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15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

 
 

During this very difficult period, it was felt that some form of communication/support network could prove very useful to Parishioners, especially 
those who are housebound and vulnerable. 

Please contact Fr. Les by phone 01877 330 702 or by email: parishpriest@stfdac.co.uk for further information. 
 

 

RESPECTING CREATION 
 

The parable of the sower is a story about the fruitfulness of the earth. It assures us that the harvest will come 
in spite of the many obstacles that stand in the way. In the end, the rocks and birds and trampling feet cannot 
nullify the fact that “the seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.” 

Paul talks about the salvation of the world, pointing out that “the world itself will be freed from its slavery to 
corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.” 

Meanwhile, “all creation groans and is in agony”: we pollute the clear air and the fresh water; we drive plants 
and animals to extinction; we clear-cut forests and we strip-mine, leaving ugly scars in the land. 

The opening prayer calls on us “to reject what is contrary to the gospel.” Isn’t it contrary to the “good news” to waste and destroy 
God’s creation? The Creator has “greatly enriched the land.” How dare we impoverish it! 

The commitment of believers to a healthy environment for everyone stems directly from their belief in God the Creator, from their 
recognition of the effects of original and personal sin, and from the certainty of having been redeemed by Christ. Respect for life and 

for the dignity of the human person extends also to the rest of creation, which is called to join man in praising God. 

Pope John Paul II, World Day of Peace Message, 1990:16. 
 

POPE FRANCIS APPOINTS NEW APOSTOLIC NUNCIO TO GREAT BRITAIN 
 

 

 

The Apostolic Nunciature to Great 
Britain is the diplomatic office of the 
Holy See in Great Britain.  It is headed 
by the Apostolic Nuncio who has the 
rank of an ambassador.   
 

Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti was 
born in Verona in Italy, on 7th 

October 1955 and consecrated a priest of the Diocese of 
Verona on 29th May 1982.   
 

He earned degrees in Eastern languages and literature and in 
sacred liturgy.  He taught patristics at the San Zeno Theological 
Institute in Verona from 1981 to 1984, and theology and Eastern 
liturgy at the Institute of Ecumenical Studies in Verona from 
1982 to 1985.  In 1985, he joined the Roman Curia working at 
the Congregation for the Eastern Churches; he became its 
undersecretary on 17th December, 1997.   

He has also taught patristics and Armenian language and 
literature at the Pontifical Oriental Institute. 
 

Since November 2015, Archbishop Gugerotti has held the post 
of Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine. He has previously served as the 
Pope's representative to Georgia and Armenia, as well as to 
Azerbaijan (2001-2011), and later as Nuncio to Belarus (2011-
2015).  
 

The previous Nuncio to Great Britain, Archbishop Edward Adams, 
retired in January 2020. 
  

 

Let us all pray for Archbishop Gugerotti for his success in this 
post. 
 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ,  
+ Stephen Robson 
Bishop of Dunkeld 

 

 

CHURCH OPENING – PRIVATE PRAYER UPDATE 
Mass can now take place for Funeral Services only, with limited attendance, to meet Government guidelines. 
We await Scottish Government information that Mass will once again be allowed to take place in the near future 
in our churches.  
 

To cater for the limited space available under the current guidelines, it will be necessary to put in place a system 
of booking, so that specific seating can be allocated and a note kept of those who attend, on specific dates, 
should the need arise as part of any medical tracing requirement. A Rota system of attending available Mass 
times will be instigated, to ensure everyone has an opportunity to attend Mass. Further information will be 
published and circulated, as soon as possible.  
 

Volunteers will be needed to manage the churches for Mass, and it has been made clear if not enough 
volunteers are available then Mass will not be permitted. All Volunteers whether helping at Mass or Private 

Prayer Days or e.g. cleaning the church, now require to complete the relevant form. Covid-19 Information 
including the information for Volunteers is available on the Parish Web site by using the link: 

https://stfdac.co.uk/covid-19/ 
 

 

OUR PARISH CHURCHES’ OPENING HOURS – UPDATE  
 

CALLANDER: Thursday: 10am - 11am and Sunday: 11.30am - 12.30pm 
DOUNE: Friday: 10am - 11am and Sunday: 9.45am - 10.45am 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Diocese_of_Verona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Eastern_Churches


SUNDAY READINGS 
 

 

FIRST READING                   IS 55:10-11 
Thus says the LORD: Just as from the heavens the rain and snow 
come down and do not return there till they have watered the 
earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who 
sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, 
but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM            PS 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 

You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you 
enriched it. God’s watercourses are filled; you have prepared the 
grain. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 
breaking up its clods, Softening it with showers, blessing its yield. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 

You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths 
overflow with a rich harvest; The untilled meadows overflow 
with it, and rejoicing clothes the hills. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 

The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed 
with grain. They shout and sing for joy. 

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 
 
SECOND READING              ROM 8:18-23 
Brothers and sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for 
us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of 
the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not 
of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in 
hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to 
corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of 
God. We know that all creation is groaning in labour pains even 
until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
ALLELUIA 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 
All who come to him will have life forever. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL      MT 13:1-9 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the 
sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 
And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “A sower 
went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 
and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where 
it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not 
deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for 
lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil and produced 
fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to 
hear.” 
 

 

GLANCING THOUGHTS 
 

Christ speaks in parables. Among those who come to him, there 
are some people who want to hear him but are not willing to be 
counted among his disciples, at least not yet. Christ’s parables 
offer those people what they can receive, given that they are 
not yet ready to receive him. They can learn something from the 
parables even so. But to those who come to Christ ready to 

receive him and willing to be counted as his disciples, he can give 
the gift of knowledge straightforwardly. In receiving him, those 
people are also ready to receive the knowledge Christ can give. 
And here it is worth noticing that Christ speaks in parables to 
everybody who comes to him.  
But some people care enough about him and his words to want more 
than they can get from those parables alone. They take him as their 
teacher and want to learn from him. That is why they come to him to 
ask him to explain the parables he was telling them as well as all the 
others. The people who want more understanding are the people who 
count as his disciples. 
As Christ says, to them who have more, more will be given 
because they want more.               Eleonore Stump 

 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Jesus teaches that the kingdom of heaven is like seed that has been sown 
on good soil. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that for God’s Word to take root in us and 
produce abundant fruit, we must endeavour to be like good soil. 
Families hold the responsibility for “preparing the soil” so that the seeds 
of God’s Word can grow strong. There are many ways in which families 
do this—family traditions in which faith is celebrated, prayer and 
reading of Scripture, and instruction on the faith. In these ways, parents 
fulfil the promises they made at their child’s Baptism. 

Gather as a family and reflect together on the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Tell the story of the Baptism of each child, showing any pictures that 
were taken. If you have your child’s Baptism candle or gown, share 
these as well. Recall together that one of the promises that parents 
make at their child’s Baptism is to bring them up in the practice of our 
faith. Talk together about the importance of this promise to your family. 
Then read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 13:1-23. Reflect together 
on the ways in which your family practices your faith (daily prayer, Mass 
attendance, religious instruction, etc.). Remind one another that we do 
these things as a family so that God’s Word can take root in our lives 
and produce abundant fruit. Conclude in prayer together by praying 
today’s Psalm, Psalm 65. 

 

 

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
 

This week, we are invited to place our trust in God as we respond more 
and more deeply to the invitation of Jesus to be his disciples. Being his 
disciple means being connected with him with a bond stronger than any 
other bond in our life. It may set us at odds with others.  

Seeking self-fulfilment will always be frustrating and unattainable. 
Letting go of ourselves for Jesus' sake brings a fulfilment beyond our 
imagining. It is not enough to be part of a wonderful family or 
outstanding parish community.  

We need to repent ourselves and make our own commitment. Being 
smart and clever are not what is required of us. Jesus asks us to be 
childlike, that is, trusting, dependent, open to learn and receive. Being 
his disciples means that we come to Jesus in all our needs, especially for 
the resources we need to serve him. It is as companions of Jesus' own 
mission that the burden of our mission will become lighter and quite 
easy. Coming to Jesus will bring refreshment and peace.  

A sign of our discipleship will never be self-righteousness and 
judgmental of others. What he desires is that our hearts become like 
his: full of mercy and love. His own heart is moved with pity for those 
who are wandering, without direction, as though shepherd-less. 

How can we find intimacy with God in the midst of our busy lives, while 
reflecting on our discipleship? By letting these precious messages of 
Jesus to us settle into our hearts. If we really hear them, they will 
become a part of us this week. It doesn't take much time. It takes a 
focus.  

Each day, we can let these words of Jesus interact with what is going on 
in our daily lives. For example, the call to be bonded with him might 
strike a chord in our hearts. That is, I might recognize that my bond with 
Jesus is weak, and I recognize a desire for a deeper bond. Or, I might be 
challenged by the invitation to let go of my need for self-fulfilment in 
order to really find real meaning in life and the true self within me. 
Perhaps I might feel the call to repent or to be more trusting and 
childlike or to be less judgmental and more merciful, as particularly 
addressed to me. 

All we need to do is to begin each day simply naming these desires that 
the readings reveal in us. Then, throughout the day, in the in-between 
times - dressing, driving, walking from one place to another, finding 
myself alone here or there - I can have brief conversations with the Lord 
asking for these graces. In particularly difficult times, or in times when 
my weaknesses reveal themselves to me, I can recognize the desire 
more deeply and express that to the Lord, growing in gratitude for the 
intimacy and grace I am experiencing each day. 


