a face covering in church and EVERYONE MUST use 

the hand sanitiser provided before entering the church and follow the guidance inside the church. 
 

 

* Internet registration is available on our parish website: https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/returning-to-mass  
   Online registration is preferable to process your application immediately. 
* For more information or register by phone please call Parish Priest on 07909112630. 

 

 

Knights of St Columba ‘dial a Mass’: For members of the Faithful who have no internet/broadband connection, but who 
have a phone access. Such members of the faithful are able to hear the Sunday Mass by ‘phone for the price of a local call. 
The Number to call is 01642 130 120. The Mass is recorded and is available from the above phone number from 12 noon 
on any Sunday to 11.59 am the following Sunday. It is organised by the KSC of Middlesbrough Diocese in England and 34p 

towards the cost of the call is covered by the KSC themselves.  We are grateful for their generosity.  
 



SUNDAY READINGS 
 

FIRST REDING            1 KGS 3:5, 7-12 
The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, 
“Ask something of me and I will give it to you.” Solomon 
answered: “O LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, 
king to succeed my father David; but I am a mere youth, not 
knowing at all how to act. I serve you in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a people so vast that it cannot be 
numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish 
right from wrong. For who is able to govern this vast people of 
yours?” 
The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request. So God 
said to him: “Because you have asked for this—not for a long life 
for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but 
for understanding so that you may know what is right—I do as 
you requested. I give you a heart so wise and understanding that 
there has never been anyone like you up to now, and after you 
there will come no one to equal you.” 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM        PS 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128-130 
 

R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

I have said, O LORD, that my part is to keep your words. The law 
of your mouth is to me more precious than thousands of gold 
and silver pieces. 
 

R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

Let your kindness comfort me according to your promise to your 
servants. Let your compassion come to me that I may live, for 
your law is my delight. 
 

R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

For I love your command more than gold, however fine. For in 
all your precepts I go forward; every false way I hate. 
 

R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

Wonderful are your decrees; therefore, I observe them. The 
revelation of your words sheds light, giving understanding to the 
simple. 
 

R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

 

SECOND READING              ROM 8:28-30 
Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also 
called; and those he called he also justified; and those he 
justified he also glorified. 
 

 

ALLELUIA       MT 11:25 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; for you have 
revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

GOSPEL                 MT 13:44-46 
Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, 
and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for 
fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys it.” 
 

 

GLANCING THOUGHTS 
 

God’s Gifts 
Solomon was distinguished from all other kings in the Old Testament by 
God’s gifts to him. First, God appeared to him and told him to ask for a 
gift. Not many kings in Israel were honoured by God in this way! 
Solomon responded to God so beautifully! He asked for something all 
right, but it was not something worldly. He did not ask God for riches or 
long life. Instead, he asked God for wisdom to govern God’s people well. 
And so, he received God’s first gift, which was the opportunity to ask 
God for something, in such a way that his asking made him worthy of 
what God gave him when God answered his prayer. 
Because he pleased God by what he asked of God, God gave him the 
wisdom he asked for. And with that wisdom God gave him even more, 

namely, the gifts he had not asked for, things worthy of kings. In the text 
that continues the First Reading, God promised him the very worldly 
things he hadn’t asked for—namely, riches and long life—in addition to 
the wisdom he wanted. 
So, Solomon was very great among the kings of the ancient Israel. And 
yet what Christ gives to each one of his own people is greater than the 
gifts God gave Solomon. To each person who opens to Christ, Christ 
gives the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
And with the Holy Spirit, he gives the seven gifts of the Spirit, too. The 
wisdom Solomon asked for is only the first of these. There are six more: 
understanding, counsel, knowledge, piety, fortitude, and fear of the 
Lord. There is an inestimable spiritual richness in these gifts, more than 
Solomon knew to ask for. 
Furthermore, anyone who has these has not just long life, like Solomon, 
but everlasting life with the Lord. And even among the sorrows of this 
life, the consolations of the indwelling Spirit are present too, in the love, 
joy, and peace that are among the fruits of the Spirit. 
And so, Christ offers now to each one who will accept it from him 
something greater than the greatness of Solomon, not just wisdom but 
all the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, and with them unending life in 
the kingdom of heaven. As Christ says in the Gospel reading, this is 
treasure indeed. 
                     Eleonore Stump 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Like the person who found the buried treasure and the 
merchant who acquired the pearl of great price, we seek to find 
the signs of the kingdom of heaven in our lives. In fact, we even 
work to bring about God’s kingdom in our actions and in our 
words. We pray that our family values reflect our pursuit of the 
kingdom of heaven. As Jesus’ disciples, we place everything we 
value in the service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God. 
As you gather as a family, talk about what your family values. 
Make a list together of those things that your family considers 
most important, such as family, friends, faith, trust, and love. 
Place this list before you as you read today’s Gospel, Matthew 
13:44-46. In these parables, Jesus teaches us that it is worth 
giving up even valuable things in order to possess the kingdom 
of heaven. Look at the list your family made and talk about how 
these things are important to the kingdom of heaven. What has 
your family given up to make these values important in your 
life? As Jesus’ disciples, we place everything we value in the 
service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God.  
 

Pray together for God’s kingdom by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

It can be an important week to give thanks for the priests and ministers 
among us who have responded to the call to serve. Saints Ignatius and 
Alphonsus Liguori are wonderful examples of priest servants. We might 
write a note to priests we know to thank them for their fidelity in service 
for us. 
This is also a wonderful week to reflect and break open these parables 
about the Kingdom of God among us. Jesus must have been wanting to 
assure his disciples and followers who could have been vulnerable, like 
us, to being discouraged. Sometimes, we get confused or down about 
how it seems that evil wins out over good, that God's presence is so 
imperceptible that it tempts our faith in God's presence at all. 
In the habit of reflecting in the midst of our daily lives that we have 
been practicing, we can spend several days noticing the growth and 
grace offered us - as powerful as yeast or as small as a tiny seed. This 
can change our spirits and give us more hope and trust. We can spend 
several days placing our trust in God in the midst of those days when it 
just seems like there are so many "weeks" standing the way of whatever 
good we try to do. 
It would be great to spend a few days keeping our focus on the buried 
treasure being offered us - in this particular day or in my life in general. 
Am I willing to let go of so many smaller rewards in order to embrace 
that treasure? What will it cost me? Where are my greatest resistances? 
We tend to do or give our energies to what we really want. How can we 
grow in our desire for what God wants to give us? We can ask for that 
grace a number of times this week. 
We can also reflect on the people in our midst - in our homes, or family 
relations, in our faith community, in our association of friends - who 
need our presence in their lives in some way. We can reflect on how we 
are being called to be present to those people, even those we think we 
can't help very much, because we know them too well. 
 

Every evening we can continue our practice of returning thanks to God 
who has showered blessings upon us and we focus our background 
reflections this week. 


